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some are taking the lead in providing interagency training in key topics. San Luis 

Obispo County Probation, for example, as mentioned above, has implemented Crisis 

Intervention Team Training (CIT), which is delivered to jail and juvenile hall staff 

together with people from County Mental Health and law enforcement. San 

Bernardino's Juvenile Halls use a 16-hour, scaled down CIT curriculum that is taught by 

teams of police and juvenile hall officers. 

CIT training is valuable in that it provides law enforcement and custody personnel 

"understanding and skills to identify and provide the most effective and compassionate 

response to ... situations involving people in a mental health crisis." 53 Information 

about CIT training is available from a variety of sources, including the National Alliance 

on Mental Illness (NAMI) CIT Technical Assistance Resource Center. 54 

RECOMMENDATION 17: To ensure the safety and security of youth in custody, of 

staff and of facilities, it is essential for all juvenile facility staff to be trained about mental 

health issues, services and interventions. Whenever it is possible, custody, mental 

health, and other treatment personnel should be trained together to present 

multidisciplinary perspectives, facilitate information sharing and ensure that all those 

who interact with youth deliver the same message. 

Training for Bench Officers: It is important that judges and other court officers be 

aware of the relationship between the timing of placement orders and the ability to offset 

placement costs through MediCal. In some instances, delays mean youth will get no 

treatment, whereas once placement is ordered, probation can proceed with post­

disposition assessments and other prerequisites to getting youth into appropriate 

treatments. The Work Group was advised that the AOC Task Force for Criminal Justice 

Collaboration on Mental Health Issues is recommending training for bench officers on 

such matters as expediting court orders related to placement and TBS, using MediCal 

and SSI and encouraging collaborative treatment and service planning and delivery. 

53 www.portlandonline.com/police/index.cfm?c=30680 
54 http://www.nami.org/template.cfm?section=CIT2 
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Additional Possibilities for Funding 

County Mental Health I Behavioral Health Departments can provide general 
outpatient and inpatient services for MediCal eligible children/youth and others 
depending upon their individual budgets. 

Probation Departments receive state funding from programs including Juvenile 
Probation and Camp Funding (JPCF), the Juvenile Justice Crime Prevention Act 
(JJCPA), and the Youthful Offender Block Grant (YOBG). Any or all of these funds 
could be used to assist in the treatment of mentally ill youth in local custody. 


