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FOREWORD

The reliable statistics furnished the Department of Carrections con-
tinuously by the Burean of Criminal Statistics are a vital tool in the
day-to-day administration of the department.

This report affords all those interested in the administration of erim-
inal justice the opportunity to see the total picture, to pinpoint prob-
lems, and to re-evaluate policies and programs with the help of statis-
ties, Each individual or agency concerned with the administration of
eriminal justice will, perhaps, read these data from a particular view-
point. My comments are, naturally, these of a correetional adminis.
trator, '

The fact that the intake of new commitments, the total inmate turn-
over and prison population all reached new highs, of course, poses a
serious housing problem. But it also poses many other significant prob-
lems not so easily apparent,

The record high total population has foreced double-celling and over-
crowding of dormitories in all institutions of the department. The
crowding of two men into a space designed to accommodate barely one
leads to annoyances, frustrations, fights, and finally to even more
serious offenses. It also makes the preveniion and detection of immoral
incidents more difficult. Of eourse, there are limits to how many persans
can be accommodated even if they are packed in like sardines.

It appears overcrowding will eontinue even with the opening of the
nearly completed North Facility at Soledad, and the completion in 1961
of the just-begun medium security institution at Lios Padres. It is evi-
dent, also, that additional facilities for women are needed, and are
indeed already overdue, Another institution for young men similar to
the Deuel Voeational Institution will alse be required,

But even more significant from the long view is the effect of a too-
large population on the program to rehabilitate prisoners. A population
of such size, increasing faster than previeusly estimated, strains every
aspect of the program: from initial classification to final discharge.

The most significant immediate result has been an increase in the
number of able-bodied prisoners idled simply because there is nothing
for them to do. Idleness is not only uneonstruetive in the reformation of
a prisoner, it is actually destructive. In addition, large numbers of idle
prisoners pose the constant threat of disturbances and a weakening
of official controls. That such a disturbance has not materialized may
be ¢redited to the constructive policies of the depariment, the available
correctional program, and the well-trained personnel who man our
institutions.

The size of the prison population and the number of men idle are
not the only faetors that must be considered in prison administration
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APPENDIX [-A

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION BY OFFENSE GROUPS
MALE PRISONERS NEWLY RECEIVED FROM COURT

1953, 1954, 1955, 1956, ond 1957

Offens 16853 1954 1955 1956 1957

3.802 4,003 3,461 4,179 4570

104.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

3.9 3.7 4.7 4.0 3.9

18.6 17.0 17.9 15.4 14.1

3.1 2.8 3.8 3.9 3.6

18.8 20.0 18.6 17.7 1%.6

Thelt except auto. .. _______ 5.3 5.9 7.0 B.2 B.5
Autotheft________________ .. 5.0 4.7 4.2 3.4 4.0
Forgery and checka__ .. _..____ 18.6 18.8 18.7 18.5 18.9
Sex offetwes ________ . ....... 7.9 6.1 7.0 8.7 6.1
Naore ties . _________ 12.6 i6.2 14 4 17.0 14.3
Other offensea_ - _______...._. 5.2 4.0 3.7 5.1 6.4

APPENDIX 1-B

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION BY OFFENSE GROUPS
WOMEN PRISONERS NEWLY RECEIVED FROM COURT

1953, 1954, 1955, 1956, and 1957

Offense 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957

Nuwwber of women____ 174 228 177 253 233

Tuotnl pereent____ .. _...___ 1.0 JLLUN 100.6 100.0 100,80
Vemieide . ... ..o 16.2 12.2 12 .4 2.8 8.2
LRobbery_ . - 6.7 4.8 3.¢ 2.8 6.8
Awaault .o 2.2 4.8 3.4 4.7 3.9
Burglary . . _..eeeeoo .. iM.2 5.3 5.8 5.5 .0
Thelt expept wute_____________ B.4 8.6 14.57 11.1 11,1
Auto theft______ . __. — 0.9 — 0.4 1.3
Forgery ol checks 33.3 g 34.5 32 4 29.6
Sex offenders ... _________.. .. 1.1 1.7 2.8 0.4 0.9
Nurcvbios. .. .. .. ... 1t.0 z22.7 14.8 250 31.3
Other offenses . .o o ________. 6.7 6.1 1.7 4.0 3.9

(85
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BUREAU OF CRIMINAL STATISTICS

The Bureau of Criminal Statistics was placed in the Department of
Justice when organized in 1945, and was given statutory acknowledge-
ment by the California Legislature in 1955. This Bureau has been re-
sponsible for and provided the research and statistical functions of
three State departments:

Department of Corrections
Department of Justice
Department of Youtk Authority

In 1957 the California Legislature ereaied research divisions in the
Depariment of Correetions and in the Department of Youth Authority.
With the staffing and fermation of these two new research divisions it
is the plan that the services provided by the Bureau of Criminal Sta-
tistics for those two departments be transferred to the respective re-
search divisions. Therefore, the present issuc of Califernia Prisoners
1956 and 1957 will be the last to be prepared by the Bureau of Criminal
Statistics.

TECHNICAL STAFF

RONALD H. BEATTIE . e Chief of Burean
FRED A, ENOLES __ o e Deputy Chief
MARIE VIDA RYAN e~ Adult Corrections
JAMES A McCULLOUGH _____ - Adult Corrections
LOI8 G. ONEILL ____ Adult Corrections
RERN M. JACOBRON __________ . . __ Crime and Law Enforcement
AURE(Q BELASCO___________ . __ Crime and Law Enforcement
WALTER K. GIESLECKELD _________ o .l._ Juvenile Probation
JACK A BONDS e Juvenile Probation
GEORGE ¥, DAVIS ______ Progecution and Adolt Probation
CHARLES K, BRIDGLBES __. .. Prosecution and Adult Probation
STUART N, ADAMS Research
ANN C WELCH e Research
IRVIKN W. RAMSEIER_ - -Youth and Delinquency
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