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I NI TI AL ST ATE MENT  O F REASONS 
 
 

TITLE 15. CRIME PREVENTION AND CORRECTIONS 
DIVISION 2. BOARD OF PRISON TERMS 

CHAPTER 3. PAROLE RELEASE 
ARTICLE 2. INFORMATION CONSIDERED 

 
 

New Section 2240 
Psychological Risk Assessments 

 
SPECIFIC PURPOSE AND NECESSITY OF EACH REGULATORY CHANGE. 
 
This new section codifies the Board of Parole Hearing’s existing guidelines for the 
preparation of Psychological Risk Assessments for parole consideration hearings held 
pursuant to Penal Code Sections 3041 and 3041.5.  
 
The specific purpose of each subsection of the proposed text and the rationale supporting 
the Board of Parole Hearings determination that each amendment is reasonably necessary 
to carry out the purpose for which the regulation is proposed is as follows: 
 
Proposed section 2240(a)  
 
This section identifies when an inmate will receive a Comprehensive Risk Assessment.  It 
also makes clear that psychological reports prepared before January 1, 2009 are valid for 
three years, or until used at a hearing that was conducted and completed after January 1, 
2009, whichever is earlier.  
 
Proposed section 2240(b) 
 
This section provides that a Comprehensive Risk Assessment will be completed every 
five years and defines what is generally contained in the report.  It contemplates that risk 
assessment instruments may be used to evaluate an inmate’s potential for future violence. 
 
Proposed section 2240(c) 
 
This section provides when a Subsequent Risk Assessment will be prepared and defines 
what is generally contained in the report.  The Subsequent Risk Assessment will 
predominantly focus on dynamic factors and it will not contain an opinion of the inmate’s 
potential for future violence. 
 
Proposed section 2240(d) 
 
This section provides that the CDCR’s inmate appeal process does not apply to the 
Board’s psychological evaluations. The inmate may challenge the report and its 
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conclusions at the hearing.  The hearing panel will determine what evidentiary weight to 
give psychological reports.  
 
Proposed section 2240(e) 
 
This section describes how substantial factual errors in a psychological report will be 
handled if they are identified by the hearing panel. 
 
Proposed section 2240(f) 
 
This section describes how administrative factual errors in a psychological report will be 
handled if they are identified by the hearing panel. 
 
Proposed section 2240(g)  
 
This section provides that life inmates who don’t reside in California may not receive a 
risk assessment or other psychological evaluation due to other state’s licensing 
requirements for psychologists and variations in confidentiality laws from state-to-state.  
 
Proposed section 2240(h) 
 
This section specifies that this regulation will not apply to medical parole hearings or 
applications for sentence recall. 
 
TECHNICAL, THEORETICAL, AND EMPIRICAL STUDY, REPORTS OR 
DOCUMENTS 

 
The Board did not rely on any technical, theoretical, or empirical studies in consideration 
of this proposed regulation. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF REASONABLE ALTERNATIVES 

 
The Board has not identified any alternatives to the proposed regulatory change that 
would fully meet its objectives. 
 
EFFECT ON SMALL BUSINESS 
 
The subject of this regulatory action directly affects prisoners serving life sentences.  The 
Board has not identified any alternatives that would lessen any adverse impact on small 
businesses.  However, no impact on small business is expected. 
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