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SB 1013: USING RESOURCES MORE EFFECTIVELY TO 
REDUCE RECIDIVISM AMONG HOMELESS PAROLEES
	          			
	CDCR PROGRAM INEFFECTIVE 
The Legislative Analyst’s Office found in 2014 the Integrated Services for Mentally Ill Parolees (ISMIP) program failed to result in documented reductions in recidivism among participants as a whole. The California Department of Corrections & Rehabilitation (CDCR) received, on average, over $10 million every year since 2008 to reduce recidivism through ISMIP.
The LAO identified ISMIP as a program with a high cost—at over $26,500 per parolee—that required private contractors to connect participants to day treatment centers, though some of these services could be funded through Medi-Cal. 
Initially intended to address the needs of homeless parolees with serious mental illness, ISMIP contractors connect participants to temporary housing, even though not an evidence-based housing solution. In fact, contractors cannot spend more than a small amount of their contract for rent. Given these limitations, contractors often screen out participants experiencing homeless.
While the Legislature passed trailer bill language to strengthen ISMIP in 2012, the language did not directly tie to ISMIP and allowed flexibility where CDCR staff needed clarity. 
HOUSING FOR PAROLEES EXPERIENCING HOMELESSNESS PAYS OFF
Data show homeless parolees are seven times more likely to recidivate than their housed counterparts. Conversely, providing a mentally-ill homeless parolee a stable, affordable place to live that does not limit length of stay, along with services that promote housing stability—the combination known as “supportive housing”—is an evidence-based 
	[bookmark: _GoBack]intervention the Department of Housing & Urban Development and the Department of Justice recognize as reducing recidivism. 
An Ohio supportive housing program for parolees, for example, demonstrated formerly homeless parolees living in supportive housing have a 60% lower recidivism rate than parolees still homeless. Similarly, data from New York show lower recidivism rates, lower Medicaid costs, and lower arrest rates in general among supportive housing tenants than people still cycling between homelessness and incarceration.
SB 1013 WOULD PRODUCE BETTER RESULTS AT A LOWER PER-PERSON COST
SB 1013 would clarify ISMIP participants must be parolees experiencing serious mental illness who are either experiencing literal homelessness or who were homeless on arrest and have no place to go upon discharge. SB 1013 would—
· Require ISMIP funds provide supportive housing to participants for the term of parole;
· Require contractors to connect parolees who require longer-term housing subsidies to programs in the community following parole; and
· Fund services that effectively stabilize participants in housing.
SB 1013 would achieve the intent of ISMIP at a lower per-person cost of $18,000-20,000 per year.
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For more information, contact Sharon.Rapport@csh.org, or (323) 243-7424
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