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FOREWORD

About one person for every 740 Californians was in a State correc-
tional institution December 31, 19G0.

In the 20 years ending December 31, 1960, there have been about
68,000 admissions to State prisons, a total approximately equal to
the population of suech California ecities ag Alameda, Bakersfield or
Inglewood.

Twenty-one thousand six hundred and sixty inmates crowded these
institutions at year’s end—enough to populate cities nearly the size
of Qeeanside or San Lorenzo—and nine thousand three hundred aud
three men and women were on parole as of December 31, 1960.

Almost every California village, erossroads setllement and neighbor-
hood has sent men or women to State prisons.

Not the produects only of major eities nor cxclusively from so-called
poor environments, thege inmates present a tremendous variety of back-
ground, educational level, job experience, eriminal pattern, family or-
igrin,

And, most of these thousands, committed from widespread California
areas, will return to their home communnities sooner or later. Only a few
die in prison.

TTow long men and women stay in State prisons depends on a number
of factors—their crime, the miniinum and maximum term limits, their
gencral nature, their response to training and treatment.

But, the faet ig, that the majority of inmates return to society, either
by parole or discharge.

The ohjective of the State’s correctional institutions, therefore, is to
protect society in two ways:

First, by securely confining the men and women sentenced to cor-
rectional Institutions.

Necond, by so training, reorienting and developing them that upon
eventnal release they shall pose a lesser threat to society.

Some inmates, however, are considered so great a threat to society
they never are released.

Designed to bridge the gap from the institution to complete freedom,
parole enables the State to help, to supervise and to control the man
for a period of time prior to discharge. Jf the parolee is unable to
measure up te his new, partial freedom, he may be returned to an
institution.

Within limits established by law, the Adult Authority establishes a
man’s term, decides when a man is ready for transfer to parole under
the Department’s Adult Parole Division. If the man violates hig parole
provisions, the Adult Authority considers the extent of the violation
and determines whether he should be returned to an institution.
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For wonen, the Roard of Trusiees of the California Institution for
Women, determines length of sentence and time of transfer to parole.
The Board also administers the women’s parole program.

Without parole, the State would not have control over released men
and women during the critical period, Tt is this time immediately after
relense when a man or wonan is most prone to return to erime, Ad-
mittedly some men and women fail during parole,

There has been, throngh the vears, a trend to lmprove parole methods
and supoervigion. An example s nalline {esting for those parolees with
a record of nareoties addiction.

Paroled addicts have been taken [rom the streets and returned to
custody as a result of their return o drugs—detected by the State’s
close parole nalline prograni, Suelt return {o eonfinement prevents re-
addiction and erimes to get drugs.

In eonjunction with this program, too, there have been established
short term treatment cenfers for addicts. This same reeonfinement con-
cepl s being developed for nse alse with other parolees whose behavior
indieates the need [or short term reconfinement and treatment.

To cope with the rapid growth of institutional population, the De-
partment. in 1960 eontinued its expansion of the conservation camp
program, procecded with building of a 2,400-man medium security
facility at Los Padres, started construetion of a 1,200-man conserva-
tion center at Susanville, and expanded facilities in some existing in-
stitutions such as the California Institution for Women.

To provide more cffective training for inmates, the Department, too,
has enlisted linndreds of mee and women representing labor and wan-
agement in ils Trade Adyisory Committees—designed to study and
recomimend improvements in trade training prograws,

To develop in inmates the kind of work habits that will enable them
to seenre and hold employment, the Department has worked with the
Correetional ITndustries Commission in improving and expanding its
industries program,

To wmeasnre the suceess of ifs various programs of treatment, both
in institutions and on parole, the Department has developed an ex-
tengive researell program. As one result of this, plans are under way
to combine some features of many programs into a package plan aimed
atl Tnereased Correctionn] Effectiveness. This involves closer measure-
ment. of each inmate’s basic problems and needs and tiimediate place-
ment in appropriate correctional programs,

Mow docs the Depariment process new inmates?

Men are received at Reeeption-(uidance Centers, women at the Cali-
fornia Tnstitution for Women, During this reception period, social, med-
ifeal, and eriminal case histories are compiled and examination given
to identify each inmate’s necds.

Is the offense and background and personality such that an inmate
should be sent Lo a maximum geeurily institution immediately? What
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kinds of treatment are nceded, academie or voeational edueation, in-
dustry, ecamp work, or special attention in a medieal facility? Thesc
are some questions considered in the guidanee center. The Department’s
several institufions provide varying programs (o satisfy basie needs,

Also eared for by the Departinent is a group of youny males eom-
mitted to the Department of the Youth Authority but placed by the
Youth Authority in adult ecorrectional institutions.

The format in this report is similar to that Jn the 1958 and 1959
edition. Most of the statistical tables relate to the adult male and
female felons while in prison and on parole,

Care must be taken in the interpretaiion of statisties which measure
a time interval. The statistics do not taken into aceount cases in which
the interval has net yvet been concluded. For example, time served on
parole can bhe measured only for those persons who have completed
parole.

Where applicable in these statisties, the median is used rather than
the arithmetic average since the median is less distorted by the ex-
tremes of the distribution. The median 38 the mid-point in a series
of values at which 50 percent of the cases arve above and 50 pereent
are below,

Rrcimarp A, MeGre
Dirgetor of Corrections
Sacramento, California
July 1, 1961
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CALIFORNIA PRISONERS
1960

SUMMARY

INSTITUTION POPULATION AND MOVEMENT

The prison population inereased 2,361 in 1960, the greatest amount
of increase ever expericneed in one calendar year. The prison popula-
tion on December 31, 1960, was 21,660 inmates. There were 134.4 prison
inmates for every 100,000 persons in the Clalifornia population,

PRISONERS NEWLY RECEIVED FROM COURT

The 6,028 felons newly received from court during 1960, was the
greatest number ever reeeived in prison during one calendar year in the
history of this State. Male felons were received from court at the rate
of 35.9 men per 100,000 State population, & 1.2 percent increase over
the 1959 rate. The rate for women was 2.1 per 100,000 State population,
& 7.9 percent inerease over the 1979 rate.

Offense

The rate at which the male felons were committed to prison in 1960
was highest for burglary, and forgery and checks, 7.2 per 100,000 State
population for both of these offenses, The rate of commitment was low-
est for the offenses of homieide and assault, 1.4 and 1.2 respectively.
More women were committed to prison for forgery and checks than for
any other offense, yet the commitment rate for this offense group was
less than one (0.8} per 100,000 State population.

Counfy or Area of Commitment

More men were received from Southern California, especially from
Los Angeles County, than from any other region. However, other
counties or areas had a higher rate of commitment per county or area
population,

Age af Admission

A greater percentage of the male felons received in 1960 was in the
20-24 age group than was in the same age group in 1939, but the
median age of those reecived during the two years was about the same,
20.3 years in 1958 and 29.1 years in 1960. The median age for women
was 30.8 years in 1959 and 30.8 years in 1960,

(1)



2 CALIT'ORNIA PRISONERS

Prior Commitment Record

Most male felons hiad served one or more jail or juvenile sentenves
prior to prison admission in 1960, 53.4 pereent. Of the women admitted
in 1960, 41.6 pereent had served no prior eommilment of any kind, and
43.1 percent had served jail or juvenile sentences previously.

Time in State Before Offense

Over two-thirds of the male felons received in California prisons had
resitled in the State of Culifornia ten years or longer,

Edycational Achievement

From 1950 through 1957, the median grade achicvement score of
male felons received from eourt was equivalent to the seventh grade.
Tn 1938 through 1960 the median score has been at the eighth grade
level,

Offense ond Narcotic Addiction

Of the 5,701 male felons received in 1960, 18.6 percent were nareotic
addiets. Less than 10 pereent of the men admitted were marijuana
NSETS,

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE POFULATION IN PRISON

The prison population was 21,660 on December 31, 1960. Character-
istics of inmates 11 prison differ from the characteristies of persons at
time of admission,

Offense

Robbery was the offense group with the highest percentage (19.8%)
of men in prison on December 31, 1960. Durglary ranked second, and
narcotics third. One-third of all women felons in prison on December 31,
1960 were forgers or check writers, Narcotic offenders ranked second.

Age

The median age of men in prison decreased from 33.0 vears as of
December 31, 1960, to 31.9 years by 1960. The median age of women
was 31.2 years on December 31, 1950, and 32.7 years in 1960,

Prior Commitment Record

Almost one-half ef the men in prison had served one or more prison
terms prior to the present inearceration, However, one-fourth of the
women in prison had served one or more prison ferms prior to the
present incareeration. Men with no prior commitment record comprised
about 12 percent of the male felon population, Women with no prior
commitment record made up 32 percent of the women felon prison
popnlation.

Status With Reference fo Parole

About 75 pereent of male felons and of the women in prison on De-
cember 81, 1960, were persons who had not been paroled since commit-
ment.



SUMMARY 3

PRISONERS RELEASED

About 98 percent of all male felons and 99 pereent of all women
felons released [rom prison were returned to free society. Of the 5,711
male prisoners released during 1960, 85.3 pereent were paroled, 13.1
pereent were discharged at expiration of sentence, and 1.6 percent dicd
or were executed. Most women were parcled from prison. Only 16
women (3.7 pereent) of the 429 women released during 1960 were dis-
charged directly from prison at expirvation of sentence. More women
were placed under parole supervision in 1960 than ever before in the
higtory of California.

Parole

The median time served by male felans before first parole was rela-
tively constant from 1950 through 1958 {30 months). The median time
has deercased in the last two vears to 24 months, Median time served
by women felons prior to (irst parole has varied only three months dur-
ing the 1950 deeade (26 months to 23 months). In 1960 the median
dropped to 20 months for women paroled for the first time.

Male parolees returned to prison with a new commitment served a
median of 33 months before reparcle in 1960, Male parolces returned
without a new ecommitnent served a median of 21 months before re-
parele in 1460, Women felons relurned from parole with a new com-
mitment served a median of 23 months before reparole in 1960, while
those refurned without a new commitment served 13 months before
reparole,

Dischorge of Expiration of Sentence

The number of adalt male felons dischareed from prison at expiration
of sentence decereased from 1,324 in 1959 to 730 in 1960. Men who served
their entire senfence in prison withont having been paroled spent a
median of 24 wonths in prison hefore discharge in 1960, Male prisoners
re-released from prison at expiration of sentenee after return from
parole with a new commitment served a median of 33 months in prison
before discharge 1 1960, AMen discharged from prison in 1060 after
having heen returned from parole without a new commitment, served
17 months.

PAROLE POPULATION AND MOVEMENT

Approximately 9300 felons were on aetive parole from California
prisons as of December 31, 1960, Of these, 8,505 were men and 798
were women., Comparing 1960 with 1939, fewer male felons were placed
on parole, fewer men were discharged [rom parole, and fewer deaths
ocenrred. At the same time more men were suspended from active
parole and more men were reinstated to aetive parole after suspension,
The number of women under parole supervision incereaged during 1960
from 688 on January 1, to 798 by DPecember 31
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CHARACTERISTICS OF THE POPULATION ON PAROLE

As of Deeember 31, 1960, the California male parole population was
8,503 men, an increase of 94 percent from the 4,407 men on parole in
1950, During the same period, the number of women on active parole
inereased 253 pereent, from 226 women as of December 31, 1950, to 798
women on the same date in 1960,

Offense

Men who eommitted robbery aceounted for the largest percentage of
men ou parcle in 1950 through 1960, except in 1954 and 1%59. Those
convieted of burglary were the second largest percentage group, except
in 1954 and 1939 when they ranked first. Women convicted of forgery
and eheck offenses ecomprised 37 pereent of the women parole popula-
tion in 1980. This offense gronp of women felons has ranked first in
the percentage distribution of coffenses since 1952.

Number of Times on Parole

Most of the men (84 pereent) on active parole in 1960 were serving
their first parole under their present convietions. Slightly more than
three-fourths of the women on parele in 1960 were serving first parole.

DISCHARGE FROM PAROLE

The 1,878 men discharged from first parele during 1960 served a
median of 24 months on parele, The 168 men discharged in 1960 from
reparole alter return to prison with a new commitment served a median
of 24 months, and the 100 men discharped from reparole after return
to prigon without a new eommitment served & mediau of 16.5 months on
reparole hefore discharge, The 125 women parolees diseharged from
first parole during 1960 served a median of 37 months on parole before
discharee,

Offense

Of those discharged in 1960 from first parcle, men convieted for
murder second dogree served a greater amount of tinme on parole before
discharge, 48 months, than any other offense group. Manslaughter and
robhery ranked second highest in time served, 33 months. Those con-
vieted of lewd acts with ehildren ranked third, 32.5 months.

Time Served in Prison ond on Parole

Men diseharged in 1960 from first parole, served a median time of 27
months in prison before parole and a median of 24 months on parole
before discharge. Men sorved three months more in prison than on
parole. The 125 women discharged during 1960 from first parole served
a4 median of 23 months in prison before parole and a median of 37
months on parole before disecharge. Women served 14 months more
time on parole than in prison.



INSTITUTION POPULATION AND MOVEMENT

Prison population increased 2,361 in 1960, the greatest amount ever
in one year. On the last day of 1960, the prison population in (alifor-
nig had grown to 21,660 from 19,299 at the beginning of the vear. This
change by an additienal 2,361 inmates represents a 12.2 percent in-
crease in the period of one year. Comparisons show that prison popu-
lation in 1960 has increased #6.8 percent since 1950, 164.9 percent
since 1940, and 206.3 percent since 1930.

The growth of prison pepulation is reflected not only in percentage
change, but also in the rate per 100,000 State population. For every
100,000 persons in California on December 31, 1960, there were 134.4
prison tnmates, This rate is more than double the lowest rate of 65.2
inmates per 100,000 State population during World War 11, and is
greater than the rafe in any other year since 1935, when it was 146.3
per 100,000, These data are seen in Table 1. The relative change of
prison population with respect to State pepulation, is shown pictorially,
vear by vear, in Chart L.

The total prison population was distributed among the cight major
institutions, as shown in Table 2. Although all institutions were over-
ecrowded in 1960, the brunt of the large increase during 1960 had to
be absorbed primarily by California State P’rison at Folsom and Cali-
fornia State Trison at San Quentin, These two institutions deeounted
for 404 percent of all inmates under custody of the Department of
Corrections, as of December 31, 1960.

A total of 1,800 male felons were engaged in camp work n 30 loca-
tivns on December 37, 1960. The Department of Correetions in eonjunc-
tion with the California Department of Natural Tesources and the
California Departinent of Publie Works operates the conservation
eamp program. The men in these forestry eamps and road camps lo-
cated in remote areas of the State, are supervised hy four California
prisons, California Institution for Men, Correctional Training Facility,
Folsom prison, and San Quentin prison. These institutions are regpon-
sible for the custody, and the training of the inmates engaged in con-
servation work. About 10 pereent of the male felony prison population
is employed in these healthful, and natural resource comservation oe-
cupations. The eamp population is included in the institutional count
shown in Table 2.

The prisoners in the Depariment of Corrections facilities eonsist of
three main categories. These are, first, men and women felons, second,
the Youth Authority wards, and third, other men and women. The
other group is iu prison for enstody, treatment, or diagnosis, and is
comprised of recaleitrant tubereulars, sex psychopaths, psychopathie
delinquents, and county wards for diagnostic study or for safekeeping.,

(6)
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TABLE 1

PRISON POPULATION, RATE PER CALIFORNIA POPULATION
AND ANNUAL CHANGE

December 31, 1930-1960

Annual change
Tlute per prison population
Deeember 31 PPrisan 10K, 00D . ) e
pupmlalion California
pragnclntion® MNumbaer Pircoent
7.071 1224 — —
FRAE:] 121.35 47 0.7
7415 126.7 anT 5.6
8,433 1356 K18 .o
B2 147.58 gt A
9,156 146.3 144 1.3
8,586 133.4 - BTl — 8.2
8 108 123.0 — 478 -- 5.6
&h11 1281 SR 6.2
8715 i26.4 104 1.2
B 1RO 115.3 — 535 — 6.1
7,203 95.2 — 077 - 12,0
6,049 74.5 —1,15¢ —16.0
5,729 63.7 — 320 - 5.3
5,710 63.2 19 B { -1
5,625 71.7 HAE] 16.1
T.830 BT 121t 18.3
9,036 80.8 L1187 15.3
10,084 7.6 1.048 1.4
10,899 i03.1 Bl3 2.1
11,548 | 1005, % 3] .1
11430 H 4.7 341 2.4
13,169 1o.2 1,230 10.3
14,149 114.3 480 7.4
15,476 120.0 1.227 .7
15,230 Tid.4% — 146 — L.t}
15,532 : 1.9 302 2.0
14,818 f 117.2 1,380 8.9
19,202 127.9 2,284 135
16,209 1241 97 0.5
1960 __ . _______.. 21,860 134 .4 2.an1 12.2

* Californla population estimates based en State Department of Finance figures.

The Youth Autherity wards are boys or girls comuitted to the Youth
Authority and placed by that Authority in the Department of Cor-
reetions facilities. The Denel Voeational Institution, the Correetional
Training Facility, and the California Medical Faellity care for most
of the Youth Authority boys, California Tnstitution for Women had a
few Youth Authority girls during the year.

The principal groups of the population in prison ave the male felons
and women felons committed by the California Superior Courts. In
this study, the emphasis is on the felon population. The men and the
women felony statistics are presented separately. As of Deecember 31,
1960, there were 19,232 men and 817 women felong in prison. At the
same time there was a total of 1,740 Youth Authority boys, 9 Youth
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TABLE 2

POPULATION OF CALIFORNIA PRISONS
December 31, 1956 through 1960

Institution 1154 1457 1838 1959 1960

Tatel oo o .. PO 15,532 16,918 19,202 19,299 21,660
Culifornia Institation for 3len 2 A7R h e 2 S 9 puitl 3,520
Califurnis Medical Faeilive, -0 .0 . 1,352 10400 2144 3407 2,062
Culifornia Mems Colany -0 - ___.__ 1,128 1,156 1.7 3003 1,350 1,371
Correctiona] Trainine Pacility* 0 ___ __ b | 2145 2 468 3,623 3,640
Dienel Voralional Tnstitution _____________ 1,201 1,237 1,241 1,585 1,679
Folsom 'rison__ ... ... ... . Coee | Auaz 2,643 3,264 2,701 3,335
Han {mentin Prison L .. 4,102 4,308 5,171 3,563 5424
Culifvrnia Lonstitation for Wonen A1 664 730 809 820

* Cotrectlonal Tralning Facility prior to September 13, 1458 was named Suledad Prison.

Aunthority girls, 18 male recaleitrant tuberculars, 16 niale sex psyeho-
paths, 9 male psyehopathic delinguents, 6 male felons from other
states, 1 male federal prisoner, 6 men and 1 woman county cases for
diagnostic study, 2 men from Mental Hygiene, and 1 man for county
sufekeeping.

The popnlation 1 prison at any one time is dependent npon the
movement of men and women into and ont of penal iustitutions,
Table 3. The amount of movement in the prison population was greater
during 1960 than tu the previous vear. The two principal kinds of in-
take are prisoners newly received from court and prisoners returned
Trom parole. The prineipal methods of release are by parole and by
direct discharge from prison at expiration of sentence,

The 6,028 felons newly received from court during 1960 was {he
greatest mumber ever received in prison during one calendar year in
the history of this Stefe. This total wasg 310 more felons than the 5,718
received during 1959 The number of parolees returned to prison
(2,283} during 1960 was over 29.9 percent higher than the nnmber
{1,757) returned during 1939. While these two Intake figures were
greater i 1960 than in 1959, the munber released from prison in 1960
was less than the 1959 figure. ln 1960, 766 felons were discharged at
expiration of sentence, while 1,345 were discharged in 1959, There
were 5,283 persons placed under parole supervision in 1960, as com-
pared with 6,110 in 1959. The number of felons released from prison
by discharge or parole in 1959 was much higher than in any of the
preceding years. The 1960 release firures are more in keeping with the
trends u years prior to 1959, When the men and women felons are
studied independently, the release patierns differ. The number of men
paroled in 1960 was 4,871 as compared with 5751 in 1959, The number
of women paroled Inereased from 359 in 1959, to 412 in 1964}

The total population in prison increased 2,361 inmates from Decem-
ber 31, 1959 to December 31, 1960. This inerease consisted of 2,139
adult male felons, 18% Youth Authority boys, 20 women inmates, and
13 other males,
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PRISONERS NEWLY RECEIVED FROM COURT

Male feloms were newly received from court in 1960 at the rete of 35.9
men per 100,000 State population, ¢ 1.2 pereent increase over the 1959
rate. The rate for the women was 2.1 per 100,000 Slate population, a
7.9 percent tnerease over the 1959 rafe. During 1960, 5,701 men and 327
women felous were received in prison from superior court.

A person is sentenced 1o the Director of Correetions after he has
been fonnd guilty of a erime by the superior court. The man seutenced
under an indeterminate or a lfe sentenee is received by the Depart-
ment of Correetions at the Northern Reception-Gluidance Center, at the
California Medieal Facility, or the Southern Reeeption-Guidance Cen-
ter, at the California Tnstitution for Men. A man with a death sentenee
is received at San Quentin prison.

The reception-guidance eenter staff studies caeh prisoner’s sociologi-
cal, psychological, medieal, criminal, and work background, and pre-
pares a case history whicll is eoutinnonsly kept up to date while the
man is in prison or on parole. The case history iy a guide for helping
correctional officials meet the individual hmnate's training and treat-
ment needs, and is 4 record of adjustuent problems of the inmate while
in the institution or while under parole supervision, The women felons
are received at California Tnstitution for Women where 4 similar bis-
tory is prepared. Case Listorics are the statistical souree documents.

The presentation of data in this chapter is in three sub-divisions.
The first is & comparison of the number received from court with the
number of persons in the State of California. The second sub-division
is a comparison between the percentage distribution of the eharacteris-
ties of persons received in 1959 with those received in 1960. The last
sub-division is a comparison of the offense group and other important
characteristics for the male felons,

OFFENSE

The rate at which male felons were committed o prison {(n 1960 was
highest for burglary, and for forgery and checks, 7.2 per 100,000 Stale
population for both of these offenscs. The rate of commitment was low-
est for the offenses of homicide and assaull, 1.4 and 1.2 respectively.
The oftense for which a person is committed to prison is one of the
most important factors available for differentiating between types of
offenders. The standard general offense groupings are used in this
report. For statistical purposes, each person committed to prison is

(10}
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classified by only one offense. If a person is eomuiitted to prison for
more than one type of offense, only the most serious, as indicated by
the maximum punishment preseribed by law, is counted.

Rate Per 100,000 State Population

The number of men newly committed to priseu, the rate of commit-
ments per 100,000 State population for each of the major offense
groups, and the pereentage change between the 1960 rate and the 1959
rate are given in Table 4A. While the actual number of male felous
received from court inereased by 275 men in 1360 as compuared with
1959, the actual number of men admiited for sex offenses or for theft
except aute deercased in 1860, These two offenses showed a percentage
drop in rate per 100,000 State population in 1960 over 1959 of 17
percent. for sex offenders and 11 percent for the theft group. Chart 14
graphically depiets the rate of commitment of each offense group for
male felons newly reecived from ecourt during 1959 and during 1960
The offense groups are ordered [rom the hizhest to the lowest rate,

Maore women were committed fo prisan in 1960 for forgery and clecks
than for any other offense, yei the eommitmen! rafe was less than one
(0.8) per 100,000 Rtate population. The mumber of women felons, the
rate of commitment, and the pereentage change in rates of 1960 over
1959 are shown in Table 4B. The rates of commitment for women felons
are markedly lower than for the men; only about two women for every
100,000 population in California were admitted te prison in 1960.

Percentage Distribution

Twae clusters of offense groups vesult when the offenses of male felons
are expressed as n percentage of the lolal number of new commitments,
Table 5A. Those commitied for robbery, burglary, forzery and checks,
and nareotics are in the first cluster, each being between 13-20 pereent
of the number of men received from court. The offenses in the sceond
cluster vary between 3 and 8 percent of the male felons reecived. Male
felons received during 1960, for the offenses of robbery, burglary, for-
gerv and checks, and narcoties acconnted for 703 percent of the men
newly admitted, Chart TTI-A shows how the proportions of these four
offenses have formed one eluster, separated from the eluster of the
remaining offenses over the years from 1950 throngh 1960. Nareotie
offenses changed from one cluster to another, from a lesser pereent to
a much greater pereent, but this offense gronp has not shown much
inerease in percentage since 1954,

The four proportionately largest offense groups of women feloms
newly received from court in 1960 were homicide, theft, forgery and
checks, and narcoties, which comprised 82,2 percent of the women
newly received. Forgers and check writers alone made np 40 percent
of the women admitted fo prison in 1960, Table 5B. The offense eroups
of women cxpressed in percentages are shown in Chart [11-13 for ihe
yvears 1950 through 1960, TInlike the percentage distribution for the
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TABLE 4A
OFFENSE GROUPS AND COMMITMENT RATE
PER 100,000 CALIFORNIA POPULATION
MALE PRISCNERS NEWLY RECEIVED FROM COQURT
1959 and 1960

1059 1960
R Percent
change
Ofiense liate per Hato per in rate
Numb 100,000 Num't 100,000 | 1960 over
HEIBRET | popula- Sumber | opnla- 1056
tion* tion*

Total . . oL _.__ 5426 35.0 5,701 33.9 1.2
Homieide_ . ___________________ 19¥ 1.3 218 1.4 6.2
Murder 1st._____ 48 - 51 — —
Murder 2nd__ ... i1 —= 67 em —
Manslaughter______ ... __ . 6#7 — 86 — -
Maunslaughter by vehiele. . _______ T4 — 14 — —
Robhbery L ___ 747 4.9 781 4.9 0.6
Roubbery 1st_____ 456 - R2T — —
Robbery 2nd____ 248 - 212 — —
Other_____ . oo ... 43 — 42 — —
Asmanlt. ... . .. 183 1.2 187 1.2 —1.7
Arsault with deadly weapon._. . 144 - 159 — ---
Other .. 39 — 28 - —
Burglary___ _______ .. .___.___.._____| LO0TO 7.0 1,143 7.2 3.0
Durselary st ..o ... 110 — 121 — —
Burglary 2nd_____.. . .- - s k) - HE2 — —
Other . . .. 35 — 40 — —
Theft excapt auto 339 2.2 313 2.0 —10.9
(irand theft 177 - 144 — —
Petty theft with prier__________.______ 115 — 67 — —
Receiving stolen property - . . 12 — 52 — —
Other_.____. R 5 — 4 — —
Autothelt_ .o L _________ 226 1.5 280 1.8 19.6
Torgery and ehecks_ - ___.______.__ 1,022 6.7 1,147 7.2 8.2

314 2.3 206 1.9 —16.9
120 — 109 — et
142 -— 120 - —
73 — 67 — —

Narcotics . ... oo 820 8.0 040 5.9 —1.5
Opiate derivative. _____._. ... . .___. G16 — 3 —
Marijuana_____. e o 404 - - g7 — —

Other offerwes . _______________________ 378 2.5 346 2.5 0.4
Deadly weapon______._.. ... - .. . 32 ar - —
Dheunk driving.. ... ___ 26 — 43 — —
Failure to render aid A — i4 -- —
Abortion____.. . - _._ 5 — 10 — —
ATRon._ o __________ 21 — 18 — —
Escape from jail or connty camp_ 205 — 188 — —
Kidnapping . _ _____ 37 - an — —
Habitual eriminal . B — — — —
Other . 42 — 47 — —

* California population estimates from State Department of Flnanee publication, “California’s Population,”
Aupust 1858, and special report December 16, I960.
Rate computed to twoe declmal places.
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CHART 1L
RATE OF COMMITMENT BY OFFENSE GROUPS

MEN PRISONERS RECEIVED FROM GOURT
1959 AND 1960

RATE PER 100,000 CALIFORNIA STATE POPULATION
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TABLE 4B

OFFENSE GROUPS AND COMMITMENT RATE

PER 100,000 CALIFORNIA POPULATION

WOMEN PRISOMERS NEWLY RECEIVED FROM COURT
1959 and 1960

1550 19G0
| Perrent
change
OHTorie Lata per Tate per in rate
Noamb 100,000 Numk JHLDO0 1460 over
SNumber oo sulan umber 1 Lopula- 1950
tipn¥ tion*

Total ... . ... .- 242 1.9 327 2.1 7.9
Mewsicide . Lol 21 0.2 32 0.2 25.6
Murder 1st__ 4 — 3 — —
Murder 2ned .o __ . 2 7 — —
Manslsugheor oo _ . 18 — 22 — —

Hobibwry I 15 —_ 22 — -
Aaspult oL 19 — 10 — —
Rurgelury _____ . 18 — 16 — —
Thefbo.___.. ..__ e emmmee el 36 0.2 40 6.3 2.7
Foreeey and cheeks -o_ .. -.____. 101 7 131 0.2 25.8
Hex uffenses - ... ... ... 2 — — —
MNareotics e i 0.4 61 0.4 -9.3
Opiate derivative Gl — 44 — —
Murijunnm_ . 14 — 17 — —
Other offenses .. ..., el 12 — i — —
® Cadifornia population estimates from State Depactment of Finance puablicallon, 'Californla’s Vepnlation,”
Awnet 1000 anel spevial report Neeember 16, 1060,
Rate vompubed ta two deeimial ppaces,
TABLE SA
OFFENMSE GROUPS EXPRESSED IN PERCENTAGES
MALE PRISOMERS NEWLY RECEIVED FROM CCURT
1956 through 1940
Hlense Hind 1857 1658 15359 1960
Witaber of men . ___ .. I 38 i1 4,570 5,140 5424 5,701
Total peresnt. oo . ._____ 1000 1001} 100, 100.0 100.0
Howdeide . ______ ... 4.0 3.4 3.9 .8 3.8
Wabhery oo . _o____ [ 15.4 4.1 15.5 13.8 13.7
Assaulboo . oo L ool R . 3.0 3.6 4.0 3.4 3.3
Bunglary ... ... ..-.. 17.7 19.6 1.2 19.7 20.0
Theft except ante. ________ _.___.____ . R 8.2 6.5 6.5 6.2 5.5
Autothefe oo oL ol Looll. 3.5 4.6 4.7 4.2 4.9
Forgery und cheeks_ o ___ . ______. 185 18.9 19.8 18.8 20.1
Hex offenses_ oL ..o .._.. e 6.7 f.1 £.3 6.3 5.2
Narpoties_ ___ ... _____ . el 7.0 15.3 1.5 16.9 16.5
Other offenses .. ____. . _______ I bl G4 3.6 7.1 7.0
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CHART II A

OFFENSE GROUPS EXPRESSED IN PERCENTAGES

MEN PRISONERS RECEIVED FROM GDURT
195G through 1960
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TABLE 5B
OFFENSE GROUPS EXPRESSED IN PERCENTAGES
WOMEN PRISONERS NEWLY RECEIVED FROM COQURT
1956 through 1960

Offense 1956 1957 1958 1054 1960

Number of women. __ ... _____ 253 233 2G5 202 327

Total pereent .- ___________ ... x4 100.0 100.0¢ 100.40 190.0

Homieide_ ___________._ . ...__.______. w.8 8.2 9.8 8.3 .8

Robhery_ . . L 2.8 6.8 8.3 5.1 8.7

Amsault oo e ___.. 4.7 3.9 1.9 6.5 3.1

Burglary e 5.5 3.0 4.9 6.2 1.9

Theft____ oo . ee- 11.5 12.4 10.6 12.3 13.7
Forgery and checks. . __. o ________ 32.4 29.6G 35.5 34.6 40.1
0.4 0.4 0.4 0.6 —

28.9 3.2 24.5 22.3 18.8

4.0 3.9 4.1 4.1 3.1

men, the proportions are not as stable from year to year, nor is any
clustering of offense groups readily apparent.

COUNTY OR AREA OF COMMITMENT

More men were received into prison from Southern Californiz, espe-
eielly from Los Angeles County, than from any other region. However,
other countics or areas had a higher rate af commitment per county
or areq population. California has been considered as divided into geo-
graphical sub-areas for the purpose of studying the location from which
the prisoners are committed to prison.

The region composed of the seven San Joaquin Valley counties had
the highest commitment rate for male felong in 1960, 49.0 men per
100,000+ population, The San Franciseo Bay area counties, excluding
Alameda County and San Kranecisco County, had the lowest rate of
commitment, 23.3 per 100,000 population. These data are compared
with the 1959 data in Table 6A. The percentage increase in commit-
ment rate for 1960 over 1959 was greatest for the area of the 22 other
counties, 24.2 percent. The ten Sacramente Valley counties had the
Iargest percentage deerease in eommitment rates from 1959 to 1960,
7.8 percent, The number of men and women felons recceived from each
county during 1959 and 1960 is shown in the Appendix.

Although the Los Angeles Superior Cowrt committed 40 percent
of all the wamen felons recetved in 1960, the rate of commitment per
100,000 couniy population was greater for the seven San Joaquin Val-
ley counties and for the 22 other countics than for the Los Angeles
County, The commitment rate and the percentage change in rates of
the women felons received in 1959 and 1960 are given by county or
area of commitment in Table 6B.

The Appendix shows the number of men and women newly received
from court during 1959 and 1960 by the county of commitment.
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TABLE 64

COMMITMENT RATE BY COUNTY OR AREA
MALE PRISONERS NEWLY RECEIVED FROM COURT
1959 and 1980

1959 1864

_ __| Percent

chango

County or ares of commitment Ratn per Rate per in rata

Numher 100,000 Number 100,008 | 1960 pver
populia- popula- 1959
tion¥ tion*

Total o . 5,426 35.5 5701 a5.49 1.2
Southern Coliforwia- . .-.__. ....__. - 3442 37.7 3.560 37.5 -0.5
Los Angeles County . oo _ U 2112 KEWH 2,191 36,0 1.1
Sother countles__. ... ... _.____. 1,230 41.7 1,369 40.2 —3.5
San Franciseo Bay Area . . ______. 8Y3 24.3 5] Z26.4 8.4
Alameds County___ - _____.___  .___. 273 a0.4 279 30.68 0.9
Ban Franciseo County . - .. __ .. 220 27 .8 222 29 .9 7.4
7othereountica._ ... __... P 383 20,1 468 23,3 15.8
Halanee of SBtate. _____. e 1.106 43.4 3,172 43 .4 0.0
14 Bacrmmenta Yulley coundies. __ - ___ 346 404 334 37.2 —7.5
7 San Joaquin Valley counties 533 5.3 563 45.0 —4.4
22 gther eonnties. . ___.___.._.. ... 217 5341 285 42.4 24.2

* Califnrnia populatlon estimales From State Department of Finance poblicaiion, “Califormia’s Populatlon,””
Agpuet 1930 and speeclal report Doeember L6, 1900,
Rate eomputed to two decimal places.

TABLE &8

COMMITMENT RATE BY COUNTY OR AREA
WOMEN PRISONERS NEWLY RECEIVED FROM COURT
1959 and 1960

1859 1960

_ Percont

cliange

County or area of comimitment Rate per Rate per in rate

Number 100,000 Number 100,000 | 1964 over
popula- - popula- 1959
tion® tion*

Total._.. .___. e el 292 1.9 327 2.1 7.4
Bouthern Californin . .o . . 12 2.1 204 2.1 1.9
Los Angeles County . 124 2.1 132 2.2 3.3
O other pounties____ GB 2.1 T2 2.1 —0.9
Ban Vranciseo Bay Area____ .. .___. 44 1.3 62 1.7 32.0
Algmeda (lounty o . ... __ 17 1.9 14 i.g —0.5
San Franeiseo County .. ... ... 14 1.8 15 1.6 —7.3
Tather counties . ____ . .. ____.-_. 15 3.8 33 1.6 109.0
Bulutiee of Btate. . _____ ... __ . 54 2.1 G1 2.3 6.1
10 Bacramento Valley eountiea. .. .__. 15 1.8 15 1.7 —T7.2
7 San Jouquin Yalley counties. . ____ 28 2.6 28 2.5 —4.6
22 othercountles_.__________ ._______ 11 1.7 18 2.7 54.3

* Culitornia population extimates from State Deparlment of Finanee publcation, “Cakifornda’s Population,”
August 195% and special report December 18, 1350,
Bate compuled to two decimal places.
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AGE AT ADMISSION

A greater pereent of the male felons reccived in 1960 was in the
20-24 age group than these recetved in 1939, bul the median age of
those recetved diring the two years was about {the same. The median
represents that poiut in the distribution of age below which onc-half
the cases are vounger and above which the other half are older. The
median age of men newly received frim court during 1960 was 20.1
years das compared with 29,3 years for those reecived in 1959,

Of the men received in 1960, 28.8 percent were in the 20-24 age
group, while 27.0 pereent of the 1939 admissions had been in the gsame
age group. The percentage of male felony under 21 years at time of
admission to prison was 8.5 pereent in 1960 admissions and 4.3 percont
in 1959 admissions. The mumber of men and the percentage distribution
of age at commitment are given in Table TA.

The nmiedian age of women ovdmilied lo preson was 30.6 years in 1959
and 30.8 years in 1960, The women under 25 years of age comprised
25.7 percent of those newly rveceived from court in 1959, and 26.9 per-
cent of those received in 1960, Table 7B,

TABLE 7A

AGE AT ADMISSION
MALE PRISONERS NEWLY RECEIVED FROM COURT
195% and 1960

1959 1960
Ape at adinission in years _ : Cee— e C e ———
Number Pareent Number Pereent
Total ____ . .. 5,426 L0t 0 5,701 100, 0
Under 20 ______________________. - 244 1.9 233 ] 4.1
P 17 9 1 —
B3 — A}
10 il Lol . it — 164
2024 el o.o- 1,406 270 1,641 28.58
p . 240 — 254 —
a3 -—- SE0 —
322 365 —
azi - 326 .
a7 — Al
5-28_ .. e e 1,155 21.3 1,140 0.9
3034 _ o ___. [T 17.4 G5 16.9
3539 _ .. .o 607 1.2 651 11.9
044 L ___. 304 7.2 421 T4
45-4Y9_ ... .. . 25 4.7 TR 4.9
50 and over. . . C el 341 6.3 iy 5.1
Medianage_ - __________________ 20.3 29.1
Percent nnder 21 . _______ 0 8.5
Percent nnder 25____ .. _ ... R 41,4 32.9

2—43510



20 CALIFORNIA PRISONERS

TABLE 7B

AGE AT ADMISSION
WOMEN PRISONERS NEWLY RECEIVED FROM COURT
1959 and 1960

1959 1980
Ape gt admission in years s
Numher Percent Number Percent

Total. . L. 202 100.4 327 103,90
Under 20___________ . .o...o_. 19 6.5 L] 2.7

1817 . __ - — — —_

18, ... e ] — 1 —

.o 10 — ) —
OB . 56 19.2 Ta 24.2

12 — 17 —

12 — 14 _—

12 — 16 —

11 — 15 —

9 — 16 —
64 21.9 65 19.9
a0 20.5 70 21.4
39 13.4 30 11.9
az 11.4Q 31 9.5
7 2.4 14 4.3

15 5.1 20 6.1

Medino apa_______________________ 0.6 30.8

Pergent under 21 ___________ 10.8 8.0
Pereent under 25__________________ 25.7 26.9

ETHNIC GROUPS

Of the male felons newly received from court during 1960, 60.6 per-
eent, were of the white ethnic group. About one-fifth were classified
as Negro, and 16.7 percent were of Mexican deseent, Table 8A. The
pereentage of men of Mexican descent was slightly more in 1960 than
the percentage in 1959, 16.7 pereent and 15.9 percent respectively.

Proportionately more women of the white ethnic gronp were received
in 1960 than in 1959, 7.6 percent as compared with 65.8 pereent. Only
16 (4.9 pereent) of the 327 women newly received from court in 1960
were of Mexican descent, Tuble 813,

PRIOR COMMITMENT RECORD

Mast male felon prisoners newly received from court had served one
or more jail or fuvenile senfences prior o admission io prison in 1960.
When cach prisoner is received in the Department of Corrections his
prior commitment record is stidied and classified as to the number and
type of sentence which had been served previous to the present admis-
sion. Information on prior commitments is obtained in the reports
from the Federal Burean of Investigation and the California Bureau
of Criminal Identification and Investigation, and alse from the inmate
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while in the reception-gnidance eenter. A prior commitment history may
affect the length of time served in prison and on parole. Tn this report,
the prior commitment histories are grouped in three prineipal classes:
{1} no prior eriminal ecommitment served, (2) time served previously
in oue er more jail or juvenile institutions, and (3) time served previ-

ously in a prison.

Most men admitted to prison in 1960 had had only a prior jail or
juvenile commitment, 53.4 pereent. Almost one-third had served one
or more prison commitments. The men newly admitted who had net

TABLE BA

ETHNIC GROUPS
MALE PRISOMERS NEWLY RECEIVED FROM COURT
1959 and 19460

1659 1960
Ethnir groups
Nitimber Pereent Number I*ercent
Total _____________________ 5426 100.G 5,701 100.0
White_____________________. _. 3,204 60.7 3,457 60,6
Mexican descent ... Lo ... BG4 i3.9 gal 16.7
Megro . oo oo 1,150 1.2 1,183 20.8
L0 T 117 2.2 110 1.9
American Indian_ _______________ G0 1.1 68 1.2
Chinese__ _ . ____________________ 6 0.1 & a.1
Japanese. . oo _____.... 10 a.2 6 ok
Filipino- - .. .o ... 24 0.6 iz 0.2
Huwsiian_______________________ 10 a.2 13 .3
Other* . o iaeecieacea oo 2 0.0 1 0.0
* Includes 1 Guamanian apd 1 Malayan In 10058, and 1 Samoan in 1068
TABLE 8B
ETHNIC GROUPS
WOMEN PRISONERS NEWLY RECEIVED FROM COURT
1952 and 1960
1654 960
Ethnie groups 7777 —
Number Percent Number Percent
Total . 292 100.0 a27 100.0
White____ . ... ______. 192 63.8 221 a7.4
10 3.4 16 1.9
ki 26.4 B 25.7
13 4.4 6 1.8
10 3.4 5 1.5
Filipino_ ______________._____. _.. 2 a.7 — —
Hawaiian 1 0.3 — —
Qther¥_________________________ — — 1 0.3

* Intludes 1 Cuamanian in 1840,
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served any previous commitments accounted for 13.5 perceut, The per-
centage distributions of prior eriminal reeord for men newly received
from court in 1959 and in 1960 are given in Table 9A. Of the men
newly reeeived from ecourt in 1959, 51 percent had been in a jail or
juvenile institution. Those with a prior prison reeord comprised 34.9
percent. of the moen adwitied. Those whoe had never served a sentence
in eoufinemwent before heing reeeived in prison was 14 percent in 1939

TABLE 9A

PRIOR COMMITMENT RECORD
MALE PRISONERS NEWLY RECEIVED FROM COURT
1959 and 1980

TE5T} 1060
Type of prior comenitroent. -
Number Pereent Number Parennt

Total . ___________._.. . 5,420 100.0 5701 100.0

No prior commitment - . _____ 758 4.0 768 i3.5
Prior jail vr juvenile unly oo ____ 2,773 51.1 3,043 53.4
Trior prison commitment. o _______ 1.803 HE W] 1,HiH) 33.1
One prison____. _________...___ 1004 18.5 T 17.1
Two prisen _ 424 T4 481 8.4
Theea oF more prison - . .. 463 8.0 432 7.6

Only 882 men, or 13.5 percent, of the 5,701 men newly received from
court in 1960 had been committed to a California prison previonsly,
and 19.3 percent bad been committed to the Department of the Youth
Authority before. OFf the 5426 male felons reveived in 1959, 15.8 per-
cent had served California sentences previously, and 18.5 pereent had
served time in a Youth Authority institution. Inelnded in the 1959
and 1960 percentages are approximately 3 pervent who had been in
both the California Youth Autbority and the California prisen system
previously.

Of the women newly admitted to prison in 1960, 41.6 percent had
served ne prior commiinment of any Lind, and 43.1 percent had served
Jatl or juverile seniences previously, Tuble 913, Of the 292 women newly
admitted in 1929, 31 women, or 10.6 pereent, had served prison com-
mitments previously. Of the 327 women admitted in 1960, 50 women,
or 153.3 percent, had prior prisoi commitments. Only 7.8 percent (24)
of those admitted in 1960 had had a prior California prison experience.

TIME IN STATE BEFORE OFFENSE

Over two-thirds of the male felons recetved in 1960 had been in Cali-
farnia ten years or longer. Fewer than 10 pereent had been in this State
lJess than one year, Table 10, These percentages have been near the
same levels for many years. Data on time in State before offense are
not available for women felons admitted during 1959 and 1960.
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TABLE 9B

PRIOR COMMITMENT RECORD
WOMEN PRISONERS NEWLY RECEIVED FROM COURT
1959 and 1960

14950 1460
Type of prior commitment - _| -
Nunler Poreent : Numher Pereent
e T T I
Total. . o ____.. 202 1040 327 1.0

No prior commitment______________ 108 3v.0 136 41.6
Trior jail or nvenile only___ .. _.._ 153 554 141 431
Prior prison commitment. a1 0.6 A} 15.3

One prison.__ ... ____. 2% 7.9 34 11.%

Two prison_ . _________ B ) 2.1 B8 2.5

Three or more prison 2 0.6 3 0.4

TABLE 10
TIME IN STATE BEFORE OFFENSE
MALE PRISOMERS MEWLY RECEIVED FROM COURT
1959 and 19460
- T . - . e
1454 1960
Tinee in state before offense
[ Tadiv . Iativ
Numler Porcent | L;:::;S:n;:‘ % Nuwber Fercent CL:::;;:;: ¢
Towd ... 2120 1000 5,701 100.0

Less than ooe month__________ 84 1.6 1.6 G2 1.1 1.1
One to five monthe  _ ... _ . 233 6.2 0.3 204 h.3 f.3
Bix to eleven months. ... . 167 3.1 R 151 3.2 a4.5
QOua year but less than two yeurs 206 3.8 13.7 219 3.8 13.3
Two years but less than three

Yeara_.  ____ .. .___._ _._.. 208 1.5 17.5 178 3. 6.4
Three yenrs but less than five

WOARM . . o ____________. 372 -] 4.3 24y 5.2 21.6
Five years but less than ten

FERPS . _ o __.._... 677 12.5 36.8 610 0.7 32.3
Ten years or more__ - ___ . _. 34249 6.2 100,14 3,858 L7.T HKLO

EDUCATIONAL ACHIEVEMENT

From 1953 through 1957 the median grade achievement scores of
men newly received frone court had been equivalent to {he seventh
grade. In 1958 and subsequent years, the median grade achievement
seore has been at the eighth grade level. Educational achievement seores
are obtained from standard tests adminstered in the reception-guidance
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TABLE 11

EDUCATIONAL ACHIEVEMENT
MALE PRISONERS NEWLY RECEIVED FROM COURT
195% and 1960

1959 1960
Cirade achicvement seorc* -
Number Pervent Number Parcent
Total ... .. o ___. 5,426 — 5,701 -

Not tested . ... .. __ 234 305 —
Total tested . e el 51682 06,0 5,306 100.0
Illiterate. - oo o o _o.___ 163 3.1 117 2.2
_________ 39 0.8 61 1.2
Grade 4 ... L. oo _._. 273 5.3 a7 3.0
Cmde 5 L ___. 464 8.9 481 8.9
{irade 6 Jitth] 11.4 679 12.6
Cirade 7 _____ THT 14.8 774 14.3
Grade §5______________ 917 17.7 965 17.9
Grade & . _______ 849 16.3 aT 18.0
Crade 1001 __ . _ .. 1,001 19.5 957 17.7
{rmude 12 and over 116 2.2 120 2.2

Medtan grade_ ____________________ 8ih Bth

* Grade achlevemeni score sbilained durlng admissbn at Reception-Guidimee Centers,

centers. Although the median of the achievement seores has remained
the samne in 1080 as in 1959, the percentage of those testing illiterate
deercased from 3.1 percent in 1959 to 2.2 percent in 1960, Table 11,

RELATIONSHIP OF OFFENSE TO SELECTED FACTORS

The following sections in this ehapter present offense groups of men
newly received from eourt in 1968, classified by five sclected demeo-
graphie characteristies. The five characteristics are age at admission,
ethnie group, prior commitment record, educational achievement, and
narcotie addiction. A better understanding of the type of men received
in prisou is obtained when two characteristics are studied jointly. The
relationship between offense and the selected factors is presented for
male felons only, The number of women received {rom eourt during
any oue year is so swall that a discussion of offense in combination
with aucther charaeteristiec wonld not be very meaniugful for vearly
data.

OFFENSE AND AGE AT ADMISSION

The wedian age of men at Hme of admission to prison in 1960, has @
range of 15 years, from a low of 24.8 years for robbery to o high of
38.7 years for olher sex offenses. The offenses other than robbery which
have low median ages were auto thefl, burglary, marijuana, and rape.
The median ages of these last four mentioned offenses were in the 26th
year ranging from 26.2 to 26.9 years, The second oldest group of men
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was that group convieted for lewd acts with children. The median age
for this offense was 38.9 years, Table 12. The difference between the
averall median age of men newly admitied to prison and the median
age of sclected offense groups is graphically portrayed in Chart TV,

OFFENSE AND ETHNIC GROUPS

Three-fifths of the men commuitted to prison in 1960 were of the
white group. Approximately one-filth were Negro. These proportions
changed when elassified by offense groups, as seen in Table 13, The
forgery and cheeck offender group wus comprised principally of white
persons; 84.2 percent of the forgers received in 1960 were white. The
white group made up 82.1 percent of the other sex offenders, 77.5 per-
cent of those convieted of lewd aets with children, and 72.9 percent of
the men committed for eseape fromn jail or county eamp.

A disproportionate number of Negroes were received in prison, in
comparison to the overall proportion of Neagroes, for the offenses of
petty theft with prior, other burglary, and manstaughter. The male
felons of Mexican descent reecived in 1960, made up 46.2 percent of
the opiate derivative offenders and 31.5 percent of the marijuana of-
fenders, in contrast to 16.7 peveent of the total distribntion by ethnie
groups.

OFFENSE AND PRIOR COMMITMENT RECORD

The percentage of men received with ne prior commitment record
changes considerably among the offense groups. Although 13.5 pereent
of the men received in 1960 had no prior commitment record, almost
50 percent (46.8) of the men convieted for homicide had no prior con-
mitment record before the present eonviefion. About one-third of the
men received in 1960 for lewd acts with children had never served a
sentenee previous to this offense, Table 14. Tn the combined theft groups
a higher proportion of men had served prior prison commitments than
in the other offense groups, 43.7 pereent of the theft exeept auto, 41.0
pereent of forgers and check writers, and 40.3 pereent of the auto
thieves had served prior prison terms bhefore being received in prison
in 1960,

Of the male felons newly received from court in 1960, 882 men, 15.5
percent of the total, had a prior California prison commitment history.
Studying these men who had a prior California prison record hy each
offense group showed 26.5 percent were admitted for forgery, 22 per-
eent tor burglary and 18 percent for narcotie offenses,

OFFENSE AND EDUCATIONAL ACHIEVEMENT

The highest grade ackicvement scores were obtained by men con-
victed of forgery and checks; 53.8 percent of the forgers measured in
the manth grade or above. Approximately 95 pereent of the men re-
ceived in 1960 were tested for educational achievement at time of ad-
mission, Grade achievement seores vary markedly and consistently
among the offense groups.
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CHART IX

OFFENSE AND AGE AT ADMISSION

MEN PRISORERS RECEIVED FROM COURT
1960

MEDiAN

=10 -5 29.1 Yrs. +5 10

MEDIAN
IN YEARS

24.8

26.2

26.9

2a.3

30.6

307

33.4

+15

MEDIAN +5 +10
29.1 Yrs.

DIFFERENGE BETWEEN MEDIAN OF EACH OFFENSE AND
MEDIAN OF ALL OFFENSES IN YEARS

+1%
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Percent Not Computed for Cffenses With a Tatal of Less Than 30 Cases

TABLE 13

OFFENSE AND ETHNIC GROUPS
MALE PRISOMERS MEWLY RECEIVED FROM COURT

Offense

Homicide . . _________________
Murder Takt_______ ...~ .
Murder 2nd._. - .
Manslaughter_ ________ . .
Manslaughter by vehicle ___ _____

Robbery___. .. ___________.__
Robhory 1at__ .
Rabbery 2nd._

Assault ..o ___.
Awsault with deadly weapon._

Burglary .. .
Burglury let___
Burglary 2nd___

‘Theft except auto_________________
Grand theft________.._

Marcotie ofenses. . oo ___
Opiate derivative_ __ .
Marijuana____________ ...,

Escape from jail or county camp ...
Habitoal erimmal L L. .

Other offenses__ __________________

Total

A,.701

218
51
a7
85
14

781
527
212

42

1&7
154
28

1,143
121
082

40

313
190
67
52

280
1147
206
140
13
a7
940
543
397

188

208

1960
Mexican
Whita tlescant, Megro Other
Num-| Per- | Num-| Ter- |Nuwm-! Per-  Num-| Per-
ber | cent | ber | comt | ber | cent | ber | cent
3,457 | 60.6 051 16.7 [ 1,183 | 20.8 1o 1.0
105 | 48.2 46 § 16.5 67 | 30.7 10 4.6
35 | 68.6 2 3.9 14 | 27.3 - -
37 | §5.2 11 | 16.4 17 | 85.4 2 3.0
25 | 29.1 221256 32 | 37.2 7 8.1
) — 1 — 4 — 1 —
481 | 1.6 91 | 11.6 195 7 25.0 14 1.8
332 | 64.3 50 9.5 1301 24.7 8 1.5
116 t 5.7 36 | 17.0 50 | 25.9 5 2.4
26 [ 61.9 3| 11.9 10 | 23.8 1 2.4
0z | 40.2 Ao 19.2 51 | 27.3 ] 4.3
¥5 | 42.2 M| 18,2 45 | 30.2 7 4.4
17 — 7 — 3 — 1 —
699 | 81.1 154 | 13.5 254 | 231 2 2.3
B8 | 56.2 16 | 13.2 29 | 24.0 ) 6.8
M2 | 62.3 133 | 13.4 214 | 22.3 18 1.8
19 | 47.5 5 12.5 16 | 40.0 — —
182 | 55.1 45 | 14.4 83 | 26.5 3 1.0
122 | (4.2 24 | 12.8 44 | 23.2 — —
29 | 43.3 11 16.4 a7 | 40.3 — —
30 | 57.7 i0 | 1g.2 16 | 19,2 2 3.0
1 — — — 2 — 1

176 | 62.8 45 | 16.1 a2 | 18.G 7 2.5
o668 | B4.2 Al 5.3 103 9.0 17 1.5
206 | 69.6 38 | 12,8 47 | 15.9 5 1.7
A% | RB.2Z 22 | 2.2 27 | 248 2 1.8
93 | 77.5 12 | 100 15 ¢ 12,5 — -
55 | B2.1 4 3.0 o 7.4 a 4.5
294 | 31.3 a76 | 40.0 250 | 27.5 11 1.2
156 | 28.7 251 | 48.2 127 | 25.4 9 1.7
138 | 34.8 123 | 31.5 132 | 33.2 2 0.5
137 [ 72.9 42 | 17.0 17 4.0 2 1.1
119 | 67.2 37 | 17.8 45 | 21.6 T 3.4
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TABLE 14

OFFENSE AND PRIOR COMMITMENT RECORD
MALE PRISONERS NEWLY RECEIVED FROM COURT

1960
Type of prior commitment
N . Prior jail o . Two or mora
{Mlense Total o pnar or juvenite ne prisoh prison
Numi-| Par- | Nuw-{ Per- | Nuwin-| Per- | Num-| Per-
ber | cent | ber | ecnt | ber | cent | ber | cent
T T U - i ) 8 THE | 13.5 | 3.043 | 53.4 977 1 17.1 913 | 16.0
Howicide . ___________ . ____._. 218 iz | 46.8 8 1 41.3 14 7.3 1a 4.6
Robbery______._ .. ..__.. ... . TH1 131 | 15.8 467 | 54.8 103 | 13.2 &80 | 10.2
Amsanlt., oo _____ .o . 157 43 1 23.0 100 | 53.5 24 | 12.8 20 | 10.7
Burglary . . R I Y & 04 5.2 A | 52,6 216 | 18.9 I32 | 20.3
Thell except anto____________._ | #13 243 0.3 147 | 47.0 54 | 17.2 B3 | 26.5
Autothefeo___________. . __._. 280 15 h.4 152 | 54.3 5 | 17.8 63 | 22.8
Forpery and checks_ . __________. 1147 114 | 10.4 547 | 48.0 226 | 19.7 | 245 | 21.3
Sex offenses_ ... . S ool 296 B9 | 30.1 140 | 47.3% 49 | 16.5 18 6.1
Rape. 109 29 | 26.6 A5 | GIEG 13 | 11.9 1 8.9
Lewd sebs with ehililen_ _ - 120} 49 | 325 45 | 37.5 25 | 20.8 11 8.2
Other . 67 21 51,3 29 | 43.3 1 16.4 ) a.0
Narcotic offemses ., . __________. 044) ms | 11,5 ] 562 ) 59.8 163 ) 17,3 107 | 11.4
Opiate derivative_______. . 543 63 | 10.1 309 | 5.0 100 | 18.4 7o | 14.6
Marijuana. .. ... P 1T 53 . 13.3 253 | 63.7 63 | 15.9 28 | 7.1
Faenpe from il vr county eamp____| 188 2 1.1 118 ' 62.8 35 | 18.6 33| 17.5
Hubitval eriminal . _______ .. __ - -.- — — - — — -
Other offenses_______. .. _______. 208 345 | 17.3 106 | 52.4 41 } 19.7 22 1 10,68

Ranking next to the forgers and cheek writers group in the percent-
age of men with high school educational level or better were those con-
victed for other sex offenses (46.7 pereent}, robbery (3%9.4 pervent),
and lewd acts with ehildren (37.5 pereent), Table 15. Althongh only
2.2 percent of the men received in 1960 were illiterate, yet 8.2 percent
of those convieced of homicide were illiterate. Between 4 percent and
5 percent of those convieted of sex offenses or escape from jail or county
camp were illiterate.

OFFENSE AND NARCOTIC ADDICTION

Of the 5,701 male prisoners newly received from court in 1960, 18.6
percent were narcotic addicts. Less than 10 percent (9.3) of the men
admitted were marijuana users, Table 16, The percentage of narcoties
and marijuana users differs among the offenses. Of the male felons re-
ceived in 1960, 87.8 pereent of the opiate derivative offenders were
addiets and 67.2 percent of the marijuana offenders were marijuana
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TABLE 15

OFFENSE AND EDUCATIONAL ACHIEVEMENT
MALE PRISOMERS NEWLY RECEIVED FROM COURT

1960
Groiwde arhinvement seore
. . . . Grade 12
Offcrse Tutal literate Girade 3-8 Grade 9-11 and over
tested R e
Num-| Per- | Num-| Per- [ Num-| Per- | Num-| Per-
Twer cent her cont bLer cent, hor cent
Tetal. ... | 5306 117 | 2.2 | 3231 | 59.9 | 1,928 | 35.7 120 2.2
Huteieide . . _..... | tsd 15 g2 111 | 60.3 A6 | a4 2 1.1
Robbecy ... . ... T4 13 1.7 443 | 58,9 276 | A6.8 21 2.8
Asgault__ .. . _______ . i7t f 3.5 119 | 69.56 45 | 26,3 1 LN
Burglary  __________ . ____. o 1104y 2h 2.3 G | 62,7 365 | 33.2 20 1.8
Theft exeerst puto_______ . . ______ 28y 11 3.8 174 [ a2 a1 | 32.5 10 3.5
Auto theft_. ... R ¥l 3 1.1 172 ¢ 63,7 a3 | 34.4 2 0.8
Forgery wnd chueks. - . ______ .. 1104 4 0.4 506 | 45.% Ah6 | A.4 38 3.4
Bex offerses. . ______ . . 276 12 4.3 1649 | 61.2 g9 |} 32.3 6| 2.2
Rape_.  __________ ______ 104 5 4.8 74| 712 23 | 2201 2 1.9
Lewd acts with ehildren. . ___| 112 3 4.4 63 | ba.O 40 | 35.7 2 1.8
Qthero .. . ________ Lol 2 5.4 a0 ¢ 500 26 | 43.4 2 3.3
Nureotic offeuses_ - . __._____ . .| fu2 18 2.0 Gl5 | 68.4 246 | 27.8 13 1.5
Ointe derivative R a3 & 1.2 a63 | 70.7 136 | 26.5 k) 1.6
Marijuana__ . . _______.__ Krat] 12 4.2 252 | 66.3 110 | 2u.0 a3 1.3
Escupe from juil or counly camp. . ([ 262 7 1.3 110 | A7.8 44 | 27.2 1 0.6
Iinbdbant erininad L. . — — - — -- - . -— —
Other offenses_ ... _________. ) 1E K] 1.: 121 i 2.4 Gt | 34.0 6 3.1

users. The offense gronps other than oplate derivatives with a relatively
high pereent of narveotic addiets were, 20.2 percent of the marijuana
offenders, 17.6 percent of the theft except anto group, 13.¢ pereent of
the burglary group, awl 12.8 percent of the robbery group. In Chart V,
the relative heights of the bars shows the proportion of narcotic addiets
in cach offense group. The pereent of male felons newly received from
court with histories of addiction was 18.6 in 1964, 18.3 in 1939, and 18.7
in 1957, thus the pereentage of men with nercotic addiction history has
nrot ehanged drastically during the past few years.
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CHARACTERISTICS OF THE POPULATION IN PRISON

The prison population was 31,660 on December 31, 1960. The char-
acteristics of inmates in prison differ from the characteristics of persons
at time of admission. The longer sentences served by those convieted of
more serious felonies affects the percentage distribution of wvirtually
every charaecteristic: offense, age, ethnie groups, prior commitment ree-
ord. These charavteristivs of men and women felons in prison and their
statug with reference to parole are diseussed in this chapter. A brief
reference iy made to the group of Youth Aunthority male wards in the
facilities in the Department of Corrections. The preceding chapter
presented summarized ealendar vear data of persons newly received
from court; this chapter presents the selected characteristies of the resi-
dent population as of December 31, the last day of the calendar year.

The percentage distribution of the selected characteristics of the resi-
dent inmates on Devewnber 31, 1960, has been comparced with the per-
centage distribution of 1930 and 1955. The three periods selected pro-
vide a base for showing changes or trends which may have oceurred
over the past ten years. Although the percentage distribution of certain
characteristies may change gradually year by year, these changes are
more obvious over a longer period. Since percentage distributions al-
ways add to 100, an increase in one factor is accompanied by a deerease
i some other factor or combination of factors,

The data of the characteristics of the population iu the reception-
guidance centers are not available until afler the diggnostic studies are
completed ; therefore, men under study in the reception-guidanee cen-
ters, as well as the parolees in the Narcotie Treatment-Control Project
nnits are excluded from the followine tables.

OFFENSE

More male felons in prison on December 31, 1960 had been convicted
of robbery than any vther offense, 19.8 pereent of the prisun popwlation.
Offenders sentenced to prison, after due proeess of the law, served un-
der either an indeterminate sentence or definite senteuce of life or death.
Of the men received in prison each vear, men ecommitted for the less
serious erimes usitally oulnumber those convieted of the more serious
erimes, The olfender convieted of the more serious erime stays in prison
louger; therefore, over a perivd of years the resident population
accumulates men committed for more serious offenses. The perceniage
distribution of oifenses in the resident population refleets this aceumu-
lation,

Robbery was the offense growp with the highest percentage of men tn
prison on December 31, 1950, 1955, and 1960, as shown in Table 17A.

(3%
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TABLE 17A

OFFENSE GROUPS
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF MALE FELONS IN PRISON
December 31, 1259, 1955, and 1960

Offense 1850 1955 1460
Number of wmen*_____. . . . . 10,11 13,077 17,540
Total percent o _________ - 1.0 LR 108.0
Horbeldle oo . ... ... 9.4 7.0 7.0
Ruobtwrey .. e 21.% 21.3 19.8
Al oo oL . e 3.5 2.8 3.7
Burplary_ ... __._.... 18.8 10,2 18.¢
Thelt except auto. .- 5t 4.5 3.6
Aute thelt oo ___ T, 3.8 2.3 3.0
Forgery and ehewky oo ___ 15.4 15.4 14.1
DL 3.4 2.0 3.1
Othersex. . ... __. L llll.- 7.1 fi.4 A.D
Mareebles. oL ool 3.0 12.0 16.8
Eseape . i _._ 3.2 1.5 2.2
Tlaldtusd eridnel ... 1.7 1.0 .7
Alother ___.__._.. ... 3.2 | 2.7 3.0
i

* Fxeludes thwse I Receplion-Guidanee Centers. Tetul vpmber of men in prisnn oo Detember 21, wag
10,746 dn 1850, 14678 In 1950 and 20831 Eo 1nE00 Alse eaehules 53 parolees In Narcolle Treat-
ment-Contrut Froject Clinie n 1460,

The offense group with the second hiclhiest percentage of men in prison
was burglary, Foreers and check writers ranked third in 1950 and 1955,
but kad dropped (o fourth position in 1060, The third position in 1960
was replaced with narcotic offendoers.

The greafest change in the percontage distribution of offenscs from
1950 through 1960 has oeenrred in the narcofic offense group. Of the
male felony population in prison en December 81, the narcotie offenders
comprised 3.0 percent in 1950, 12.0 perceut in 1955, and 16.8 pereent in
1960, Chart V1-A depicts the changes in the percentage distribution
over the period of 18530 through 1960,

Of the wnen i prisen, three offense groups aecounted for 63.0 per-
cent 1o 1850, 67.1 pereent n 1835, and 70.3 pereent in 1960. FPorgery
and eheeks was the lop ranking offeuse group in each of the three years.
Homicide ranked second in 1950, but dropped to third place in 1935
and in 1860, to be replaced by narcoties in the latter two years, Table
171, As with the male felons, the offense yroup of narcotics showed a
siecady proportionatfe increase i lhe past years; it comprised only 6.8
percent of the women in prison on Deceinber 31, 1930, and 25,0 percent,
or one-fonrth of the population in 1960, The pictorial deseription of the
offense group percentage distributions from 1950 through 1960 is given
in Chart VI,
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TABLE 17B

OFFENSE GROUPS
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF WOMEN FELONS IN PRISON
December 31, 1950, 1955, and 1960

(Hlense 1950 1053 1860
Number of wowen___ . _________. b 556 B1T*
Totad pereent . _ . _____________ 100.0 10400 100.0
TMowieide__. ...  _________ o 16.6 14.0 1Z.0
Robbhery ______ 5.8 4.5 6.4
Awsanlt_ - _ 6.5 3.2 3.4
Burglary . ________ 7.4 7.4 5.9
Theft oxcept auto |, . . L _______.__ 16.6 11.0 0.1
Auto theft . _______ 2.2 .5 0.6
Torgery and checks_____ 2.8 33.8 33.3
Rape. _________. _ . 0.4 0.1
Other sex __ . no 1.4 0.1
Nareoties . ____ .. G.8 19.3 25.0
Eoeape .o ... .. .. 3.4 2.0 0.%
Habitual eriminal , - _ - — — —
Allother_ . _______________ 4.0 2.5 2.2

* Excludes 2 pardecs in Narcotle Treatment.Controd Projeet Clinie e 1960,

AGE

The median age of men in prison decreased from 35.0 years as of
December 81, 1930, to 32.1 years dn 1955, and to 31.9 years by 1960.
Consistent with the decreasing median age, the pereent under 21 years
old inereased from 1.4 pereent to 1.9 percent to 2.5 percent, Table 184,
The perventage distribution echanges by age pronps are visually empha-
sized in Chart VIT-A. A comparison of the median age of men at time
of admission te prison (Table TA) with the median age of the prison
population {Table 18A) indicates that the men in prison are older
thau the nmen newly admitted. This difference is attributed to the prison
population fending to be a residunm of those with longer sentences.
Furthermore, even a man with a relatively short sentence will be abont
two years older when released to parole than when he was received.

The trend among wemen prisoners was opposite to that of the men,
the median age has increased during past years, The median age of
women in prison was 31.2 years on December 31, 19506, 32.6 years in
19535, and 327 years in 196{). The percentage of women under 21
years, however, showed no consistent change, as it varted from 3.4
percent in 1950 to 2.2 pereent in 1955 to 3.1 pereent on the last day
of 1960. These data are shown in Table 183 and are represented by
Chart VIL-I3.
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TABLE 1BA

AGE
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF MALE FELONS IN PRISOM
December 31, 19250, 1945, and 1940

Age 1050 19435 1960

MNuanlber of men® .. 13,101 13,097 17,840

Total peceent - ... L _________- JLLURY 100.0 103.0
Tnder 20______. __ . 0.h T n.4
2004 12,8 15.6 17.16
ARSI, R 230 25.7 23.8%
3034 Lo oo l. . 175 9.0 20.5
T . 14.0 12.3 14.4
A0-44. . 1.7 a3 8.6
454y o __ .. 8.2 6.5 h.8
Al-id T L) 2.3 3.8
oDl L 8.1 2.3 2.2
00 and over ___ ..., . 3.6 2.0 2.4
Median age in years. .. - 33.0 22,1 31.9
Pereent wnder 21 ... e 1.4 1.9 2.5

* Fxeludes 1ose in Beeepdiopn-Guitdanee Cepters. Tadal number of men in prkon on Deeember 31, wus 10,740
in THAe, T4aT8 dn 1885 and bR i 1966, Also exclades 33 parnlecs in Nareotie Treatment-Control
roject Ulinie i TN,

TABLE 188

AGE
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF WOMEN FELONS IN PRISON
Dacember 31, 1950, 1955, and 1940

i
A 1454) : 1954 1960
 —————— P I - e ——
Number of women_ - . _________ 323 it B17*
Talul paereent oo 100.0 100.0 1000
Trader 20 .. e ol 1.8 — 0.6
20-24 . e emeemcdicoo- s 160 6.7 16.4
A ... e meoo- . 211 227 21.3
A-34 L e dee—eeiddciciil- 1850 X5 2.8
o 1 - 13.% 13.4 1.3
40-41___ . e 10.5 1.4 1.1
Ah-30_. e e eeee oo . 5.2 3.0 a1
SO-D4 .o 4.0 4.4 4.3
Sa=30 o_ _l... . R 2.8 2.3 3.1
(b aned ever oo e eeeo. 2.8 2.9 2.0
Median wee in years [ at.2 32.6 32.7
Pereent under 20 ... ___________ .. . 3.4 2.2 3.1

* Exeldes 2 parolews in Xaresdfe Treatment -Contral Project Clinic 1o 1960,
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ETHNIC GROUPS

Men of the white group comprised a smaller proportion of the prison
population on Decvember 31, 1960 than in 1955, 57.5 percent and 60.6
percent respectively, Table 19A, The proportion of white in 1955 was
smaller than in 1950 when it was 65.0 percent. Those men of either
Mexican descent or of the Negro group eomprised a larger proportion
of the prison pepulation in 1960 than in the previous two period-
endings. Those of Mexiean descent inereased from 13.1 percent of the
population in 1950 to 17.1 percent in 1960, while the Negro group
inereased from 19.6 percent in 1950 to 23.1 pereent in 1960,

Although the percentaze of women in prison of the white ethnie
group also decreased from 1950 to 1960, the decrease was not &s great
as that for the men. In 1950 the percentage of white women in prison
was 67.4 perecent and in 1960 it was 62.6 percent. Only those women of
the Negre group showed a consistent compeusatory increase, 25.8
pereent in 1950 and 30.0 percent in 1960, The percentage distribution
of cthnie groups for the women in prison as of December 31, 1950,
1955, and 1960 are shown in Table TOR.

TASLE 1PA
ETHNIC GROUPS
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION CF MALE FELONS IN PRISON
December 31, 1950, 1955, and 19460

Ethnic (Groups 1900 1955 1960
10,101 13,077 17,840

100.0 0.0 100.0

6.0 A0.48 &7.0

151 16.5 7.1

19.6 20.6 23.1

2.3 2.3 2.3

# Excludes those in Reeeptinn-Guidanee Centers. Total mmler of men In prisen on December 31, was 10,746
In MG0, 14,673 Ino 1455 and 20,831 in 1960, Alse cxelodes 53 parolees 10 Nareotic Trestmen:-Control
Peoject Clinle In 1960,

TABLE 17B
ETHNIC GROUPS
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF WOMEN FELONS IN PRISON
December 31, 1950, 1955, ond 1960

Ethnie {Groups 1950 1955 1980
Number of women__________________ 325 536 B17*

100.0 100.0 100.0

67.4 8.6 G260

4.0 7.0 4.0

25.8 26.1 30.0

2.8 2.3 2.4

* Excludes 2 parolees in Narcotic Treatment-Contral Project Clinle {n 1880,
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PRIOR COMMITMENT RECORD

Almost one-lralf of The men v prisom hod served one or more prison
ferins priov {o the present inearceration, This was true in 1950 as well
as tn 71960, The proportion of men with no prior commitment reecord
decreased from 19,0 percent in 1950 to 13,2 pereent in 1955 and to 11.6
pereent in 1960, Table 20A. At the same time those with one or more
jail or juvenile commitments increased from 30.3 pereent in 1950 to

TABLE 204

FRIOR COMMITMENT RECORD
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION QF MALE FELONS IN PRISON
December 31, 1950, 1955, and 1960

Type of priur conunitient 1950 155 1960

Numibwer of men® o ____. LR 1338 13,077 17,840

Total percent ..o ________ 106.0 1000 106.0

Na prior comruibent_____ . _. _. . . .____ 15.0 13.2 11.6
Prior juil or juvenide only . _ . 303 32.8 40.7
Prior prison comuilient oo ____. . _._ H0.7 H4.0 47.7
LTI T Tty D 26.2 28 .8 244
Two prisun .. 13.4 13.3 11.9
Three prisun 5.3 .6 5.8
Fouror move prison_ . ___________. 4.8 5.3 5.1

® Bxelules thase In Breeption-Guidinee Centers. Tulal number ¢f men in prissn on December 31, was 10,746
in 1450, DLETA i 19535, wnd SR80 in 13l Abso exeludes 53 paroless in Nareotle Treafment-Control
Projeet Cddnie In Mg,

40.7 percent in 1960, The change in proportion of these with no prior
comutitments and thuse with a prior jail or juvenile reeord is not
entirely due to recelving men with wore jail or juvenile experience, but
is partially due to an inereasingly more efficient reporting system de-
veloped in this State during the past decade, The changes during the
thiree periods shown are very evident in Chart VIII-A.

The recidivistie history of women in prison differs from that of the
mien. The proportion of the women in prison with one or more prior
prison commitments las varied from 21.8 percent in 1950 to 32.4
pereent in 1935, and dropped to 239 percent in 1960, as can be seen
in Table 20B. Bimilar to the men, the perventage of women in prison
with no prior commitment history has deereased, 3%.1 pervent in 1950
to 31.7 percent by 1860, Chart VIILI-B portrays the prior commitment
record for the women felons in prison,

STATUS WITH REFERENCE TO PAROLE

About 75 percent of bath the population of men and the population
of women wn prison on Iecenmber 5t, 1960 were persons who had not
becn paroled since eonunitment, Wor the men the percentage decreased
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TABLE 208

PRIOR COMMITMENT RECORD
PERCEMTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF WOMEN FELONS IN PRISON
December 31, 1950, 1955, and 1960

Type of prior commitment 1950 155 1960
Numbser of women_ - ... _________ R 325 556 B817*

Total percent. ... ______ e 1.0 100.0 10,0

Ne prior commitment___ .. ______________ 80,1 32.5 31.7
Prior juil or juvenile only_ ... _______ e 39.1 45.1 42 .8
Prior prison commitment ...  ________._____ 21.8 32.4 25.5
Oneprison. _____ .. ______..______.__.. 15.7 24 1 1.8
TWo preon. ... e ... 5.2 5.2 4.7
Mhres prison_ ... ____._.______ _____ 0.6 2.0 0.9
Four or more prison_ .. __ .. _______. a.3 1.1 1.1

* Excludes 2 parolees in Nurcotic Treaiment-Contral Trojeet Ciinic in 1060,

from 77.3 percent in 1950 to 74.2 percent in 1960. Men who had been
been paroled and returned once as vielator comprised 17.2 percent
of the 1950 population and 19.9 percent of the 1960 population, a
slight increase, as shown in Table 21A.

For the women the percentage who had never been paroled since
commitment decreased from 84.9 percent in 1950 to 75.5 percent in
1960, Table 21B., Correspondingly, the percentage of those who had
becn paroled and returned to prison once or more inereased in this
same period. The proportional change between those who had never
been paroled since commitment was noticeably greater for the women
than for the men from 1950 through 1960.

YOUTH AUTHORITY WARDS

The Department of the Youth Authority is authorized to use other
facilities within this State for the care and treatment of persons under
its jurisdictien. By mutnal agreement the Department of Corrections
provides custodial supervision for some of the older Youth Autherity
wards. Most of the Youth Authovity wards housed in the Department
of Clorrections are 18 years or older and are similar to a young group
of men who have been committed to the Department of Corrections by
the Superior Court.

The California Department of Corrections was caring for 1,549
Youth Authority wards on December 31, 1960. Of these, nine were
girls. These girls were in the California Institution for Women at
(lerona. The Youth Authority boys were housed, 1,014 in Deuel Voca-
tional Institution, 505 in Correctional Training Faeility, 14 at Cali-
fornia Medical Faeility, five at 8an Quentin, and two in the Narcotie
Treatment-Control clinie at Chino. Of the 1,540 male wards, 231 boys
had been sent to the Youth Authority by the juvenile court.
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TABLE 21A

STATUS WITH REFERENCE TO PAROLE
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF MALE FELONS IN PRISON
December 31, 1950, 1955, and 1960

Status with reforence to parole 1950 1955 1960

Numberof men¥__ ____ .. ________ . _______.... 10,101 13,077 17,840

Total pereent L ____. I 100.0 106.0 10040
Not paroled sinee comumitment . ______ 7.3 78.0 74.2
Paroled and returned once sa vielstor.___ o ___. 17.2 17.8 19.9
Faroled and returned twice as violator . oL L _____ 4.7 3.6 4.9
Paroled and returped three times or more as violator oo _ . 0.8 0.6 1.0

* Excludes these in Reception-Guldange Centers. Total numbwer of men In prison on December 31, was 10.746
in 18349, 11674 in BG5S, and 200831 In 19600 Also excludes 58 parolees In Narcotie Treatment-Countrol
Broject €linde in 1960,

TABLE 218

STATUS WITH REFERENCE TO PAROLE
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF WOMEN FELONS IN PRISON
December 31, 1950, 1955, and 1960

Bratus with reference to parole 1950 1955 1960

Number of wemen. . ____ ... ___o_.. 325 it 817%
Total pereent ____ . _______. 100.0 100.0 .0
Nat paroled sinee commitment ... ... ________. 4.9 7.2 75.5
T'areled and returned onee as violator_. ... .. __L____ 12.0 15.5 15.9
Paroled and retarned twiee as violator . . .. _____... 2.2 5.0 6.1
Paroled and returned three times or wore as violator . _____ 0.9 2.3 2.5

* Excladen 2 parilees in Nareotie Treatmienl-Contrel Deoject Clinic in 1060.

The characteristies as presented in Table 22 were not known for
the boys under elinical study in the reception-guidance centers. Slightly
less than one-fourth of the 1,269 boys in the Department of Corrections
on Decermber 31, 1960, and for whom the reception-guidance center
case history had been completed were in eustody because of burglary.
Burglary ranked highest in the offense groups. Robbery was second
highest, with auto theft and marcotics following third and fourth.
Approximately 58 percent of the Youth Aunthority male wards in the
Department of Corrections were of the white ethnie group, 20,7 per-
eent were of Mexican descent, and 19.5 percent were Negro. The median
age of the Youth Aunthority male wards was 19.8 years. This is the same
as in 1959.
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TABLE 22

CHARACTERISTICS OF YOUTH AUTHORITY BOYS IN
DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS INSTITUTIONS
December 31, 1959 and 1960

47

ihay 1960
Characteristics T
Number Percent KNumlber Percent
Offense_ o e 1,140a 100.0 1,269 100.0
Hemieide___ ..o .. __ 12 1.1 22 1.7
Roblery 209 18.3 240 i9.4
Agsault_____ 65 5.7 87 6.9
Burglary 291 25.5% 307 24.2
Theft except avto_ .o _______. 68 6.0 78 f.1
Auta theft _____.___ 181 15.9 176 13.9
Forgery and echecka_ ... ______ 62 5.4 63 5.0
52 4.6 40 3.1
21 1.8 L8 1.4
o7 8.5 127 10,0
82 7.2 105 8.3
1,008, 100.0 1,236 d 100.0
U a¥.5 720 58. %
202 20.0 256 20.7
202 20.0 241 19.5
15 1.5 19 1.5
Ageinyears____ ... ..__.___. 1,140 100.0 1,260 ¢ 100.0
16 e _. 3 0.3 1 a.1
i 2.9 47 3.7
233 20.4 235 18.5
353 34.5 417 32.0
313 27.5 352 27.7
142 12.4 187 14.7
15 1.3 21 1.7
3 0.3 5 0.4
5 0.4 4 0.3
19.8 19.8

‘0 Exeludes boys in Reception-Guidance Centers &t Deuel Vocatlonal Inmstitution and California Institution for

Men. OF the 1,140 boys, 139 were juvenile court eases am 1,001 were erimingl court cames.

(e Exeludes 131 boys for whom there was no information on ethule groups.
{=) Excludes hoys in the Heeeption-Guidance Center ab Dewel Vocational Tnstitution. OF the 1,269 hoys, 202

were juvenile court cages and 1,067 were erimlial court

TASES.

0 Excludes 33 boys for whom there was no Information ot ethnic groups,
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About 98 percent of all males and 99 percent of all women felons
released from prison are returned fo frec soeiety. Very few die in
prison. When a prisoner is found guilty of a felony and committed to
prison by the court he is under either an indeterminate term, or a
definite term of life or death. Under the indeterminate sentence law in
this State, the maximum and minimum length of term is speeified by
Btate code. Other statutory provisions may cause an agegravation or
lengthening of the minimum term. The court findings which may cause
an aggravation inereasing the length of stay in prison are a prior eon-
vietion, use or possession of a deadly weapon, or one or more consecutive
sentences. The time in prison may be shortened. The Penal Code pro-
vides that “‘any prisoners . . . whose minimum term of imprisonment
is more than one year, may be paroled at any time after the expiration
of one-third of the miniimum term.”” (P.C. 3049)

The Adult Authority for the male felons and the Board of Trustees
for the women felons determine the exaet length of time an inmate
must serve for each offense. The length of time served in prison and on
parole before discharge is fixed by the sentencing bhoards after a per-
sonal interview with each prisoner. and after study of the case history
and the prison adjustment reeord. These two sentencing boards also
have the authority to return to prison a person who violates his parole,
and to re-release him again within his maximnm statutery term,

Tn studying the time served in prison before release by offense, the
time served by those in prison on their first ineareeration must be sep-
arated from the time of those who have been returned to prison from
parole. The measurement of time served by a person after return to
prison from parole eannot. be specified as to the proportion of servitude
attributable to the original offense, and the additional portion allotted
to the eriminal behavior while on parole,

METHOD OF RELEASE

The principal method of release from prison is by parole. The other
three statistieally important methods of release from prison are dis-
charge, death and execution. Although some information on methods
of release was given in Table 3, further classifications are given in
Table 23A for the men and Table 23B for the women who were re-
leased from prison.

Of the 5711 male prisoners released during 1960, 85.3 percent were
paroled, 13.1 percent were discharged at expiration of sentence, and
1.6 perceni died or were execufed. Of the 4,417 men released from
prison for the first time, 88.4 percent were first paroles and 10.0 per-

{48)
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TABLE 23A
METHOD OF RELEASE

MALE PRISONERS RELEASED FROM PRISON

1959 and 1940

49

1059 1960
Method of release
Number Percent Number Porcont
Total . .. 7.145 100.0 5711 100.0
Parole. ... ________._ ... 5,751 20.5 4,871 R3.3
Expiration of sentence_ _ __ 1,324 18.56 T50 13.1
Death or exeeution_ - - _______ .. ______ Fi 1.0 90 1.8
Firat release - - o aaameeo oo 5417 100.0 4,417 100.0
Parole_ ____ _ ... 4 537 85.4 2,007 RB.4
Eapiration of sentence_ _____._ .. ____ 722 13.3 441 10.0
Death or execution . .. ... __________... 58 HA | €9 1.6
Re-relense e 1,728 — 1,264 —
After return with new commitment._ 838 100.0 661 1000
Parole . __ ... . ________ i85 81.¢ nel 84.9
Expiration of sentence _ 147 17.6 84 12.7
Death or exeeution_ - _ .. _.__.___._____ 4 0.5 16 2.4
After return withont new committuent - ... 892 100.0 633 100.0
Parole . eaacoooooo 429 48.1 403 63.7
Expirativn uf sentence _ 455 51.0 225 35.5
Death or exegution____ . ... ______ 8 0.9 5 4.8
TABLE 23B
METHOD OF RELEASE
WOMEN PRISONERS RELEASED FROM PRISON
1959 and 1960
1§59 1960
Method of release e~
Numher Percent Number Parcent
Total . s 384 100.0 420 100.0
Parole______ L eieno_ 259 93.5 412 a6, 1
Expiration of sentence_ _ 21 h.5 16 3.7
Death or exoeution. - . ..o _________ 4 1.0 1 0.2
Firstrelease___________ ... __________._ 260 108¢.0 280 100.0
Purole ___ ... ___ 253 a97.3 278 09,2
Expiration of sentence . . _ 4 1.5 1 a.4
Denth or execution__ __ _______...________ 3 1.2 1 a.4
Re-releass_ ____ ________________ . ..._____ 124 — 148 _
After return with new commitmont 21 100.0 29 100.0
Parmle ... . .. ________. 20 5.2 2G 100.0
Fxpiration of sentence . — — — —
Denth or exeention_________ . ______ 1 4.8 s _
After return without new commitment  _ __ _ 103 10040 120 104.0
Parole. ... 4 83.5 1n5 87.5
Expiration of sentence_ _ _______. P, 17 18.5 15 12.5
Death ot execution. ... ... . ______ — — — —
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cent were discharged at expiration of sentence having never been
paroled, Tahle 23 A,

The method of release for the 633 men re-released after return with-
out a new commitment differs markedly from those released for the
first time, 66,7 percent were paroled and 35.5 percent were discharged.

On the other hand, the method of release for men re-released after
return to prison from parole with & new commitment is similar to those
released for the first time. Of the 661 men re-released in 1960 after
return with a new eommitment, 84.9 percent were placed under parole
supervision, and 12.7 percent were discharged direetly from prison.

The method of release for women as riven in Table 23B indicates
that most women are paroled from prison; enly 16 women (3.7 percent)
of the 420 released during 1960 were discharged directly from prison
at expiration of sentence. Of the 16 women discharged directly from
prison at expiration of sentence, 15 were discharged after return with-
uut a new {f{)]l'llnit-lnﬂllt.

PAROLE

Fewer wale felons were puroled in 1960 than in 1959, More women
felons were paroled in 1960 than in 1959. More women were placed
wnder parole supervision in 1960 than ever before tn the history of
California. Tn 1960, 4,871 men were paroled as compared with 5,751 in
1959, while 412 women felons were paroled in 1960 and 359 were
released from prison for parole supervision in 1959,

The types of parole must be studied individually when considering
time served before parole. When a person is paroled for the first time,
the length of time served in prison ean be considered as related to the
offense or offenses for which the person was committed. Those reparoled
after return to prison from parole are classified into two groups, re-
parole after return to prison with a new commitment, and reparcle
after return to prison without a new commitment. The amount of time
served in prison before release by a person returned to prison from
parole with a new commnitment, may be related to the new commitinent
or may be related to the original offense. When an individual is paroled
after return to prison one or more times for parole violation, the time
served wpon his return involves not only the original offense but the
subsequent violating acts which may have been of a technical uatire
or may have resulted in a new convietion. The amount of time served
by those reparcled is not classified by offense group, for there is no
method of determining the amount of servitude attributable to the
original offense and amount to the subsequent viclations.

The median time served in prison by male offenders prior to parole
ts given in Table 24A by the three types of parole for men paroled each
vear since 1950. The median lime served by male felons before first
parole has been relatively constant from 1950 through 1948, For six of
the past 11 years (1950-1960) the median time served was 30 months;
for 1950 and 1958 the median was 27 months. The median has shown a
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TABLE 24A
TYPE OF PAROLE AND MEDIAN TIME SERVED IN PRISON
BEFORE LAST PAROLE BY YEAR
MALE PRISONERS PAROLED
1950 through 1960

Reparoled after return to prison
First parole
With new commitient Without new commitinent
Year
Median Median Median
q] tirme time
Nutnber ﬁe:::f in Nuwmber ﬁ(:r\':]d in Mumber anrved in
months maotthy montha
10960 - ... 1087 27 149 30 104 16
M5 ... . 2,282 30 178 42 186 13
W2 2185 an 187 435 123 16
953 _____. 2317 30 204 42 165 15
1954 _____ 2874 30 251 44 147 it}
1956 .. 20975 a0 295 45 149 17
1956 - 3.557 29 416 A9 144 17
AT oo 8,253 30 448 39 148 16
19a8 ___________ 4088 27 457 3% 104 1R
1939 ___ .. . ... 4,537 24 (1.5 33 424 17
WE0___ ... Coa- 3,907 24 Gl 33 403 2]

definite deerease in the last twe years, being 24 months in both 1939
amnd in 1960,

The median time served by men before reparole after return to
prison with a new commitment has varied during the lust 11 vears,
from a high of 45 months in 1852 and 1955, to a low of 33 months in
1959 and 19860,

Male parolees return to prison without a new commitment served
less timie in prison before reparole than did the other types of parolecs,
The median time gerved before reparole by the parolees returned with-
oul a new commitment was lowest in 1951 (13 months) and highest in
1960 (21 months). Although the median of 21 months served in prison
before re-velease in 1960 by the parolecs who had returned without a
new commitiment was the hizhest in the past 11 years and was four
months higher thar the median in 1959, it is only one month more than
the median for those re-released in 1954 (20 months), The relationship
of time served by men in the three categories of release to parole are
portraved graphically in Chart 1X.

The medign time served by women offenders in prison before parcle
15 less than the median of the male felons, The {ype of parole and the
median time served in prison before parole are given in Table 24B
for the women paroled each calendar year 1950 through 1960. The
median time served by women felons prior to release to first parole
has varied only three months during the 1950 decade (26 months to

3—43910
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CHART X
TYPE OF PAROLE AND MEDIAN TIME SERVED IN PRISON
BEFORE LAST PAROLE

MEN PRISONERS PAROLED
1950 - 1960
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TABLE 24B
TYPE OF PAROLE AND MEDIAN TIME SERVED IN PRISON
BEFORE LAST PAROLE BY YEAR
WOMEMN PRISOMERS PAROLED
1950 through 1960

Raeparoled after retwn {0 prison
Timst paroin
With new comnitment Withotul new rammitment
Year — - T
Median Malian Median
time . timee - titne

Number served in Numher served in Numher served in

ranths months wwnntha
WAL 128 26 4 — 31 14
EL'EY I B2 26 3 — an . 14
W0 154 25 4 JE.] --
1063, ____ 1683 04 13 24 —
1454 .. .. 148 23 a — 3R 13
187 24 a ~- 34 1+
195 2 15 — 1544 13
182 23 15 — 47 17
251 24 25 29 44 14

253 24 20 — R 13.5
e . .. .. 278 20 29 3 1643 15

23 months). In five of these ten years the median was 24 months. The
median dropped to 20 months for those released in 1960,

The number of women returned to prison with & new commitment
has heen so small that the number reparolled cach year has only been
as high as 25 cases {wiece in 11 vears (1958 and 1960) ; thercfore, the
median time served is not shown each year for this reparoled group,
The median time served in prison by women repareled after return
without a new commitment bas ranged from a low of 13 months in
1054 and 1956, to a high of 17 months in 1957. The median was 15
monthg for the women reparoled in 1960.

FIRST PARQLE

Male prisoners paroled for the first time during 1960 numbered
3,907, The median time served by these men before first release was
24 months. A more meaningful deseription of the amount of time
served by men before parole is obtained when related (o type of of-
fenge, The mediau time served by offense groups with more than 25
men is giver in Table 25A for the male felons first paroled in 1959 and
1960.

Mean convieted of crimes against person served more time in prison
thun those convicted for other erimes such as erimes against property.
The wedian time served by men first paroled tn 1960 was 139 months



4 CALIFORNTA PRISONERS

TABLE 25A

QOFFENSE AND TIME SERVED IN PRISON
MALE PRISOMERS PAROLED FOR THE FIRST TIME
1959 and 1950
Only Offense Groups With More Than 253 Coses Are Shown *

o9 1960
Selocted ofienses Aledian Median
Number time served Number time served

in tonths in maonths
All offensc®™ .0 L0 CLio .. 4 037 24 3,007 21
Murder 18t .. o ... 3z 136.5 16 134
Murder 2nd_______________________________ 418 72 43 /3
Manslawghter_ ... ... - - - ... oY E1H 52 36
Robbery 1at.. P . 450 40 416 37
Hobbery 2nd ____ . _____ 170 24 185 27
Avtempted robbeey . _____________ ] 30 38 27
Agganlt with deadly weapon_ - __ .. _ ... .. _ 117 29 06 a0

Burglary 1at________________ .. . _______ =) 36 [i1) 35.5
Burglary 2nd _ . 852 23 G4 24
Attemnpted burclery Sud .o ________ 27 18 24 —

Grand theft except auto__ 1856 23 170 21.5
Tetty theft with prioc____ . 71 13 a3 21
Auto theft. . ... .. __. R 10 1R 145 13
Receiving stolen property oo _______ 31 17 a7 15
Torgery wod elecks________________________ 1006 18 517 18
Rape_ ______ . 1] 35 67 36
Lewd acts with children. ... .. _ _.. .. .. 139 ar 106 an
Opiate derivative offonscs . - 428 A3 a7z bR
Marijuans offenses __________._ 0 ! 308 24 216 24
Eseape from jail __________________________ | T4 g 1 [i¢) 12

| i

* Murder 1st shown For 1800, because Inopeior yestrs the mamber of ecases hos been greater thap 25,
** lneludes ofenses not shown.

for murder first degree offenders, 63 months for murder second degree
offenders, and 37 months for robbery first degree offenders. The de-
creasing amount of time served as related to type of offense is portrayed
in Chart X, depicting the offense and median time scrved in prison
before first parole in 1960,

When compared with the amount of time served before release in
1959, the men released in 1960 served slightly more time for the of-
fenses of murder first, robbery second, assault with a deadly weapon,
burglary second, rape, opiate derivative offenses, and escape from jail.
But the increase was only from one to three months, exeept petty theft
with prior in which the median was 15 months for those released in
1959 and 21 months for those paroled in 1960.

The median time served in prison before first parcle was 20 months
for the 278 women paroled in 1960. The women in two offense cate-
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gories, forgery and checks, and narcotics, comprised 58 percent of the
women first paroled, and are the only two offense groups in which
there were more than 25 women first parole in 1960. The median time
served by forgers and check writers was less for those released in 1960
than iu 1959, being 18 months before release in 1960 as compared with
20 months in 1959, Table 25B, The time served by nareotic offenders
inereased one month for those released in 1960 as compared with 1939,
the median time served beihg 26 months before release in 1960 and 25
menths in 1959,

TABLE 258
OFFENSE AND TIME SERVED IN PRISON
WOMEN PRISONERS PAROLED FOR THE FIRST TIME

1959 and 1960
Only Offense Groups With More Than 25 Coses Are Shown

1950 1060
Buelveted olfetses Median edian
Number time served Number tine served
in months in months
All offenses™_ ______________________. 233 24 278 20
Forgery and checka oo ... ___________ 81 20 104 it
Mareotiea. . oo __. 79 2a iy 26

* Inchples olfetises not showi

DISCHARGE FROM PRISON AT EXPIRATION OF SENTENCE

The number of adult male felons discharged from prison al expira-
tion of senlence deercased from 1,524 tn 1959 to 750 in 1960. This drop
in the number discharged from prison in 1960 oceurred in all three
types of releasc: those first released, those re-released after return from
parole with a new eontuitment and those re-released after return from
parole without a new eommitment. The amount of time served by men
in prison before discharge at expiration of sentence is considered sepa-
rately for those who had never becn on parole and for those who had
had parole experience and had been returuned to prison either with a
new commitment or without a new commitment.

Men who served their entire sentence in prison without having been
paroled, spent a median of 24 months in prison before discharge in
1960. Although this was the same median as the time gpent by men dis-
charged in 1859, the mediaus differ between the two years when the
time served is studied by offeuse group. Offense and time served in
prison are given in Table 26 for those groups in which more than 25
men were released. A pietorial deseription by offense group comparing
1959 and 1960 is given in Chart X1.
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TABLE 24

OFFENSE AND TIME SERVED IN PRISON
MALE PRISOMERS FIRST RELEASED FROM PRISOM BY DISCHARGE
AT EXPIRATION CF SENTEMCE
1959 and 1940
Only Offense Groups With Mare Than 25 Cases Are Shown

1958 1660
Selected offenzes Aledian Median

Number time servad Nuwler time served

in montha in months
All offenses®_ .. ______ T2z 24 441 24
Burglary 2nd, oo .___ L. 128 32,5 a7 30
GGrand theft excoptanto__.___. .  _________ 34 205 20 30
Aubo thefvoo o . _____ ... 69 24 42 24
Petty theft with prioro________. e 64 I7.5 25 12
Torgary and eheeks__ ____ ... ...___._. 167 24 R0 S
NAreoties oo .. 249 45 15 36
Lseape from jail or county mungs .. 11 9 Bq 9

* Inclyddes offenses hot shown,

Only 15 male narcotic offenders were first released by diseharge from
prison in 1960, This small number of narcotic offender dischargees
must be remembered when considering the deerease in ihe median time
served by those released in 1960 as compared with 1934, 36 months
and 45 months respeetively, This offense catezory had the greatest
reduction in time gerved betwern the median of 1960 and ihe median
of 195%. The median time served by those eonvicted for petty theft
with prior was 5.5 months less for the men discharged in 1960 than
the median for the men discharged in 1959, Male prisoners re-released
Irom prison at expiration of scntence after return [rom parole with
a new commitment served approximately 33 months in prison before
discharge in 1959 and in 1960. Prisoners discharged from prison in
1960 served 17 months after having been returned from parole without
a new commitment, This was one month more time than the median
for those discharged In 1959 (16 months), Table 27.

DEATH

During 1939, 68 adult felons died while in prison, Table 3. Of this
total, 64 were men and four were women. The median time served hy
the 61 men was 21 months before death, the total range was 0 to 211
months. Fifty-three men, or 83 percent, had never been on parole
sinee their original commitment and 8 men, or 13 percent, had been
returned from parole without a new commitment, The median age at
the time of death was 43 years for the 64 male felons, the youngest
was 23 years and the oldest 91 years.
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CHART XI
OFFENSE AND MEDIAN TIME SERVED IN PRISON
BEFORE DISCHARGE
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TABLE 27

STATUS AT RETURN AND TIME SERVED IN PRISON
MALE PRISONERS RE-RELEASED FROM PRISON BY DISCHARGE
AT EXPIRATION OF SENTENCE
1959 and 1940

105% 1960
Status at return Wledian Median
Number time served Number titne served
in months in monthe
Total ______________ . R L1 — 200 —
With new eomnitment_______ . ... ._____. 147 33 84 3.5
Without new commitment__________________ 455 16 225 17

In 1960, 82 adult felons died while in prison, of which one was a
women, The median time served by the 81 male felons was 30 months
and the eomplete range was 0 to 339, About 77 percent or 62 men had
never been on parele sinece their original commitment, and 4 men, or
5 percent, had been returned without a new ecommitment. The median
age at death was 53 years for the 81 male felons, the youngest was 20
vears and the oldest was 90 years,

EXECUTION

During the past 11 ycars, 144 persons had been received in prison
with death sentences; 66 were received in 195(3-54, G0 in 1955-59, and
18 in 1960. During these same periods, 83 persons have been executed,
39 in the first five years, 35 in 1955-59, and 9 in 1960. The death sen-
tence has been removed for 35 cases during the 11-year period of 1950-
60, Table 28,

The number of months between admission with the death sentence
and execution has gradually chaneed i the past 11 years. Of the per-
sons exeented in the 1950-54 period, 56.4 percent were executed within
12 months after admission, and 74.5 percent within 18 months after
admission with the death sentence. Tn the 1955-59 period, only 25.7 per-
cent had been executed within the first 12 months, and 40.0 percent
within the first 18 months, Of the persons executed in 1960, 22.2 percent
were executed within the first 12 months, and 77.8 pereent within the
first 18 months after admission. Although the percentage executed with-
in 18 months was fairly similar for those exeeuted in 1960, when eom-
pared with the 1950-534 period there is a noticcable shift in the per-
eentage executed within the first 12 months, 56.4 pereent in the 1950-54
period and only 22.2 percent in 1960,

Of the nine men executed in 1960, one had had no prier commitment
record, four had been in only a jail or a juvenile eorrectional institu-
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tion, and four had kad at least one previous prior commitment, Five of
the men executed were of the whiite race and four were Negro. The
youngest man at the time of exeeution in 1960, was 23 years old, the
oldest was 39 years old.

TABLE 28

DEATH PENALTIES
NUMBER RECEIVED AND DISPOSITION
1950-1954, 1955-1959, and 1960

Ttem 1950-1054 1955-1959 1860
Number received with death sentence_____ .. _. [ilia B 18
Number of exacutions _ _ _ ... cccccicveeaaa. 39 35* 9
Nuraber with death sentence removed ________ 10 20 &

* (ne woman.

MONTHS BETWEEN ADMISSION WITH DEATH PEMALTY AND EXECUTION
1950-1954, 1955-1959, and 1940

1950-1954 1055-1859 1860
Monthe
Number Percent Number Percent Number FPercent
39 100.0 35 100, ¢ ] 100.9
22 56.4 ] 25.7 2 22.2
] 23.1 & 14.3 & 55.6
2 5.1 10* 28.6 1 11.1
G 15.4 11 31.4 1 1.1

* {ne woman.



PAROLE POPULATION AND MOVEMENT

Approzimately 9,300 felons were on aclive porole from the California
prisons on December 31, 1960. Of these, 8,505 were men and 798 were
women,

The placing of a felon under parole supervision at the time of re-
lease from prison allows the parole agent to assist and guide the of-
fender during the transitory period of readjusting from prison life
to the community. Approximately 83 perveent of the wen and 96 per-
cent of the women released in 1460 were placed under parole super-
vision. The remaining chapters in this report present some factors re-
garding parolees and the movemeni of the parole population.

The 8,505 men nuder parvle supervision on December 31, 1960, were
not all loeated in Califoruia; 7,392 were in California, but 730 were
being supervised in other states and 378 were on deport or in custody
status. The number of California parolees being supervised in other
states increased slightly during 1960, fromn 694 on January 1, to 735
on December 31. The number of (alifornia parolees being supervised
in California inereased by 24 during the calendar year,

The population on parele al any one time is the resultant of the
parolee movement over a period of time, Persons are added to the ac-
tive parole population eount by parole from prison and by reinstate-
ment after suspension. Persous are removed {rom parole by diseharge
at expiration of sentence, by pardon or evirmutation, by death, and by
suspension. The movement of the male parole population is given in
Table 29A.

Comparing 1960 with 1959, fewer male felons were placed on parole,
fewer men were discharged from perole, and fewer deaths occurred,
but at the same time more men were suspended from active purole and
more wen were reinsiaied to active parole after suspension. In 1959 the
number of male felons placed under parole supervision was higher than
ever previously recorded. This high number of men released from pris-
on to parole in 1959 has resulted in the number of suspensiong being
higher during 1960 than ever experienced before in (alifornia.

The transfer items in Table 29A show the amount of movement of
parolees among the parole distriet offices within the State and between
Californiaz and other stales or jurisdietions. The ainount of transfers is
an accounting figure necessary for balancing the movement table and
to express the location of the parole population clearly.

Approximately 91 percent of the male felons paroled in 1960 re-
mained in California for supervision, California parole agents super-
vise not only those released from California prisons who remain in this
State, but also supervise parolees from other state prison systems, This

(61)
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TABLE 29A
MOVEMENT OF MALE PAROLE POPULATION AND
LOCATION OF SUPERVISION
1959 and 1960

1459 1060
Zupervised in Supervised in
Movement Depuort; Deport
Total or Total or
Cali- | Other |custody Cali- | Other [custody
fornia | states fornia | states
Population, January 1........... 6,765 | 5,080 508 477 | 8,511 } 7.368 a04 449
Tatal recaived on parele____._....| T.B8T | 7.258 465 264 | 7270 | 6,583 478 109
Paroled from prison___ ________ 5,781 5,198 313 240 | 4,871 4,408 245 167
Reinstated after suspension_____ 315 2538 i6 11 hirg] 330 ar 12
By tranafer. ... ______________ 31,021 4 1,772 136 13 | 2,020 | 1,B5¢ 146 20
Totsl removed from parole : 5,580 369 292 | 7,276 | 6,569 437 270
Dscharged* o2 1,795 232 156 | 2,188 | 1,719 258 179
Buspended .. .__.. oo ) 1,968 65 8| 3.013 ] 2,008 o2 13
Died** _ . . ____ - 57 7 a2 B? 74 13 —
By transfer_______________._ .| 1,821 | 1,760 65 o6 | 2,020 | 1,868 74 78
Population, Decatnber 31____..... 8,511 7308 £04 449 | B,505 | T.392 735 378
Fopulation change _______________ 1.746 | 1,678 o6 — 28 —6 24 41 -7l

* Includes pardens and commutstlons of which there were 1 in 1959, and 10 in 1960,
** Inclydes presumptive deaths, 32 in 1959 and nope in 1960

interchange of supervision among states has been accomplished through
an agreement under the provisions of the Interstate Compact. The
California agents were snpervising 950 men from other state systems
on December 31, 1960. Other state jurisdictions were supervising 735
California male felons on the same date.

The movement of women parole population and the location of super-
visien 1s given in Table 29B for 1959 and 1960. The number of women
under parole supervision increased during 1960 from 689 on January 1,
to 798 on December 31. Of the 798 women on parole on December 31,
720 women, or 90 percent, were in California.

During 1960, 412 women were released from prison to parole supervi-
ston, This was the greafest number of women ever released to parole
supervision during one calendar year in the history of this State. In
each category of movement, parole from prison, discharge from parole,
suspended from active parole, and reinstated to active parole after
suspension, the movements in 1960 numbered greater than the respee-
tive movements in 1959. The California women parole agenis were
supervising 46 women on parole in California from other states on
December 31, 1960.



PAROLE POPULATION AND MOVEMENT

TABLE 29B

MOVEMENT OF WOMEN PAROLE POPULATION AND
LOCATION OF SUPERVISION

1959 and 1960

63

1959 1960
Bupervised in Supervised in
Movement -
Tota Tatal

Other Other

Californin | states® Californin |  states*
Population, January 1. . _..__ 645 576 iz} 889 621 68
Tatal received on parole_.. ... 435 4013 az 525 488 57
Paroled from prison_________ 350 341 18 412 380 32
Rainstated after suspension. _ 3% 37 2 67 58 B
By tranafer. . ..o ___.___ 37 24 12 46 0 17
Total removed from parole _ ___ 391 358 33 418 369 47
Discharged®*_____ ... .. ... 1356 122 14 150 124 26
Suspended .. __ . . 21t 201 10 218 208 10
Died.. ... . ki i3 2 2 2 —
By transfer________. _..._._. a7 30 7 46 35 i1
Populution, December 31_..___ 68D 621 GB8 7598 720 78
Population ehange___._....... 44 45 -1 109 @9 10

* Includes deport and custody cases, which were 12 on Decemhber 31, 1955, and 11 on December 31, 1860.
The movement was 3 parnled, 1 transferred in, I discharged, 2 suspended and 2 transferred out during
1959, and was T paroled, 1 tranafecred in, & discharged, ami 6 transferred out durlng 1960,

** There werg to women parolees pardoned or commoled In 1859 there was 1 pardoned in 1960,



CHARACTERISTICS OF THE POPULATION ON PAROLE

Was the parole population in 1960 similar to the parole popunlation
in 19507 In order to study relative changes in the demngraphic ehar-
acteristies of parolees during the past decade, the type of offense, num-
ber of times on parole, and length of time on present parole, are ex-
pressed in percentame distributions in the tables and charts.

As of December 31, 1960, the California male parole populalion wuas
8,505 men, an increase of 94 percent from the 4,407 men on parole in
1950. During the some period, the number of women on aclive parole
tncreased 253 percent, fram 226 women as of December 31, 1950, to 798
women on the same date of 1960,

OFFENSE

A comparison of the pereentaee distributions of the number of men
in the offense groups during the past 11 years indicates some very
signifieant changes, Table 30A. Men who committed robhery accounted

TABLE 30A

OFFENSE GROUPS
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION ©OF MALE PAROLE POPULATION
December 31, 1950, 1955, and 1960

Olfense 1650 1955 1060

Number of men .. _______ 4,407 6,719 8,505*

Total poreent. _ . P (R 1004 1000 100.0
Homieide .o ____._. Ce e e aa 1G.5 12.5 8.8
Mureder Isto oo _____ 11.0 8.2 5.6
Murder 2od_ - aal_____ 3.1 2.6 1.6
Manpslaughter____ .. .. ... - 2.4 1.7 1.6
Tohbery . - 19.8 18.7 18.7
Assmulb oo il.__._ 3.7 3.0 2.7
Burglery - __._ 17.4 17.2 15.0
Theft except auto___ _______________________ 6.1 4.9 5.3
Awtothelt. .. .. . ._.... 3.3 2.9 21
Forgery and checks___.__. ... .. .. _____. 13.6 16.0 16.5
Tape o __._. 4.3 3.9 2.4
Lewd acts with children 2.2 4.1 3.7
Othersex_ _ . .. 2.4 1.6 1.4
Nareotics. ... oo ... .. ..o io.__.. 1.9 9.6 14.9
Freape (o ... ... L. .. e e e 2.3 1.2 1.4
Habitual eriminal o - ... 2.3 1.8 1.2
Allother _______________.___ 4.4 2.8 2.8

|
|
|
|

* Inciudes 53 parolecs In Nareotle Treaf ment-Control Project Clinde in 1960,
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for the largest percentage of men on parole as of December 31, 1950
through 1960, except tn 1954 and 1959. Those committed for burglary
were the second largest percentage group, except in 1954 and 1959
when they ranked first. These two percentage groups accounted for 36.7
percent of the men on parole as of December 31, 1960. Yorgers and
check writers have ranked third since 1953, when they displaced the
homieide offense group.

The greatest change in the proportionate frequency of the men in the
offense groups has oceurred in the homicide and the narcotic offender
categories. The homicide group has shown a deerease from 16.5 percent
of the 1950 parole population to 8.8 percent of the 1960 parole popu-
lation as of December 31. The narcotic offender group comprised 1.9
percent of the male parole population in 1950, and has inereased to
14.9 percent of the population as of December 31, 1960. Of 12 major
offense groups, narcotics has moved in rank from twelfth position in
1950 to fourth position in 1960, The trends in the percentage distribu-
tion of the offense groups of men on parele in 1950 through 1960 are
shown in Chart XII-A.

Women convicted for forgery and check offenses comprised 37 per-
cent of the women parole population as of December 31, 1960, as given
in Table 30B, This offense group has ranged first in the percentage
disiribution of offenses since 1952, Although data on the offense distri-
bution of women parolees are not available for 1951, the 1950 figures
were related direetly to the 1952 figures in Chart XII-B. This chart
graphically portrays the percentage distribution of the offense groups
of women on parole as of December 31, 1950 through 1960.

During this 11 year span there has been a gradual increase in the
percentage of women on parole for forgery and check offenses. This
offense group ranked second in 1950 with 20.8 pereent of the women so
classified, but has ranked first ever since 1952, and has continued to
increase, so that by December 31, 1960, 37.1 percent of women on parole
had been convicted of forgery and checks. The tncrease befween the
1950 percent and the 1960 percent is grecter for the forgery and check
writers than for any other offense group.

The narcotic offender group changed rank from eighth position in
1950, to second position in 1958 and therecafter; the change in the
percentage of total number of women on active parcle was from 5.3
percent in 1950 to 20.9 percent in 1960,

NUMBER OF TIMES ON PAROLE

Most men are serving their first parole under preseni conviclions.
The percentage distribution has changed sliehtly during the past 11
years, Table 31A. The percentage of men serving first parole was about
89 percent of those on parole in 1950 and 1955, and has decereased to
approximately 84 percent in 1960. The percentage of men serving their
second parole has increased from 8.9 percent in 1950 to 13.7 percent
in 1560.
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TABLE 30B

OFFENSE GROUPS
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF WOMEN PAROLE POPULATION
December 31, 1950, 1955, and 1940

Offense 1950 1055 1560
Number of women _.___.__________ 235 466 To8*

Totul percent_ . _ .. _________________. 100.0 100.0 104.0
Tomieide - oo oee o e 26.0 18.2 12.8
Murder 1st________ 6.0 2.8 1.9
Murder 2nd __ . __ 4.8 4.7 5.1
Manslaughter ... ... 14.6 10.7 5.6
9.3 7.6 5.3

5.3 3.9 3.1

7.4 6.0 4.6

Theft exeept asto_ __________ . ... _______ 14 .6 13.9 10,8
Auto theft . ______. - — 0.2 0.5
Forgery and checks_________._... 20.8 28.8 37.1
1.8 1.3 1.0

5.3 13.9 20.9

0.9 2.4 1.2

8.4 3.9 2.9

* Inctudes 2 parolees In Nareotle Treatment-Control Prajeet Clinie in 1860,
TABLE 31A
NUMBER OF TIMES ON PAROLE
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF MALE PARDLE POPULATION
December 31, 1950, 19553, and 19460

Timos on parole 1950 1955 1860
Numbarof men_________________... 4,407 6,710 8,505%

Total pereent__ _.__________________. . 100.0 100.0 100.0
Firat parole . . ___ L ....- . 85.2 80.3 83.7
Becond parcle. . . 4.5 8.9 12.7
Third Gr muore parole 1.3 1.8 2.6

* Tncludes 53 paroless In Nareotic Treatment-Contral Project Clinle in 1960,

Stightly more than three-fourths of the total women parole popula-
tion was serving first parole in 1960, Table 3113, This percentage has
dropped sinee 1955. Most of the increase oceurred in those serving see-
ond parole.
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TABLE 318

NUMBER OF TIMES ON PAROLE
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF WOMEN PAROLE POPULATION
December 31, 1950, 1955, and 1960

Times on parole 1950 1935 1960
Number of women_ ____ . .______ R 224 466 TUg*
Total pereent_______ .. _______.______ 1(3.0 100.0 100.0
Fimstparole____ .. ______________...  _____ 83.9 B3.0 T68.6
Serond parole ..o . . ___._.- 1.5 12.2 17.8
Third or more pavole__ .. .. _____.__ .. _____ 2.6 2.8 5.G
* Inelwgles 2 parelees In Nareotie Treatment-Contral #rojeet Clinde In 1940,
TABLE 32A
LENGTH OF TIME ON PRESENT PAROLE
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF MALE PARCLE POPULATION
December 31, 1950, 1955, and 19460

Length of time on present parale 1950 1054 1960
Number of men. . ... ___.. el 4,407 6,719 8,505%

Total pereent .o _____. _.____. 100.0 100.0 100.0
Lessthan I year_____ ..______ . . _______ 11.2 445.6 44.9
1 year but less than 2 years . _______ 2%.3 2% i5.1
2 years but lesa than 3 yeara . w2 13.1 8.8
3 years but less than 4 voenra_____ 3.1 3.2 2.2
4 vears bt loss than 5 years o ____ 2.4 1.4 1.1
Syearsorlonger _..__.______. ..____. 13.7 7.8 5.4

* Inciudes 33 paralecs in Nareotie Treatpent-Contrel Projeet Clnie In 19460,

LENGTH OF THME ON FRESENT PARCLE

Of the 8,505 male parolees as of Deeember 31, 1960, about 47 percent
had been on parole less than one year, and 35 percent ove year but less
than two years. These pereentages were 44.2 aned 28.3 respectively for
the 4,407 men on parole as of December 31, 1950, Therclore, fhere has
been a gradual inerease in the percenlege of those who have been on
parole less than {wo years, Table 324,

The length of time on present parole for women parelees has shifted
during 1950-1960. The percentage distributions of women on parole
indieates that 61.5 pereent had been on parole less than one vear as of
December 31, 1950, and 44.6 pereent had been on parole less than one
year on December 31, 1960, Table 32B. The changes in the percentage
distribution of the length of time on present parole as of 1930 compared
with 1960, occurred principally in the less than one year, two but less
than three years, and three but less than four year categories.
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TABLE 328

LENGTH OF TIME ON PRESENT PAROLE
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF WOMEN PAROLE POPULATION
December 31, 1950, 1955, and 1960

Length of time oo present parcle 1950 1955 1860
Number of women__ ______._.. s 228 466 ToE

Total percent______________________..._ 100.0 100,90 106.0
Less than 1 year_ ... __.___..__.. 61.5 41.4 44.6
1 year but less than 2 years_ . _.. .. __. 23.5 22.1 23.3
2 yeoars but less than 3 years ... ______._ 8.0 18.9 15.7
3 years but less then 4 years - [, 1.8 8.8 B.0
4 yoars but less than 5 years.___ _____________ .4 3.0 3.6
Sysarsorlonger. . .. _ ... —ocooo- 4.8 4.9 4.8

* Ineludes 2 psrulees in Nareotle Treatment-Control Freject Clinie in 1960,



SUSPENSION

The sentencing boards’ octions suspended 3,013 men and 218 women
during 1960. A parolee who becomes involved in additienal eriminal
conduet, or who violates other conditions of the parole agreement, may
have his parole suspended by the Adult Authority if a male parolee,
or by the Board of Trustees of the California Institution for Wormen if
a woman parolee. An order to suspend a parolee results in the stopping
of time accredited on the sentenee. The offender is ordered returned to
prison. However, not all suspended parolees are returned to prison. The
sentencing board may review the case at some later date and the parolee
may be reinstated to active parole status. The next chapter is on rein-
statement.

The cumulative percentages of men suspended for the first time after
parole to California supervision, are shown in Table 33A, grouped by
year of parole for 1956 through 1960. During 1960, 18.8 percent of the
4,409 men paroled to California supervision in the same year were
suspended. When considering the percenfage of men suspended during
the first yenr of parele, the percenfage was higher in 1960 than in ony
of the preceding four years. By the end of the first year after parole,
slightly over 40 percent of the men pareled in 1957, 1958, or 1959 had
experienced one suspension from aective parole,

The ecumulative percentages of women parclees suspended for the
first time, by year of parole for 1956 through 1960, is given in Table
33B. During 1960, 16.5 percent of the 412 women placed under parole
supervision in 1960 had been suspended from parcle. This percentage

TABLE 33A

CUMULATIVE PERCENTAGE OF PAROLEES SUSPENDED
EACH YEAR AFTER PAROLE

MALE PARCLEES SUSPENDED FOR THE FIRST TIME FROM
SUPERYISION IN CALIFORNIA

1956 through 1960

Year of parcla
Year during which suspended
1956 1957 1958 1059 1960

Number paroled . ... ... 3,629 2,441 3,368 5,198 4,409
Yearof parole_____.__..__.___ 11.5 13.4 17.4 13.9 18.8
1st year after parele_________ 33.1 40.5 41.4 42.7
2nd vear after parcle__________ 43.7 48.5 50.4
3rd year after parole.  _ .. .__ 45.2 48.0
4th year after parole__________ 45.5

(71}
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was [ower than the 1958 and the 1959 percentages of those suspended
during the year of parole. By the end of the first year after parole
the pereentage of women suspended has been increasing, such that 46
percent of the women placed on parcle in 1959 had been suspended,
while at the end of a similar period, the percentage for the 1956
paroles was 35.3 percent.

TABLE 338
CUMULATIVE PERCENTAGE OF PARQLEES SUSPENDED
EACH YEAR AFTER PAROQLE
WOMEM PAROLEES SUSPENDED FOR THE FIRST TIME
1956 through 1960

Year of parole
Year during which suspended -
1958 1957 1953 1959 1960

Number paroled . _______ 275 244 320 350 412
Yearof parcle_______________. 15.3 13.9 7.2 22.0 16.5
st year after parole_ . _ R $5.4 3G.4 40.3 46.0
2nd year after parole__________ 45.8 44 .6 47.8
Ard year ufter parole. . . _____ 49.4 47.5
4th year after parole_ . ________ 50.0




REINSTATEMENT

The Adult Authorily reinstated 379 men to active parole supervision
wn 1960. The Board of Trustees of the California Institulion for Women
reinstated 67 women to active parole supervision ¢n 1960, The authority
which suspends parole may also reinstate the person to active parole
status. The more common situations in which a reinstatemient may be
ordered are, first, when a suspended parolee whose whereabouts was
unknown is loeated and found to be law-abiding while at large, or
second, reinstatement may follow after a parelec convicted of a new
offense, and having served a sentence in other than a California prison,
may be reinstated if in the opinion of the sentencing board no useful
purpose would be served to the public or to the parolee by his return
to a California prison,

The number of male felons reinstated to active parole supervision
during each of the 11 years, 1950 through 1960, is presented by reasen
for snspension in Table 34A, About three-fourths of the reinstatements

TABLE 34A

NUMBER OF REINSTATEMENTS
RATIO OF REINSTATEMENTS PER 100 AVERAGE SUSPENSIONS
REASON FOR SUSPENSION BY YEAR
MALE PAROLEES REINSTATED ON PAROLE

1950 through 1960

Reason for suspension
Total
. Whereabouts ..
Technical unknow: Criminal charge
Year —_ e .

Ratio* Ratio¥ Ratio™ Ratio*

per 100 per 100 per 100 per 100

Number | average | Number | averuge | Number | average | Number [ average
BlIA- -1 BUS~ AUSs-

pensions pensions pensions pensions
19BD_ . ___.. 195 7 3 -] 84 21 108 15
1961 .. _____ 195 17 3 4 &6 21 105 15
1952 _______.... 249 21 & 6 126 32 117 17
1963 ... .. 249 20 5 4 121 28 123 17
1984 ___.____ ... 253 18 2 1 123 37 128 15
1086 ____... 284 20 1 1 142 34 141 16
1958 .. 311 22 — — 177 43 134 15
1867 . _____ 241 15 3 2 133 26 105 10
1958 ... ____ 346 17 7 3 143 28 196 16
1859 _______ 315 15 6 3 121 22 188 14
1960 .. ... _ 379 15 3 2 184 25 193 13

# Ratin hased on the two-year average number of cases suspended during the vear indicated and the previous

' (13)
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oceurred within the first two years following suspension ; therefore, the
ratio of the number reinstated per 100 average number suspended is
based on a two vear period, the year of reinstatement and the previous
year. During 1960, 379 men were reinstated to aetive parole super-
vision after suspension. Of these men, 192 had been suspended because
of new eriminal charges against them, 184 were men whose whereabouts
was unknown, and three were for technical reasons.

For the total number of men reinstated, the ratio of reinstatements
to 100 average suspensions varied from 15 in 1957, 1959, and 1960,
to a high of 22 in 1956. The ratios of reinstatements varied markedly
depending upon the reason for suspension. For suspensions due to
parolees’ whereabouls beinr nnknown, the ratio of reinstatement has
varied from a low i 1950 and 1951 to a high in 1956, from 21 to 43
per 100 average suspensions respectively, For the men reinstated after
suspension hecause of a criminal charge, the ratio has varied from a
low of 13 in 1960 to a high of 17 in 1932 and 1953, in relation to 100
average suspensions.

The number of women parolees reinstated and the ratio of reinstate-
ments for each 100 average suspensions during a two-year period, are
given for 1950 through 1960 in Table 34B. Tn 1960, with 67 women
being reinstated to parole supervision, the ratio was 31 reinstatements
per 100 gverage suspensions. In 1955 this ratio had been 56 reinstate-
ments for each 100 average suspensions. The reinstatement ratio has
ranged from 30 in 1950 to 56 in 1955, and decreased to 19 in 1959,
and again rising to 31 in 1960,

TABLE 34B

NUMBER OF REINSTATEMENTS
RATIO OF REINSTATEMENTS PER 100 AVERAGE SUSPENSIONS
BY YEAR
WOMEN PAROLEES REINSTATED ON PAROLE

1950 through 1960

Year Numher Rate per 109
AVErALe suspensions¥
1930 .. 17 30
1950 L e eeeeeaooo- 23 38
1952 . 39 53
1953 _____ ... e a2 34
1854 ... 66 52
1955 _ .. 09 56
1856 . o 63 38
1957 o 60 41
1058 . oo 57 32
1959 .. 39 19
1960 _ .. a7 31

* Ratio based on the two-year average number of cases suspended during the year indleated and the previous
year.



DISCHARGE FROM PAROLE

I’arcle supervision has previded guidance and assistance from parole
agents for many parolees, and has enabled the parolees to complete
their sentences. Most (87 percent) of the men discharged from parole
during 1960, were scrving their first parole, and approximately 83
percent of the women were of the same status.

In studying the length of time served on parole it is necessary to
separate types of parole into first parole, reparole after return to prison
with a new commitment, and reparole after return to prison without
a new eommitment. The 1878 male felons discharged from first parole
in 1960, served a median of 24 months on parole before discharge. This
was exactly the same as the median time served by the 168 men dis-
charged from reparole after having been returned to prison with a
new commitment, The 100 men who were discharged in 1960 from
reparole after return to prison without a new commilment served a
median of 16.5 months before discharge, Table 35A. The type of parole
and the median time served on parole before discharge is shown in
Chart XIIT for the years 1950 through 1960.

TABLE 35A

TYPE OF PAROLE AND MEDIAN TIME SERVED ON PAROLE BY YEAR
MALE PAROLEES DISCHARGED FROM PAROLE
1250 through 1940

Teparnle uiter return to prison
First parola -
With new commitment | Without new commitment
Year T
Maodian Median Median
time served time served titne served
Wumnber on parcke Numher on parale Number on purole
in months in months in months
1950 ________ 1.073 24 48 28.5 tri 18
1951 __ ... . ___ 1,168 24 a5 27.5 82 18
1652, ________. 1,042 27 39 24 B 20
1953 _ ... __ 1.anl 27 il 27 73 21
964 .. 1,283 30 75 25 66 15
1956... . ___. 1.520 27 89 27 74 18
1956 .. ___ 1.766 27 121 28 84 18
1967 ... 2181 24 181 24 T 17
W58 L. .. 2,046 24 143 24 B 15.5
1959 _ .. ______. 1,921 24 182 24 79 18
1960 _..____. 1,878 24 168 24 104 1G.5

(75)
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CHART X

TYPE CF PAROLE &ND MEDIAN TIME SERVED
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The amount of time served on parale before discharge has decreased
during the 11-year pertod for mon reparoled after return with a new
commitment. The medien time served by male first parolees before dis-
charge was 24 months in 1950 and in 1957, increased to 30 months in
1954, and has returned to and siayed af 24 months in 1957 and the
years thereafter. The median time served on reparole before discharge
by male felons reparoled after return to prison without a new eommit-
ment has always been less than the other two types of parole. 1t has
ranged from a high of 21 months in 1933 to a low of 15 months in 1954,
and was 16.5 months for those discharged in 1960.

Women discharged from first parole served g median of 37 months be-
fore discharge in 1960, This was a higher median time served for women
discharged from parole than in any year in the 1950 decade, The me-
dian time served by women parolees before discharge from first parole
has gradually increased from 21 months before discharge in 1950, to 36
months before discharge in 1956, 1957, and 1958, and again inereased
to 37 months in 1960, Table 35B.

OFFENSE
The length of time served by first parolees before discharge should

be analyzed by offense groups to be more meaningful. The offense and
time served on first parole before discharge by male parolees are given

TABLE 358

TYPE OF PAROLE AND MEDIAN TIME SERVED ON PARQLE BY YEAR
WOMEN PAROLEES DISCHARGED FROM PAROLE
1950 through 1960
Median Time Served Computed Only far 25 or More Cases

Reparole after return te prison
Fimt parole
With new commitment | Without new commitment
Year
Median Madisn Median
time sarved time served timo aserved
Numbar on parole Number on parole Number on parcle
in wonths in manths in months
1950 _ .., . _.__ 54 21 — — 3 —
195 _____ ... 53 26 —_— — 5 —_
1952 o 37 26 — 5 _
1953 __ .. .. __ 43 28 1 — 7 e
A2 LT B0 33 — I —
1955 ... __. 80 kt1 1 — 7 —
1056________ ..._ 82 36 3 — 10 —
857 .. L. a7 a6 5 — 29 —
1958_______ .. __ 85 a6 i1 — 18 —
igal________ ... 106 35 4 - 26 2D0.5
1960 __ . I 125 37 4 — 20 -
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in Table 36 for 1956 through 1960. For those discharged in 1960, men
convicted of murder second degree served the greatest amount of lime
on parole before discharge, 48 monfhs, Manslaughter and robbery first
ranked second highest in time served with a median of 33 months.
Those convieted of lewd acts with children ranked third, 32.5 months.
The median time served on parole by those in the offense group of auto
theft was lowest, 18 months.

TIME SERVED IN PRISON AND ON PAROLE

The median time served in prison and the median time served on
parole before discharge for the male first parclees discharged during
the last two years are compared by selected offense groups in Table 37A.
The men discharged in 1959 and in 1960 from first parole served @
median tinie of 22 months in prison before parole and 24 wonths on
parcle before discharge. Men had served three months more in prison
than on parole.

TABLE 35

OFFENSE AND TIME SERYED ON PAROCLE
MALE FIRST PAROLEES DISCHARGED FROM PAROLE
1956 through 1960
Cnly Offense Groups With More Than 25 Cases Are Shown

1956 1957 1958 1959 1960
Belected Median Medisn Median Median Median
cffenses time tirne tima time time
Number| served |Number| served (Number| served |Number| served |Numbor| served
in in in in in
months months months months montha

All offensea*_.| 1,766 27 2,161 24 2,016 24 1,921 24 IB7R | 24

Murder 2nd ____ 32 42 29 )1 42 44 46 34 42 381 48
Manslaughter ., 25 30 33 30 38 31 37 30 30 32
Roblery Ist._.__ itz | 33 200 | 30 248 | 30 257 30 233 33
Robbory 2nd_.__ 82 27 132 24 13 24 9z 22.5 19 24
Agsanlt with

deadly weapon _ &6 aT 89 24 G4 24 55 24 &7 24
Burglary Ist.____ 43 a2 47 23 44 30 a7 30 38 ] 30
Burglary 2nd____ 298 26 asT 24 327 24 286 21 287 21
Grand theft ex-

ootk BUTO__ G4 24.5 117 24 43 24 90 21.5 75 24
Auto theft__... . 68 | 24 77 21 68 19 80 18.5 68 18
TForgery and

checks. _______ 336 24 409 24 356 21.5 340 | 21 a52 20
Rape ___________ it a6 a0 36 64 30 T2 30 43 30
Lewd acts with

children.___.. 50 | 34.5 86 | 36 101 33 87 36 108 | 32.5
Narcotics___.___ 231 24 263 24 274 24 267 24 250 27

* Includes offenses not shown.
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TABLE 37A
OFFENSE AND MEDIAN TIME SERVED IN PRISON BEFORE PAROLE
AND ON PAROLE BEFORE DISCHARGE
MALE FIRST PAROLEES DISCHARGED FROM PAROLE
1959 and 1960
Only Offense Graups With More Than 25 Cases Are Shown

16959 16960
Madizn time served Median time served
in months in months
Selected offenses
Number In On Total Number In On Total
prison | parcle 0:‘“ prison | parcle @ fa
before | hefore E:I. before | hefore e‘(i)'
parole |discharge Medimns parole |discharge medians
All offerwes® _ . | 1,021 a7 24 51 1,878 27 24 5t
Murder 2nd________ R 34 48 42 o} 38 Lt} 48 117
Manstaughter . _______ w a6 30 i3] 30 3l.5 33 4.5
Robbery 1at__ . _...._.. 257 35 30 G5 233 36 a3 fG
Robbery 2nd ___________ 2 24 22.56 46.5 ™ 28 24 52
Asspult with dendly
WERDON ..., 59 24 24 48 &7 27 24 a1
Burglary st ___________ T 36 B 3731 s 33 30 63
Burglary 20d . __.... ... 286 24 2 45 287 24 21 45
Grand theft except auta. . o0 21 21.5 42.5 75 19 24 43
Auto theft _____________ 2143 24 15.5 42.5 8 18 18 36
Yorgery and checks_____. 340 22 21 43 352 1% ) 3R
Rape_________________. T2 36 30 a6 43 34 30 it
Lewad geta with children - H7 410 35 81 108 42 32.5 74.5
Nareoties_ .. - _______ 267 2T 24 51 25 27 27 54

* Includes offense groups not shown.

When considering the total of the median time served in prison and
the median time served on parole by male parolees, the offense groups
indicate some differences between those discharged in 1960 and those
discharged in 1950, The total of the medjans indicates that those con-
victed of murder second served 117 months before discharge in 1960,
as compared with 90 months before discharge in 1959, Most of this
difference in medians was in the time served in prison. There had been
an inercase in the total of time served by men discharged in 1960 over
those discharged tn 1959 for murder second, robbery first, robbery see-
ond, assault with o deadly weapon, theft exeept auto, and narcolics.
These increases were not predominantly in prison time nor in parole
time, but differ in the offense groups and in the location of servitude.
The total of the median time served by 13 offense groups is portrayed
in Chart XIV for men discharged in 1960 from first parole.
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CHART IIX
OFFENSE AND TOTAL MEDIAN TIME SERVED

IN PRISON AND ON PAROLE BEFORE DISCHARGE
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The women first parolees discharged from parole in the five-year
period 1956-1960, are compared with those discharged in the period
1951-1955 for four offense groups, in Table 3TB. Women discharged
from first parole during the 1956-1960 period served longer fotal time
than did those discharged during the prior five years. This is true for
all offenses and for cach of the four offenses specified. The increase in
the total of the two medians was cansed principally by an increase in
the median time served on parole before discharge during 1956-1960.

A look at the 11 years’ experience indicates some trend changes in
the amount of time served. Studying the series of median time served in
prison hefore parole and on parole before discharge of male first
parolees, by year of discharge, from 1950 through 1960, indicates some

TABLE 37B
OFFENSE AND MEDIAN TIME SERVED IN PRISON BEFORE PAROLE
AND ON PAROLE BEFORE DISCHARGE
WOMEN FIRST PAROLEES DISCHARGED FROM PAROLE
1951.55 and 1956-60
Only Offanse Groups With More Than 25 Cases Are Shown

1551-65 1956-60
Median time served Maodian time served
i vewonths in months
Halected ofensea
Number In On Lot Number In On Total
prisen | parole ¢ f'" prison | parole 0?‘
before | before 3 hefore befure 3,
purole  |discharge| "te4R0S parole |dischurge} WELIS08
All offenses®. . ____ 283 24 28 52 495 23 38 50
Manslaughter. ... ______ 349 25 3l bili} A1 23 43.5 66.5
Grand theft excep!l auto__ 33 24 31 55 &7 23 ar (]
Forgery and clecks _____ G2 24 30.5 54.50 132 24 38 62
Nuareotica_ . _____________ 41 20 22 42 37 21 8 49

* Ingludes offenses not shown.

noticeable trends in the amount of time served, Table 88A. During these
11 years the total of the median time served was 49 months for those
discharged in 1950 and 1951, and inereased to 60 months for those dis-
charged in 1954, and then deereased to 51 months for the 1957, 1959,
and 1960 discharges. The Huctuation is very ovident in Chart XV-A,
Aecording to the median time served by male first parolees, more time
has been reguired in prison than on parole for each year of parole dis-
charges except 1954, when lhe median time in prison equalled the
median time on parole before discharge.

This is not true for women first parolees discharged from parole dur-
ing the past 11 years. The fotal of the median time served by women
first parolees before discharge has ranged from 49.5 months in 1950, o
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TABLE 3BA

MEDIAN TIME SERVED IN PRISON BEFORE PAROLE
AND ON PAROLE BEFORE DISCHARGE

BY YEAR

MALE FIRST PARGLEES DISCHARGED FROM PAROLE

1950 through 1960

Median time served in months

Year Number

In prison On pacols Total of

before parole |before discharge medinna
T 1,073 25 24 49
3 1.1GE 25 24 49
952 .. 1,042 27 27 54
1953 .. L oeo.- 1,191 27 27 54
A9R4 .. 1,283 a0 30 a0
1,524 30 7 57
1,760 30 27 57
2,161 27 24 51
2,046 30 24 Bt
1,021 27 24 51
1,878 27 24 51

a high of 60 months in 1956 and in 1960, Table 38B. The median time
served in prison before parole has decreased from 28.5 months for those
discharged from parole in 1950, to 21 months in 1954, and increased to
24 months in 1956 and in 1959, returning to 23 months in 196{(s. Tn the

TAELE 38B

MEDIAN TIME SERVED IN PRISON BEFORE PAROLE
AND ON PAROLE BEFORE DISCHARGE
BY YEAR

WOMEN FIRST PAROLEES DISCHARGED FROM PAROLE

1950 through 1960

Median time served in months

Year Numher
In prison On parole Total of
Lefure parole  |before discharge medians
YO0 .. 54 285 21 49.5
L a3 25 26 51
Tah2 37 25 26 51
S 15 0 IR 48
1454 - (£ 21 33 54
1960 L oll.. B0 22.5 a4 56.5
1850 ... R2 24 36 60
1957 07 23 36 59
1648 -4 23 L) 59
L 105 24 35 59
1960 L __.. 125 23 37 Lill]
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CHART XX A
YEAR DISGHARGED AND TOTAL MEDIAN TIME SERVED
IN PRISON AND OCN PARCGLE BEFORE DISGHARGE

MEN DISCHARGED FROM FIRST PAROLE
1950 — 1960

MONTHS MONTHS
70 70

ON PAROLE

IN PRISON

53 54 'B5 ‘56 ‘57 '58 ‘59 1960

1950 "5 '5g




84 CALIFORNIA PRISONERS

same period, the median time served on parole before discharge has
changed from a low of 21 months before discharge in 1350 but grad-
ually increased to 37 months before diseharee from parole in 1960,
Chart XV-B. The median time scrved by women first parelees dis-
charged from parole has deereased during the past 11 years with re-
spect o the amount of time required in prison before parole, but has
tnereased in the amount of time required on parole before discharge.
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CHART ZX B
YEAR DISCHARGED AND TOTAL MEDIAN TIME SERVED
IN PRISON AND ON PARCLE BEFORE DISCHARGE

WOMEN DISCHARGED FROM FIRST PARQLE
i350 — 19€0
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APPENDIX

COUNTY OR AREA OF COMMITMENT
PRISOMNERS MNEWLY RECEIYED FROM COURT
1959 and 19460

1958 14664
County or area of commitment

Men Women Men Women
5,426 292 E.701 327
A,442 142 3,560 204
2,112 124 2,191 132
1,330 68 1,368 72
57 4 57 ~
187 4 200 7
202 9 184 7
143 L] 174 5]
241 5 237 14
s 28 391 32z
25 4 21 1
65 5 63 5
50 3 42 1
Ban Francisco Bay Area_ .. .. ... ... ... 278 48 o69 62
Alameda County - ... _____._ 273 17 222 14
Sun Franeiweo Counby___ ___._________..- 220 14 279 15
7 other eounties . oo e 385 15 468 33
Contra Costa___ Kitd 2 109 14
Marin. oaaiaas 20 - 18 3

Napa__________ 20 1 11

Ban Mateo. .. 62 1 &8 i3
129 7 207 8
as 2 38 i
39 2 a7 -
Balanece of Btate____ ___ ___________________. 1,106 54 1,172 Al
10 Sacramento Valley counties. ... .- 338 15 334 15
uwtte . ______ b3 - a3 3
Colusa_._. 10 - 9 -
(lenn. . _ 4 - 5 -
Plaeer ______ 14 2 a -
Bacramenta_. 151 7 155 8
Shasta 19 - 33 3
Butter ____ 10 - 13 -
Tehama_ __ 10 1 19 -
Yuolo._____ a2 4 33 -
Yube o o ___ 13 1 2G 1
7 Ban Joaquin Valley counties 553 28 553 28
Fresno__.____________________ 157 14 141 7
Wings oo aa Lo 27 2 18 1
Madern _ 26 2 31 3
Moroed. .oceanvean 34 1 g 2
San Joaguin_ _ 141 5 138 4
Stanislaus. o onaan 126 2 111 Fi
Tualare oo 42 2 75 4

(8T
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COUNTY OR AREA OF COMMITMENT—Continued
PRISONERS NEWLY RECEIVED FROM COURT

1959 and 1960

1959 1860
County or ares of commitment
Maon Women Men Women

217 1 285 18
- 1 -
- - 2 1
- - o -
13 1 25 1
9 - 17 -
28 1 48 3
10 - 1] -
4 - 7 1
] [ -
- - 1 _
23 1 29 1
o - 2 -
1 - - -

a1 ) 36
9 - 11 -
i) - - -
4 1 7 1
33 1 45 3
—_ - 1 -
] - 17 -
5 - b -
8 - 4 -

o
A
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