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COMIO Recommendations for Policy Changes to Support Housing Access for 
Justice-Involved Individuals with Behavioral Health Needs 
1. Recommend that the Department of Public Housing and Development (HUD) practice “waiving exclusions” (e.g. felony status) in favor of ensuring “protections” (ADA, Fair Housing, Section 504). The aim is to ensure that one’s felony-status, likely caused, if not aggregated by mental illness and not criminal intent, does not overrule the protections their disability provides. Improved understanding of federal public housing code and policies is needed to clarify if someone has a disability due to mental health status his/her exclusion due to a felony status should be considered within this content and possibly waived. Explore the role of public housing authorities in this area to determine if they have discretion to encourage “waiving exclusions” in favor of ensuring “protections”.
 
1. Recommend that HUD consider “addiction” a protected temporary disability and not discretionary. COMIO acknowledges that addiction is not “yet” considered a “temporary disability” and therefore lacks protections. But if someone is in treatment or can document that they have completed treatment, both family members and individuals, should not have to rely on the discretion of the public housing authority (PHA) as to whether they can be included or excluded. HUD could assist efforts to house those most in need by making this a protection and not discretionary. 

1. Recommend that HUD amend its federal definition of homelessness. Currently HUD guidelines use the federal definition of homelessness. Under that definition, inmates who serve 90 days or more in custody in the county jail do not qualify as homeless, even if they were homeless before they entered jail. As of now they have to “re-establish” homelessness, such as going to an emergency shelter, before being added to the waiting list for appropriate housing. 

1. Recommend removing the exclusion of people with behavioral health needs, and a felony, from living with a family member who holds a Section 8 voucher. The recovery and wellness of someone with a mental illness and a substance use disorder (SUD) improves with support from loves ones. Requiring an offender with these needs to compete for their own permanent supportive housing when they could have a home, especially one that could offer support, is not wise use of limited resources.
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