JUVENILE JUSTICE AND DELINQUENCY PREVENTION ACT
FOUR CORE PROTECTIONS
Since its passage in 1974, the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (JJDP) Act has changed the way states and communities deal with troubled youth. The original goals of the Act and of the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP) were simple: to help state and local governments prevent and control juvenile delinquency and to improve the juvenile justice system. These goals were reaffirmed in the reauthorization of the Act in 2002. A second important element in the 1974 Act was to protect juveniles in the juvenile justice system from inappropriate placements and from the harm—both physical and psychological—that can occur as a result of exposure to adult inmates. Yet another important element of the JJDP Act emphasized the need for community-based treatment for juvenile offenders. In passing the JJDP Act, Congress recognized that keeping children in the community is critical to their successful treatment. 

The JJDP Act, through the 2002 reauthorization, establishes four core protections with which participating States and territories must comply to receive grants under the JJDP Act:

1.  Deinstitutionalization of status offenders (DSO);
2.  Separation of juveniles from adults in institutions (separation);

3.  Removal of juveniles from adult jails and lockups (jail removal); and 

4.  Reduction of Disproportionate Minority Contact (DMC) 
Each participating state must develop and implement a strategy for achieving and maintaining compliance with the four core protections as part of its annual Formula Grants State Plan. A state’s level of compliance with each of the four core protections determines eligibility for its continued participation in the Formula Grants programs. For example, failure to achieve or maintain compliance, despite good faith efforts, reduces the Formula Grant to the state by 20 percent for each core requirement not met. In addition, the noncompliant state must agree to expend 50 percent of the state’s allocation for that year to achieve compliance with the core requirement(s) with which it is not in compliance. 

Meeting the core protections is essential to creating a fair, consistent, and effective juvenile justice system that advances the important goals of the JJDP Act.  California maintains compliance with the first three through California Statute, the fourth, DMC, is addressed through CSA’s multi-faceted approach of direct service, education and awareness, and support and advocacy.

