
2016 COMIO Stakeholder Engagement Log 9/9/16 

January Meeting with Steinberg Institute 

Legislative Visits with COMIO members engaging with key offices 

San Diego Probation Program(s) Visit 

Presentation - California Coalition for Mental Health 

COMIO Council Meeting 

o Amy Jarvis, California Department of Finance - 2016-2017 State Budget Update; Governor Brown’s Priorities 

for Criminal Justice and Behavioral Health: Implications for COMIO  

o Sara Rogers, California Department of Social Services - Overview of California’s Child Welfare Continuum of 

Care Reform (CCR); Opportunities for COMIO’s Involvement  

o Katie Howard, Executive Director; Helene Zentner, Field Representative, Board of State and Community 

Corrections (BSCC)- Update on BSCC Activities of Interest to COMIO 

o Brant Choate, Director, Division of Rehabilitative Programs, CDCR - Update on Community-Based Re-Entry 

Programs/ State Budget Proposal 

February San Francisco Jail Mental Health Services and Probation Day Reporting Center Visit  

Meeting with the Council of State Governments Justice Center (CSG)  

Presentation - Mental Health Association in California (MHAC) Board 

COMIO Committee Meetings 

 Diversion 

o Lisa Heintz, Chief Clinical Program Administrator – Adult Parole Mental Health Services, Case Management 

Reentry Pilot and other Updates from the Division of Adult Parole Operations  



o Sheree Lowe, Vice President, Behavioral Health, California Hospital Association – Capacity Issues for 

Alternative Community Based Services 

 First Responder Training 

o Rodney Slaughter, Deputy State Fire Marshall Specialist – Firefighter Training Strategies 

o Janna Munk, Senior Consultant Training Program Services Bureau - Peace Officer Standards and Training 

(POST), Update on POST activities including SB 11 and SB 29 

March County Behavioral Health Directors Association Of California (CBHDA) Housing Summit 

Forensic Mental Health Association of California (FMHAC)  

COMIO Council Meeting 

o Carrie Zoller, Supervising Attorney, Judicial Council of California - “The Work of the Mental Health Issues 

Implementation Task Force: Advancing the Progress” 

o Toby Ewing, Executive Director, The Mental Health Services Oversight and Accountability Commission 

(MHSOAC) - “Update on the Investment in Mental Wellness Act and Other Opportunities to Work 

Collaboratively on Policy Issues Regarding the Intersection of Criminal Justice and Behavioral Health” 

o Helene Zentner, Field Representative; Board of State and Community Corrections (BSCC)and Select Mentally 

Ill Offender Crime Reduction Grantees (MIOCR) - Informal update on how MIOCR implementation is going in 

the field 

Presentation – Criminal Justice Research Association-California (CJRA) Conference 

Meeting with California District Attorneys Association (CDAA) 

April Los Angeles Police Department and Los Angeles Sheriffs – site visit and interviews 

USC School of Law and Saks Institute – Symposium on Law Enforcement, Policing & Mental Illness  



COMIO Committee Meetings 

 American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) 

 Disability Rights California (DRC) 

 Corporation for Supportive Housing (CSH) 

 CBHDA 

 Steinberg Institute 

Presentation - Mental Health Planning Council  

Meeting with California Public Defenders Association 

Site Visit Modesto Juvenile Justice/Mental Health Programs 

May Presentation - Division of Rehabilitative Programs (CDCR) Director’s Stakeholder Advisory Group (DSAG) 

Presentation - UC Davis Sociology/Criminology Department 

California State Association of Counties (CSAC) Legislative Conference 

COMIO Council Meeting 

o Jennifer Skeem, PhD, University of California at Berkeley School of Social Welfare and Goldman School of 

Public Policy – Best Practices and Policy Implications for Addressing the Criminogenic Needs of Justice-

Involved Persons with Mental Illness in Community and Institutional Settings 

o Guillermo Viera Rosa, Director, Division of Adult Parole, CDCR - Welcome, Introductions and Building 

Relationships 

o Hallie Fader-Towe, Program Director – Courts, and Deanna Adams, Senior Reentry Fellow, The Council of 

State Governments Justice Center - Update on the Stepping Up Initiative and Discussion on How COMIO can 

Collaborate and Support Efforts 

 



o Amy Jarvis, Principle Program Budget Analyst, California Department of Finance – Update on State Budget 

and May Revise 

COMIO Committee Meetings 

 Diversion 

o Brian Hansen, Health Program Specialist II, Department of Health Care Services (DHCS) – Whole Person Care 

Pilots and Individuals with Mental Illness that are Justice-Involved  

June Presentation - California Police Chiefs 

POST SB 11/SB 29 - Mental Health Training Objectives Subject Matter Expert Team 

Site Visit CDCR C-POST Academy 

COMIO Committees Meetings 

 Diversion 

o Tom Pinizzotto, Alameda County, Drug Medi-Cal ODS Consultant - Building Capacity for Community 

Integration of Individuals who are Justice-Involved with Behavioral Health Needs – Service Capacity 

Opportunities, Part II 

 First Responder Training 

o Stacy Lopez, Associate Director, California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR), Peace 

Officer Selection and Employee Development - Overview of CDCR training relevant to COMIO and discussion 

of lessons learned and future directions  

o Karen Moreno, Associate Director, California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR), Office of 

Employee Health and Wellness - Over of CDCR employee wellness efforts for sworn officers and discussion 

of lessons learned and future directions  

 

 



 Juvenile Justice 

o Heather Bowlds, Ph.D. California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR), Division of Juvenile 

Justice - Lessons Learned/ Reforms to Improve Services for Youth with Mental Health Needs 

o Rosie McCool, Deputy Director, Chief Probation Officers Association of California (CPOC) - Changing 

Landscape and Needs of Justice-Involved Youth, Further Directions and Areas of Focus 

Supportive Housing/Corporation of Supportive Housing (CSH)  site visit Mercy Housing Sacramento  

San Diego Jail Mental Health Services and Amity Ranch (DRP Program) site visit 

MHSOAC Criminal Justice Workgroup Participation  

July LA site visit – five programs/45+ attendees 

 Amistad de Los Angeles – Amity Foundation 

 Housing Strategies – Los Angeles Department of Health Services   

 Participate in the ODR’s Permanent Steering Committee Meeting/Present COMIO Best Practices Award 

 Los Angeles Police Department – Mental Evaluation Unit and Crisis Response  

 Exodus Eastside Urgent Care Center 

August Meeting with the California Correctional Peace Officers Association (CCPOA) – Discussed Employee Wellness Strategies 

COMIO Committees  

 Diversion 

o Geoff R. Twitchell, PhD, Director of Treatment and Clinical Services, San Diego Probation - The Correctional 

Program Checklist and Promoting Effective Practices for Justice-Involved Youth and Adults with Mental 

Illness 

o Kellen Russoniello, ACLU San Diego – Update Coalition Recommendations on Medicaid Suspension for 

Incarcerated Individuals 



o Brenda Grealish, COMIO/Department of Health Care Services (DHCS) – Update Service Capacity Expansion 

Opportunities 

 Juvenile Justice 

o Sheridan Merritt, the Mental Health Services Oversight and Accountability Commission (MHSOAC) - Children 

and Youth Crisis Services 

o Carroll Schroeder, Executive Director, California Alliance of Child and Family Services – Q and A Justice 

involved youth with mental health needs and the Continuum of Care Reform (CCR) process 

 Training 

o Olivia Lowey Ph.D., Executive Director - Clinically Supporting Resilience in the Formally Incarcerated, A 

Training Project of the American Association for Marriage and Family Therapy 

o Kathleen Howard, Executive Director, Board of State and Community Corrections (BSCC) - Board of State and 

Community Corrections Mental Health Training Revisions for Probation Officers, Juvenile Correction 

Officers, and Adult Corrections Officers 

National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) – California Conference 

September Sacramento County Jail Psychiatric Services / Triage Services, site visit 

California Rehabilitation Oversight Board (C-ROB) / Participate in Quarterly Meeting  

Board of State and Community Corrections State Advisory Committee and JJDP 

 Full Council Meeting  

o Ryken Grattet, PhD, Research Fellow, Public Policy Institute of California (PPIC) - Update on the 12 County 

Study with Board of State and Community Corrections (BSCC) 

o Scott MacDonald, Retired Chief Probation Officer, Santa Cruz County with California Forward - Justice 

System Change Initiative – Jail Utilization Report 

o Denise Allen, Chief of Research, CDCR - CDCR 2015 Evaluation Outcome Research Report 

 



o Geoff R. Twitchell, PhD, Director of Treatment and Clinical Services, San Diego Probation - San Diego 

Probation Department’s Trauma Responsive Unit (TRU) 

o Carolyn S. Dewa, Ph.D., Director, Behavioral Health Center of Excellence’s, Outcomes and Evaluation Core, 

University of California at Davis - Evidence-Base for Pre-Booking Diversion Strategies with Law Enforcement  

County Behavioral Health Criminal Justice Innovation Panel 

o Meredith Evans, MFT, and Megan Ginilo, MPA, Sutter-Yuba Behavioral Health - AB109 Innovations Project 

o Sophia Lai, J.D., Esq., Manager, Innovations in Reentry Project and Janet Biblin, MPP/MPH, Program 

Manager,  Alameda County Behavioral Health Care Services - Case and Care Management: Pathway to 

Reentry 

o Armando Sandoval, BART Police CIT Coordinator, Community Outreach Liaison - County Collaboration 

Presentation - Chief Probation Officers of California (CPOC) 

Presentation -MHSOAC 

National Institute of Corrections (NIC) Sponsored site visit – San Antonio – Miami Dade Florida 

On Horizon, Presentations to CSSA, Re-Entry Council, and Prison Crimes Council 

*Prison Visits: 

CSP – Sacramento 

CSP – Solano 

Mule Creek State Prison 

California Health Care Facility 

Deuel Vocational Institute 

Department of State Hospitals – Vacaville 


