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FOREWORD

When the Department of Corrections was established in May of
1944, no reliable factnal information existed 1o aid the new administra-
tigm in its tasks of organizing and planning an integrated prison program.
To meet this need and also to provide for the development of siaie.wide
eriminal statistics, a Burean of Statistica was eslablished in the Depart-
ment of Justice in 1945, which serves the Department of Corrections and
the Vouth Authority as well a5 the Department. of Justive.

The first major project nnderlaken by this new burean for the
Department of Correstions was that of developing a statistical wystem
which wonld at all times provide zecurate and eurrent information on afl
prisencrs eommitted to the custody of the Mrector of Corrections. In
addition to accounting for the nember and whereabouts of all prisuners
and paroless, this system recorded eertain basie information resarding
the ¢haracteristios of each individual prisoner. During the first few years
of this project, the sfforts to initiate, develop aod fmprove the statisticzl
records iLvolving several thousand prisoners and parslees did not permit
in opportunity for anxly=is ond snmmarization of the data collected and
reroTded. The program ig now well established and mformation s avail.
able for cach year since Hg inaugnration.

Any responsible publie or private agency shinld develop factual
data through statigtical records and researeh, not only for the purpose of
current administrotive operations, bul alse for the purpose of evaluating
and reviewing the manner and methods onder which it seeks lo perform
its duties. This analytical study of data relating to privoneres vecelved and
released from lhe ipstitofions of this department during the period
1945-1948, offers a basis for more thoroogh waderstunding and knowledee
of Califorpia correctional practiecs, A greal deal can be learned of the
kinds and types of persous committad {o the prisons from the data pre-
sanled on the 13,000 men and women committed ducing this fve-vear
period, For the first time infortmation is shown relafiugr to praciices
and procedures of releasing prisoners from instituiional custody, and the
lemgih of time served before release. Many factval qnestions that are
raized by judges, law enforeainent officers, correetiomal workers and
laymen alike can be answered as to offenses for which California prisvners
are coxnitted, their age, race, prior criminal record, type of release,
time served in prison, and many other [tems,

Whilc the Department of Correciions is Tesponsible for the onstody
and eontrel of persons eommitted io prisen under the Taws of the State
of Californis, two other agencies are an intepral purt of the Btate's adult
cortectional systemn. The Adeli Authority shares with the Director of
Corractiong responsibilities for the examination, study and classification
of male prisoners. ‘This authority s also hoth 4 sentencing and g parole
board fizing the term of sentence for 21l men eommitted under an inde-
terminats sentence and wetting the thoe for release of all male prisouers
who are peroled. The Roard of Trustees of the Caliturnia Tostitetion for
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SUMMARY OF GENERAL FINDINGS

HBome of the more interesting and signitieant {acls developad in this
five-year stidy relaling to prisoners are:

1. Approximately 13000 new prisoners were Teceived from the
courls and approximately 4,300 more entered the prisons as returned
parole violators. Nearly 9,000 were released om parele for the first lime
and over 2,000 were veparoled. About 1,400 other prisosers were released
by discharge al the exniration of their sentenecs,

2, The ratio of men to women in new prismers reeeived from eourts
was about 24 to 1. The ratio of wen to women io the resident population
i the prisoms on December 31, 1549, was 32 0 1.

3. Of the men abeut 19 pereent wore eommitted for robbery, 18 per-
cenl Tor burglary, 17 pereent Lor forgery, 15 peresnt Lo 1heft, § poreent
for homicide, 3 peveent for rape and 6 poresnt four other zex offenses,
Among the women over one-fourth [26.5 percent) were eommilted for
forgery, about 20 percent for homicide, 1% pereent for theft, B percent
for robbery, T pereent for burglary and 2 percent for sex offenses.

4, The T Beuthern California counties, extimated 1o have 55 percent
of the state population dering this prried, committed 51 percent of
the men and 54 pereent of the women received in prison. The nine conntics
in the Baop Franeiseo Bay area with 27 peveent of the state population
sent aboul 20 pereent of the men and 24 pereent of the women received,

§. Ot those committed to prisen, 325 percent of the men and 305
pervend of the women were nunder the age of 25 yeurs when recelved. The
median age {or men was 283 yeard and for women 3000 vears.

G, The racial digtribution of wwen commitied to privon was 642 per-
eent white, 20,5 pereent MNegro, and 130 peveent Mexican ; of women the
pereentage distribution was white 653, Negro 29.0, and Mexican 3.4,

7. Of the men received {rom conrt, about 26 percent kad no reegrd
of a prior cominitment for & eriminal offense, 37 percent bad been com-
mitted previously to jails or juvenile instintions and 37 percent had a
reeord of a prior eommitnment to prison.

8. Ower ome-third of the men committed bad 1 record of service in
World War 1T and $4.7 perecnt reported some kind of 2 military service
record. OF thoze In wilitary servies abount 60 pereent reecived an hone
orable dischargs upon separation from serviee amd about 40 peremnt a
diseharge less than honerable.

% The preal majority of the men received had heen residents of the
SBiate for several years. Only 14 percent were found to have been in
the State less than o year al the time of the comemission of the offcnse for
which they wore imprisoned,

10, The geoeral intelligenee rafing of e men received approxi-
miled elosely to that which would be expecled among the gencral popm-
lation of the Stafe,

11, Cousiderable variation was found among the counties and sreas
of the State in the namber of men eommitted per 100L000 populstion. For
the Btate as o whole 1t wus 259 per wear. Ameng the most populous
eounties, those havieg a popnlation of vver 100,000, the commitmont rate
ranged from GO for Ban Jeaguin Comiy to 7.6 for San Mateo County,

(43)
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T ABLES A7
TABLE 1
MOYEMENT OF PRISON POPULATION
19245-1249
Men
TyDe of morsinent Tutal I Weomen
Youth
Adul .Fult,hﬁriu

Pupulation, Yuncary 1, 145, b1 5501 LL] TH0
Total reecdwed . ____.. ____. 22,343 B0
Hew epmwitrmente.___ . . 13,037 525
Prrole rinlabory returned - .. oL T p 1]
Eneapes cetarned __ .. .. . a7y a5
Returred from sl oL 1,445 1ATR |- .. S g3
Raturned from Btnee hospital | 1 3'r's I8 . #
Yath Authorlly comritineota | asE N . oI5 4
Al ether __ . oo oo F1i-] 189 .. oo 107
Tuokad ralessed .. (.- __ 17,084 14, Liw 2427 548
Tischarged, expirotion of sentence. 1.a74 1335 | R 19

. 6,917 420

A HEE 3

2079 5y

258 2

48 L

. - - pider] F 24

Toeeowt. _____. _____._. ... 1483 | I Pk I I ks )
To Seate baapital - ... ___ 134 114 . 1%
Tu Y¥rsth Aubhorily .. ..., bR | PR E
Algthear. . ... .. st} 151 | 124
Topulalion, Theeembce 31, 1040 _____ 10,54 10,008 Ha 318
Fopulation vereass. .- ... LN E] 4,553 444 158
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TABLE 13

OFFEMSE AND AREA OF COMMITMENT
MALE FRISOMERS RECEIVED FROM COURT

1945-1949
Criluew B B Ban Francioco 10 Harcomanta ¥ Qan Fosquiu
I“"é Angtdm Southarn Califormia Bay aren Yallayr Fallay 24 other
Ofengs Total aunky erunting TN A eountien mraeotion raumticy

Nuwbar : Feroent | Numbrer | Pareeot - Momber | Perosnt | Mumber | Persent | Mumber | Ferceot | Mumber | Precent
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Manninnghter_ oo ._. iy B 28.1 v 169 Hij ZE.0 32 1.4 4% 4.0 L4 4.4 .

Maustuughter, vehicle ___. 25 5} Fi ] T 2A.N B 4.0 1 &0 + 18.0 -3} R.0
labbery.. . ........._.....| zass| 1Lose| sz ad | 130 535 | z2al s T.1 24 a.2 8 2.6 E
Fuobbery 1ue. - R 1,401 Gl 432 178 127 EEY] b2 £R 4.4 i1l T.H 28 .0 b
Raohber: 20 . a3 AL 4.1 101 13.2 152 37N Bl 10.3 1ol 12,4 it T ﬁ
ither rahbery_____________ 173 T 4323 5 14.3 43 4.8 LE 0% o 5.1 3 2.4 in

Ammpube .. a10 75 23.7 193 ¢ 16 % 113 8.9 G5 13.f 119 1.5 a3 5.4

Annnlt, deadly weapon. 531 155 6% & L B 1%.R ot 1ik.2 107 0.1 a7 5.1

Crtber swamnls. .o ... Th 2 23 14 7.7 16 2% 1 13w TR B 7.6

Rargleey .. H g B 4.3 £ 1E.T 4EL 206 1id Tz a0 130 145 8.2

Burglery Lst L 407 123 34 62 15,4 . HH 256 32 T8 55 13.5 20 6.4

Burglary 2d... . . ______ 1,987 G5 55.3% A8% .5 2o 19.% 132 7.1 232 iz, 5 14 8.3

Otber burglary_ ... i a0 5.7 13 7. 1E 24 .4 5 .7 15 21.3° X 4.0

Thoeft, exerpé puata_ . _____. 1,Ti% 450 423 : 148 132 210 - 19.% ag R | 147 13,2 53 4.k

Craend theft oo .. .- BIF D34 4.9 10K 13,2 167 20.4 T .3 ED 11.0 A2 5.2

Tetty theft with poar_ . .- 14 |3 BA .0 o 11.2 an & 4 2.1 a3 1.9 8 3.1

Bteceiviog ntalen nireperiy - - wi || 47 49.10 18 13.7 1ik 0.4 z 1 [d 4.6 5 o2

Auta theft_ | p——— YTk we 33.1 111 4.3 118 15.2 58 ¥.5 1G5 200 Al T.b

2,115 Jel 1] 25.R 434 a0.7 ZIE L&.N IR2 3B 247 221 183 A0

Afd %2 24.4 ar B2.T El .1 7 FLT| &5 1.3 43 .4

5 T.1

Thz 183 214 175 23,1 173 227 Lk 12,5 04 12.3 54

483 118 TR 115 538 ¢ P FTN 13 1%.5 il B.5 a3 6.8

b 14 241 ¥ [P rL 140 T 1 14 4.0 3 B.T

12% 23 18 % EE .0 EoH 4G 14 1.k 1 3.1 i 4.4

54 & 15,1 13 2.5 I 9.4 10 18.¢ I g 3 5.7

4h & 19. % B IT. 4 4 4.7 ] .6 B 14 6 ¥ 13,1

A4 18 &a.14 &l [h,1 bl 245 28 .49 48 11.0 - 20
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TABLE 134
OFFENSE AND RATIO OF COMMITMENTS PER 100,000 POPULATION BY COUNTY

COUMTIES WITH AYERAGE POPULATION OVER 100,000

MALE PRISOMERS RECEIWVED FROM COURT

1945-194%
— - ] -
Couniy Totat (| "7 | Robbery | Asmsult | Burglae :?::;i At | Borescy | Tape Ot ;’::’; o
suto oifannes

Brate ____________. - 25w ) 4.5 : 1.3 4.4 2.3 I 4.4 na I.8' ns g o.¢
Loa Angeles_ _ . mma 1.3 5.7 0. 4.2 2.5 1.5 2.4 9.5 0.4 0.4 0.4 .0
Han Frauisoe . 24,5 1.R 7.1 1.0 i 2.3 1.5 ! o 1.9 1.5 01 1.0
P 1.3 1.7 1.0 1.1 _. 4.2 2.0 .5 25, o8 4.3 2.7 0.4 oY
oo 25.2 X 4.5 Lo 48 0.7 2.1 2.3 1.0 1.2 0.4 2.7 1.1
Oennge_ . ... 4.5 13 4.5 1.5 L1 1.3 1.5 8.2 1.7 0.2 0.6 0.8 0.9
Riveraida______ . __________ 473 1 4.5 2.6 w7 T4 an 11.8 2.4 5.4 11 0.8 1.8
8an Hernarding. . 25.% 5.3 e 1.0 4.8 1o iz 5.4 1.0 I 2.3 0.2 I.1 0.6
fan Diewu_______. B0 i.a 25 06 4t 1.5 07| a7 0.4 B0, (B 0.5 o7
Combrn sty ..., .3 5.0 1.3 0.8 3R 0. 0.2 2.4 0.8 #.5 0.3 1.5 0.8
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N Y ax 1x! 18 4.3 1.1 10 4.0 6.8 1.8 1.0 a5 1.2
Bapramenti. - oo 4540 a1 9.1 ‘3.0 7.5 .7 2.2 5.0 0.3 +.0 2.1 2.5 i1
N R 2.5 5.7 L a4 2.3 3.5 7.8 1.2 5.0 1.6 E& o
ban Joai. oo ooo| 0.0 20 g1 iz 11.% 5.3 3.8 15.E 1.2 z.4 2.8 #.4 1.5
Btaridame.. .. | sem o0& 8.4 0.8 6.0 a.4 1.7 1 0.7 e .5 11
Pulsrm o oo 40.0 2.4 3.3 4.1 8.4 2.4 i.6 1WBer 1B 2.5 0.4 4.5 ad
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TABLE 14
OFFENSE AND AGE AT ADMISSION
MALE PRISOMERS RECEIVED FROM COURT
1945-194%
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Lelly theft with prine o . 196
‘Remeiving slolen prapecky - - a8
Aoto thele_ oL Th
Fowpery . FARE]
Thager. oo oo Aa1
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1% L a 2|
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B 70 an 36 .
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12 E - A 8
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13% 104 &6 T3
a1 50 al e ar
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83 10 125 04
5 H e Al
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TAELE 15

OFFENSE AND RACE
MALE PRISOMERS RECE/YED FROM COGURT

1745-1949
Wiite Merman Negro Qther
Ofenan Toial
Number Preroant N bar TFrrcomik Number Puroent Numbar Forcant
£
T I 12,518 B0 TR 1,628 120 2370 0.5 54l 2.3 %
Hommieion . oo e THE an Ty 125 15.8 ) 35.3 57 PO S
Moardat 1ok ooy meen no j ] 5.0 20 4.8 # 30.8 i2 5.4 &
Murder 84___ ane " 42T a8 15,5 H ¥1.5 10 4.8 E’
Muanainughtar . ___________ - foio Il Bb_ B -1 2.5 118 5.8 15 .9
Mansaughiter, vebielo . _ oo ______. a5 L. I P L P F: 1 IR I IUEU I, E
2,430 1,323 55 0T 5.1 [t 28,1 #1 T 2
140 BES £l.8 138 .0 ara 7.8 ) L7 3
T T 48,1 145 19,4 27 .z Il 1.4
175 m GHI.4 21 1240 =i | 3.2 ] a.d E
810 252 41.3 L3E .6 187 2.4 23 3.5
5 218 oy 126 5.8 171 22,3 T 2.2
a0 6 45,0 12 160 1 32.5 5 ¥.5
2338 1,488 B3.5 93 185 07 a7 H 2.4
ECiry 247 #0.7 53 142 B4 H - 2.0
1,EB5T 1,197 L2 ] 227 3.2 2 2.1 4] *.2
75 al 54.8 [ 0.7 2 8.0 5 8.7
1,109 B BL.E 136 1%.3 274 2.7 13 1.2
a7 516 63,5 ] 12.0 184 93.1 1t 1.4
Pel.l!.;r theft with pHer - .- 166 11z B7.1 5 12.8 ar o9,k I 1.0
Recaiving stolen Froperty 6 5 7.4 | 13 12.5 28 0 2 P S
J—— w75 526 £7.0 e 3.8 123 15.49 3 1 &7
Forgaty oo ooue - e eeemeeaem—a £113% 1,861 84,1 4 2.4 173 4.5 19 n.e
A Iz 1.1
T I a8 210 :54.7I 104 27 .6 68 14
i 18 2.4
. THE Gl 6.8 7 11 G 7.4
gyt N1 I LN IR N B4 N4 B
5 i . . . .
Bodoamy. . .. - -eeemmmmsooooooemoes 122 b 0.3 g Y 13 L6 a 2.6
o3 L 13 .6 b 8.4 2 3.8 1 1.8
i A | ) 1 I P
£ ar 24.0 I8 Fo2 ) i | a¢.a b L]
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TABLE 16

QFFEMSE AND PRIOR CRIMINAL RECORD
MALE PRISONERS RECEIYED FRGM COURT

1945-124%
Ha ot FPrior Jzil vr B e .
Q prer a9 jirrenila Cno prison TR0 Ur MNon pIEms
D enns Tatpl S —
Muwehar Ferceol Tumher Pameul Mumbsr FPemeot Humber Prreeank
... .. o
1 R 12,612 8,224 | .8 4711 ar.y 2,570 k5 2,007 woe &
=
Howdeide .o Lo s T4 |: Atick R4 140 21.1 i) 12.1 43 L3 g
WInrder Fet. ool - agg 123 54.B i 2154 24 | 11.4 14 7.2 &
Bhusder 2d. o0 . oo 233 14n 8.2 b Bl o 121 14 w5 &
Mrrolawebier - oo ... .. 307 182 9.1 13 & dfy 14.3 12 4.3 E
Maooslangherr, wohicla_ _______________ 235 F 1R [ 1 1 PR IR U o
o
BohhATY e .. £ 539 T80 ELCN 155 0.0 arg 6.2 234 e @
Mobebesy Imb ... R 1,401 I8 35,8 5T 3.z 221 1582 17 B.1 %
HRobbecy 2d- .. .. - FiE )l ?r.a AaT 48,8 1215 16. 5 2 .4
frher rehbaly L. 125 ie S 3] 33,4 i 18,4 25 1.4 E
Mmoo L L. 10 213 A5.2 225 3R 17 m.2 5 a7
Amanuls, depdly weapun oo oL oL. San 174 438 34 M H I W] St .4
CHber sasnale, - ... An 41 Hl.k it 3.3 3} ¥.3 3 3.8
Burglary oo e e 2 HER Eir) 4.0 7 A5 ME 23.2 L] 1] 232
Tharglary el .. a7 B 2.1 160 E L 14 5.6 Tl 17,4
Horglaryr 34 .. _____ 1,ERT 35 1+.4 T 4] W 32 2.7 424 L.
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LT e Y 16 [ & N [ 17 e e [T [ [ P,
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TABLE 17

OQFFENSE AND MILITARY RECCRD
MALE PRISONERS RECEIVED FROM COURT

FD

1245-124%
Bervien rorard
No o than
CHiemac Trtal b'::\:: Tokal Honorable dischargs bunoilly dindhurgs
Number Pereenk Numbar Pertenk Numbear Parcant
B T U i%,512 [+ % 3] [ 1 4.7 3,375 2. 2.a04 177
B Ol - o o e e e e e e e ameaeaan T foik] o] 35.5 214 a2r. 2 L] - - |
Murder 1od 224 14H T8 E= L>) 25.4 19 4.k
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']H CallFiRs 1A MALT PRISOMNERS RELTASEDT N PARGLE, Iﬂ?-_'lﬁ (VR AN

wnereas tne redian time scrved bolore [iesi pargle
zonroximared 7o months, the nedlan time served beluerse reparcico
Waa anly 19,2 months., In the case of the reparolea, however, it
was the nonvlolator group who Berved a alightly longer Lime in
proso: pefere reparale ratner Rhan the wialator grouap. Tise na-
Glan time served Tyr onbh groups was 2007 and 19.8 monlns, ce-
seectively.

Thase wviziztors who were convicted of & new felony of -
leriser sapved o longer Lime in prisan before recerole than d4id
tnase who werc nwot so counted, 2+ B monlhs as compared with S8.4
monlns,

Time Zarven On Tarcle Gefore Suspens_on

The Lime ascrved after reparsls to the Doliol ol sua-
pension was condiderably anorter for the Califernia reparoles
tnan far elther group of first paroles as will ke seen Crom trne
data presenled in Tapie 34, Tne rregparoles were guspendod Cor
violaticn after a median towe ol' 4.7 montns on parcle and the
ramee of bhe middie S0 percent of the cases wes 1.2 montis Lo
15,0 pentns,.  This was ngarly bWo months ahortesr a nedian tlme
thar was found in Lhe cazes of Califarnia flrst perolen.

Table Ak

TYPE OF VIDLATION AND TIME SERVED OF PARCLE TO OULFERSICH
men Pavalaed ta Callfornle Swperrisdion

REFAROLES
Lgfh - 150
iy o e oo __ e — e
Time esevved in monthe
Humber
B Range of
Type of viciatlion of Med{nn middle Bod
CHEEH
of ceBes
POBAT & 4 o« on e e a o w 1,013 4.7 1.7 - 15.0
Convicted of & felony. . - . hob B 1.5 - 15.0
Mot convieted of & felooy. . ) b 1.1 - 15.2
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