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FOREWORD

When the Departiment of Correetions was established o May, 1845,
no aecerate factuyl information was available to aid the new adminis-
tration in its planning and establishment of an organized prison pro-
gram. Management te be offeetive in planning for the futore must have
favis voneerning the numbers and types of prisvners committed to the
vorrectional system, Lheir distribotiog in the institntions and programs,
the sentemee or length of time secved, ihe methods of release and the
resnlts of prizen experience in terms of parole and post-institetion
condunet.,

Druring 1945 a eomprehensive statizties] aceounting system was estab-
lished to provide sueh basie dalz on California priseners. This is the
wixth annnal release of semmary information, the first of this serics
having been jssued for the vear 1950, Statistival data eovering the
S-year period 1943-1949 wera released previously in a single Teport.

The siatistical date in this report snmmarize the facts as to move-
ment of prizoners and paroless and as Lo admizssions and releases for
the year 1955 waking eomparisons with like Information for previous
Fears. The exiating statistical aceounting svstem makes available eon-
siderably more detailed informwation than iz included in this report,
Boeh data are of value to the admicistrators, planwers, legislators,
researchers, and others conerrned wilth the operation of the correctional
system. Basie information of the type presesled in this report makes
possthle the develapment of applied research which would not other-
wise he practical.

We, whe aliinisler a gpecific phase of eriminal justies, find many
uses for this report. Deesuse of the technical nature and the many
relaled laetors evnsidersd in {his brochore it 1 important for all of
us who are interested in this field to inlerpret conselentiously and care-
fnlly the statistical information presented herein.

RacHakn A, Mcliee

_ Dvrector of Correctinns
Ruaeramentn, {Ialifornia

November 1, 1956
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CALIFORNIA PRISONERS
1955

SUMMARY

Frisan Population

The year 1855 ia the first sinee World War 11 in which o Jeerease
neeurred in the California prison population. The nomber of inmales
in the prizom aystem on Doeember 31, 1955, was 15,230 or 146 less
than the population on Derember 31, 1354, This reduction is a refleetion
of the 1955 trend of felony erimes thronghout the State.

Admissions

Drarimg 1354, 3,461 male prisoners were reccived newly from ceourt,
which was & rate of 26.6 per 100,000 California population. In 1954,
there were 4,003 mon eommitted at a ratz of 31.8 per 100,000 popu-
latipe. The wwmber of women prissners commitied was 17T during
1866 a5 compared 1o 229 committed in 1954,

Offense

The commitment rales for men in 1955 showed a decrease in such
offenises a5 auto theft, narcotics, burglary, forgery, and also robhery.
Cnly in assanlt and homieide were there some 1ndieations of inerease,
The wormen eommitment rates of 1955 over 1954 decreased in homicide,
forgery and ehecks, and nareotics, which were three of the four offense
groups in which more than 20 women were eommitied.

Courty o Areo of Commifmeant

Comparieons with the 1960.1954 average annual rates per 100,000
population show that in most meographieal areas the rates of com-
mitment of men durime 1933 were less than the rates of Lthe past five
vear average, parlivularly in San Franeiseo, the seven San Joaguin
Valley Countics and in Loy Angeles.

Age of Admizsion

A slight inerease 1n the age level of both men and women eommitted
to prison in 1955 was noted as comparsd with previous rvears. The
median age for men reecived was 259 vears whercas it was 20.0 years
in 1954 The median age of women at admission was 319 in 1953,
one and onc half years older than 30.3 years in 1964,

Frior Criminal Recard

Of the tota! mrmber of men commitind during 1955 approximately
18 percent had no record of any prior eriminal eommitment. About
47 percent had reeords of prior eommitments to institutions of less
than prisen type and 86 poreent showed a record of prior eommitments

[:1]



12 CALTFOENIA FRIEONEERS

to prisou. The distribution of prior record coincides very closely to
that of men eommitied duriog previons yeara.

{fense and Prior Criminal Record

The percentage of men with prior record varies considerably when
the offense groups are econsidered. Of those committed for homieide
offensea B percemt had no prisr commitment record. (f the men
received for auto theft snd [or burglary only 5.5 and 54 percents
respectively hed not served prior sentences before commitment.

Cffonse and Noreolic Addidion

About 16 pereent of the men ecommitted during 1955 were classified
a: having a history of nareotic addietion. Of those eommitted for
narcotic law wvielations approximately 70 percent wore addiets. OF
those enmmitted for burglary and theft about 13 percent were classed
as addicted, while those received for other types of offenses only
ahout & poreent were so0 categorized.

Mefhod of Releass

Of the men rcleased during 1955, 76 percent were parocled, 28 per-
cent were discharred and one pereent died or were executed. This
1955 percentape distribution i very similar fo that for the past
five yesrs.

First Parole

Almost 30K men were released to parole for the first time during
IG5, The median time served in prison by these men was 30 montha,
the same as for the 1950-1354 period. The median time served in prison
by the 187 women paroled for the first time during 1955 was 24 months,
one month shorier than the median time served by those first paroled
duaring 1950-1954

Reparole

Male parole wiodalors who were returned with a new commitment
served a median time of 45 months before reparcle in 2955 whils men
who had been returned as techuienl wiolators served » median time of
17 months before reparcle.

LY

Discharge From Prison ot Expiration of Sentence

More than 1,000 mecn were released from prison during 1855 at
expiralion of aentence. Abont one-half (491) of these were released
for the firgt lime having served o modian of 30 months. (F the other
one.hall yeleazed, fonr-fifths (427) were men who had been returmed
for paruls violation without a new commitment having served a median
nf 19 months hefore discharge, and onefifth {98) were men returned
from parole with & new comunitment and scrved a medizn of 48 months
hefore expiration of sentence.

Porole Papulation

Om Deeembar 31, 1955, there were 6,719 men and 466 women on
parole. Of these 5493 men and 407 women were under supervision in

California.
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Discharge From Parole
For those persons who maecessiully completed their first parcles

during 1955, the median time served gn parole before discharge was
27 months for the men and 34 months for women.

Suspenzions

The men who were zuapended in 1955 stayed out of trouble longer
than thuse who were suzpended in 1954 The median time was seven
months hefore vielation for men suepended from (California paroles
in 1955 and five months for those suspended in 1954,




INTRODUCTION

Each year a statistieal report is issued accounting for the prisoners
in ihe institutions of ihe Department of Corrections, and those who
are under parvle sapervision. It presents data showing the eharacter-
istige of prisuners reecived, the methods of release from institwiional
treatment, the length of time served before release, the time on parole,
and the number whose parcles weore terminated by suspension or by
discharge at expiration of senlence,

Essentially the same statistical dals are presentad in cach annnal
report eo that comparable information 15 available for those eoncerned
with the prison and parole systems and their administrations. There
are variations from past expericnee to be noted in each year’s data.
Such differenees may resnll from chansed eonditions or from admin-
istrative policy revisions at various levels of the admioistration of
Justice. Thig report for the calendar year 1955 ofers comparisons with
like statistics for the year 1954; and n order to relutc the 1955 date
to general trends of recent years, eomparisoos in many instances gre
made with the averape data for the five year period 1950-1154,

Deseriptive information conecrning the organization and funetions
of the Departmeni of Correetions, the Aduit Authorily and the Board
of Trustess of the California Institution for Womesn must of necessity
Be repeated cach year go that those examining the report for ihe first
time will have a belter understanding of the operation of the Clalifurnis
privon systera, Therelore the following paragrapha are repeated from
previous published reports,

“AN persons who are convieted of felony offenses in the superior
courts of California and senlenced to the siale prisons are commilted
to the eustody of the DHrector of Corrections. Men are delivered to one
of two reception-guidance ceoters, located a2t the California State
Prison at San Quentin for men convieted in the northern part of the
SBtate and at the California Inslitulion for Men at Chino for those in
the southern area. All women commitied Lo prisun are received at the
California Iustitution for Women at Corons. After diagnostic study
by the reception-gnidance eenter slafls and with the approval of the
Direetor of Corrections, the mon are transferred to one of seven insti-
tuiions for treatment. They may be transferred among the instilutions
or lo & camp as 1s approprigie for the parlienlar training needs of the
individual. The women after initial sindy remain st the Califorois
Instifution for Waomen.

“The great preponderanes of prisoners in the Depariment of Cor-
rections are adult felons committed to the Directur of Corrections
after eonvietion in the superior vourts; however, other types of inmates
under spevial seetions of the law are housed in the institulions of ithe
Depariment, The largest additional group coosisls of young males who
have heen committed to the Departivent of the Youth Authoerity, and
who have been plaecd by that authority in an institution of the De-
partment of Corrections. Most of these youths who might benefit from

[14]




INTRODTCTION 15

a program of woeational training arc confined in the Denel Voeational
I[nstitution, which was established to earc for young men committed
to either the Youth Aulbkurity or the Department of Corrections. At
the present time this nstitution, with a capacity of 1,200 beds, s
housing 500 Touth Awthority boys and 400 adult prisoners. In addi-
tion to those youths there are other specialized types of prisoners being
cared for by the Department. sueh as recaleitrant tubercular defendants
cormmitted to the custody of the Slate Department of Public ITealth
and placed by it in the California Medical Facility, some sax payeho-
paths and psychopathie delinguenis placed, for eustodial reasons, in
the institntions of the Deparinent of Correstions by the Department
of Mental Hygicne, As will be seen in the detailed informalion pre-
gented, these speeialized types aceount only for a vory small portion
of the total number of prisoners.

“*This statistical analysis of California prisoners reviews information
not ooly on persons who were committed to the control and enstody of
the 1irestor of Corrections, but alze on the determinations made by
the two sentenciog and paroling authoritics. With the exeeplion of
persons commitled under the death penalty or for a definite term of
lifz, as after conviction for first degree murder, all othera aroc eom-
milted to the Director of Correetions nnder the indeterminate sentenee
provided by law for the particular offense involved. The delermination
of the length nf sentence and how long a man will serve in prizson before
parole, it he is paroled, is made by the Adult Authority. In the case of
women, the Board of Trustees of the Culifornia Tnstitniion for Women
hax the zame powers of determining sentenes and parole for the inmates
of thiy inslitution ax the Adult Anthority has for the men.

CWhile persons commitled to the Tircetor of Correetiops under
California biw remain in his offivial eustody until the cxpiration of
their sentenecs, those whoe are released on parole are supervised hy
agenciea that are independoent of the Director of Corrections. Male
paroleess pre snpervised iy the Division of Adult Paroles which 1s nnder
the administralive control of the Adnlt Anthority, and women parolees
are supervized by women parcle officers vnder the jurisdietion of the
board of trustens,

“The Adnlt Authority and the board of trustees have an interest in
the general policics which govern the administration of the mstito-
tiong, just as the Director of Corrections has an ioterest in the general
determirations of sentence and time served in prison. The three admin-
istrative entitics meef in consideration of these policles.

“'Tn presenting information relatine to lime served, two peneral
measures are nsed, the median time served and the range of the middle
A pereent, of the eases within the eluss. The median is the most aceapt-
able averace for purposes of measuring time sereed as it Iz the middle
oage In any eeonp when all are arranpged in order from lowest to high-
est, apd eannot be inlneneed, ad is the arithmetic average, by the
exireme values particularly of the cases with the longest time served.
The range of the middle 80 percent of the vaszes also 19 a better repre-
gentative of the general spread of ihe todal mromp than is the entire
range from one exleeme to the other. By eliminatine the extreme cases
ihat poenr In the lowaest 10 pereent and the highest 10 percent of the




16 CALIFORNIA FRIZONERSR

distribution, attention is concentrated on the time served by the more
stabilized middle four-fifths of the cases.’’
The annual gnd historical data are presented n four geetlons:

Institution Population and Movement
Irisoners Newly Reecived From Covrt
Frisoncrs Heleased

Parele Population and Movement

The statistical data in each section are shown separately for men
and women. In practieally all stages of the ndministation of eriminal
justice differenees will be found between the two zexes in the types of
offense and methods of disposition and freatment. In reneral women are
congiderably less setive in erime than are men. The types of offense in
which they predominate are homieide, theft, forgery, and narcoiies;
whereas, ther arc less active in such ofenses as robbery and hurplary
which show heavy frequencies for men, As a rvesult it wust be carefully
remembered that data showing differences belween men and womnen
with respect to offense, rates of commitment, and exparienee on release
are comparahble only in the most general terms,




INSTITUTIONAL POPULATION AND MOVEMENT

imering the eleven year perind 1944 through 1334 the Calitornia
prisoi population expanded at a rapid rate, The Frar 1955 is the feat
sipee World War 11 in which a decrease oeeurred in the total poepula-
tion, The number of fomates in the prison syvstem on Deccmber 31, 14350
was 13,2080 or 146 less than the papulafion on December 31, 1554, This
deoroase peeurred as a result of a substantial peduetion in the number
of the persong committed 1o prizon in 1955 as compared with the previ-
oug year, & reduetion in lhe number of parole violators returned to
prison, and more persons released from prisoa during 1335 than there
had been the proviens vear. The reduced muwnber of admissions is con-
sistent with lbe general trend of felony erime throogrheul the Siate
in 14955 as compared with 1354 During 1955 there was an 8 parceal
drop in felouy arrests and approximately a 15 pereent deerease in the
namber of persons prosecated on [elony charpes m the superior eonrts
during 1955.*

The prison population on Necember 31, Lhe rate per 100000 of the
Slate population, and the annual changs for each sear sinec 1941 were:

Rale per
1A & Anrual changa
Prigon relifornis prixog papuainiion
Decembier 37 popriation popuriation nuembor percent
1944 . AL 2 — —-
isds . B LFAH T 5 10.1
16 __ e THE3D BT 1211 15.3
MY 09,0048 BOS 11%% 14.3
1848 e oo 10054 a8 1445 11.6
94 ... __ 100, B 101 B4 Hl
Wy o __ 11,505 10435 [EEL] G4
1451 R 1 K1 BLIC ) 41 24
1a54 T E AN 12 12150 10,0
10 o~ 14,144 143 Hedh b4
1 R P i ] 13040 1229 B
1855 ___ . . - 152E)D 1144 —T1-Hi —1.1

At the begimning of this 12-vear perind prison popnlation was prob-
ably at itz lowest peint in reecuot decndes mot only in Califernia bud
all over the United States due to World War I Presumahly Uwe teturn
to what might be ealled ““normal® prison pepulation did net ocenr
antil about 1949, Smee then the ratoe of inerease in prison popmlation
has execeded slightly thal of general popnlation eXecpl in 1951 and 1955,

The growths of California population and prisen pepulation acc
compared in Chart T from 1845 through 1955, and estimated for the
next ten years. It is assnmed in the estimate that in the {nture prison
population will inerease approximately at the same rate as State
population.

* rims 4n Callforsio—I855—Bureiu of Crimined Biwtistlea; Ssacrwmento, Callfornin.

[17]
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The distribution of prizson populalion among the instituiions of the
Nepartment of Curreetions as of December 31, 14535 15 shown in Table 1,
{f necessity there has been an expansion of prison facilities over the
past few years io meet the necds cansed by the tremendons prossures
of population. During 1035, the California Institalion for Men added
a branch iostitution loeated at the gite of the former women’s institu-
tiom at Tebachapl whieh inereased the total eapacity of the California
Institution for Men by B0 heds and aceounts for the growth shown
in Table 1 from about 2,200 to 2,6(0 inmates. The California Mens
Colony in San Luis Obispo which opened as a new instilulion in 1954,
expanded to nearly foll eapacity duriog 1955, and had a total of 988
inmates on December #1. The California Medical Faeility, which first
opened in 1950 at & I'ederal instaliation located on Ternnpinal Island,
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moved to its new permanent site at Vaeaville during 1555, The popula-
tion of this institution dropped from approximelely 1,040 at the end
of 1954 fo 500 while being moved to its pew site but sinee haz grown
to over 1,100 by Decerber 1950, approaching ils maximum eapaeity
of 1,350 beds, The fact that thers was no growth in the over-ail popu-
lation, and that the additionsd capacities just meniioned wers available,
made it possible to reduce the Ban (Quentin prison popalation to slightly
under 4000 as of the end of the year.

Supplemental to the institntional programs the Department of Cor-
rections operates camp programs in conjuoction with the California
Department of Public Works and the California Department of Natural
Resourvers. The eamps, supervised by the four California prisons at
Chine, Folsom, Ban Quenlin, and Soledad, had a population total of
513 men on December 32, 1955, which is included in the inslitutional
figures shown io Table 1.

TABLE 1

FOPULATION OF CALIFORMIA PRISONS
December 31, 1951, 1952, 1953, 1954, and 1955

[mestakiation i L] a2 1853 1954 1445

Tatnl _. . e aaooo- 11,938 13,189 14, 149 15,376 15,2350
Califorois Instibotion fue Met___________ 2,008 2165 2184 * 013 2,501
California Mens Colony . — — - b iG]
Tirnel ¥eenbiona Toegitetion_ _ ___________ 4735 557 o403 1,206 1,143
Folsom Mrimow . L 2,303 a2,y LETE 2714 2457
Medical Facility____ ... 1.m0 1013 1, QR I.M7T 1,117
San Quenkin Mrisan oL ______ 4742 4 51 A, 745 4 d4l 4,431
Boledad rises_ oL S 1,052 AL 2388 2214
Crlilormip, Inetitation for Women_ ________ L] 415 440 G 557

Prizon popuiation increases or deereases as a resnlt of variations in
buth intake and outge. The ehief sources of intake are perenns newly
vomnitied by the superior eourts aed the parole violalors returned to
prizon. The principle soureca of outgo are parols and discharge at the
expiration of sentenes, Tn Table 2, the movement of population is given
hy sex for 1354 and 1853, The toial received was around 700 Less in
1555 than in 1954, This resulied primarnly from some G600 fewer eom-
mitments of new prisoners, and a rednction of over 150 in the number
of parole violalors returned. On the other heand, the number of persons
leaving prison ioereased abont 650 in 1955 as compared with 1954, An
inerease in the number of porsons discharged ot expiration of senfenee
by 240, amd an increase in the wumber of persons paroled by almost
2 acconnted for most of thiz diference. Also, there was an increase
of aver 150 in the number of Youth Authority wards releazed from the
institntions of the Department,

Items such as escapes and eseapees returned, out to court and return
from eourt, trensferred to State hospitals and received from Slate
heapiials, and misccllancous other reeeipts and releases, for the most
part tend {o balanee each other, and thos do not effect to any great
extent the variations in total population.
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The category, Youth Auihorily, refers to bors whe have been com-
mitted to the Youth Avthorily and plieed by it in some institution of
the Department of Corrections, ehictly, the Nenel Voeational Instite-
tion, These youlhs are still under the control of the Youlh Authority
and are not meluded in the anzlysis of adult prisoners. The 61 ““other?’
males receiverd during 1855 ineluded five scxual psyehopaths, one pay-
choparhie delinquent, 40 recaleitrant tuberevlars, and five safekrepers.

Eszenttally, the sum trends in fewer commitments and more paroles
are nwted for buth men and women. In the case of women, however,
there was an inerease over the previous year in Lhe number of parole
vielators relurned, and there was slmost no wse wwade of rolease by
digchgrge at cxpiration of sentence.
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PRISONERS NEWLY RECEIVED FROM COURT

In this seetion *f prisoners newly received from court’’ refers to those
persons who are recelved during the vear under commitment from the
superior eourts of California ciclusive of parclecs who are reiurned to
prisun ag viglators with additional eourt eommitments, The number of
persong commmiited to prison from yeir to year is not necessarily a valid
inddex of lelony erime. This is evidenged from the aveilability and use
of methods for treatment other than prison and the selectivily that
oceurs in the criminal process whers only abont ome person out of 14
who are arrested on felony charges actually s commitied 1o prison.

All new male prisoners are received af one of two reception-guidanes
venters; one o oorthern California at Ban Quentin, and one in southern
California at Ching. Diagnostie studics are made of the male prisoners
in these receplion-puidance venters and of the women prisoners by the
staff of the California Institution for Women at Corona. From these
pase histories certain bagie information iz reeorded statislieally on all
persony rescived and 1his record forms the hasiz of the data presented
herein.

Thoze factors for which the 1955 date are compared with those for
1854 and i several instanees with the average of the 1950-1954 gronp
are offense, county or area of eormuitment, age at admission, prior
erviminal reeord, race, and time in Califernia before ofense was com-
mitled. rata on three additienal factors are pregented in eascs of men
only. These are educational achisvement level, military record, and
nareetic addietion history.

In the tubles portraying offense and counly or area of eommitment,
the rates of commitment per 100,000 California population are eom-
pared for 1954 and 1455 as well a3 the pereentage change in the eom-
hitinent tates of 1955 over 1954, Also, the averape annual rate of
eommitment per 1000(N} State population iz given for the five-vear
perivd 1950-1954. For the tables other than the two mentioned above
the pumber and percent for the years 1354 and 1955 arc given along
with the percent distribution for the five-vear period, 1950-1354.

During 1955 the number of male prisoners received from eonrt were
3,461 which was a rate of 26.4 per 100,000 Calilornia population, Table
A4, Both the number and the ratc of commiiment were lower during
1955 than during 1554 when there were 4,003 men committed with the
rate of 318 per 100,000 pepulation, The averars annual rate of com-
mitmend fur the 1950-1954 period was 301 ranging from 230 in 1550
and 1851 4o 32.0 in 1963,

For the women prisoners recelved from eourt the rate of commitment
during 1434 was 1.8 and the rate during 1855 wae 1.4 The 1954 rate
wius Nigher #nd the 1955 rate was stightly lower thap the average an-
nuat rate of 1.5 per 100,000 population during 1550-1954, Table 35.

[22]
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MALE PRISCHERS MEWLY RECEIVED FROM COURT

TABLE 3A

OFFENSE GROUPS

1954 ond 1955

23

1354 A 19a0- 1854
- Percent
changa .
O Fenwn Bata per Kuby ptr io ke };_;:muglﬁ
- 100,00 { wowher | 100000 1955 over | e
popals- popula- | 1954} gppon
taoK’ tim* prerpeuls Lo
Total . oo 4,003 41.8 3,441 o2 b - 16.5 .1
Huenbvidle. . oo 147 1.2 Gl 1.2 6.1 1.2
Murder 1zt ____ 2B — 44 — . —
Murder 24 __ 51 — 54 — —
Maunlaughier. ____. - &l — ] — — —
Manslawgbier by w}.m.le____ 7 — T - - —
Hobleecy i 54 Gin 2.7 —I1I. %! 5D
Raollbery let i55 — 408 - —
Reobbery 2d_______ 181 — 177 — —
Deher. .. EE — L1 — —
A b oo 108 ng 132 1.0 40, 1.1
Apaalt with dendly TR [ - 43 — 1M — —
Dbhr . H — 13 — — —
Burglary_ ... RO2 i) il 5.0 pr | 1.
Rurglary 1ok __ B — i — -
Bucglnry 2d Gad 557 —_ — —
CHdvar . k1] —_ 1h - — —
‘Bhefb exeepb mebe. .- oL TR 2.2 242 1.9 —13.5 2.0
Crand thele __ ____________ 74 —_ it —_ — —
Pagty thelt with priero . 1 — 5] — — -
Herciving wtalen proporty . . Fx} — 1E —_ —
Auro theft . . 181 I.5 144 1.1 - M8 1.5
7ol 8.0 H46 4.4 —1i.9 5T
242 1.8 240 1.8 - 4.2 F
T4 — ] — — —
mns - [T — _ _
B% — i) —_ —
GBSy 5.2 i) R —23 0 1.8
158 1.3 lag 1.0 - 0.0 17
1% —_ 18 —_ —_ —
1§ - 14 — — —
5 — 4 - —
2 — ] — —
1 —_ 1"} — — —
36 — ) - — —
24 —_ 13 — — —
2 — ] — — —
L1 — = — — —

* BOTECE; Californds pepulathm poifmntee Trom Siale Teparimeet of Fluoges, “Eatimeted Popalstion of Caki-

farbila®y Areip Ao Counlies, 1B60-1855," Nevembar, 1854,
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TABLE 3B

DFFENSE GROUPS
WOMEH FRISOMERS NEWLY RECEIYED FROM COURT
1254 and 1955

Lils1 j =l 191154
Percent
whang: .
Oftapes Rste per Rate per | inmie | VRS
Number L0, e Fumhrr LK) | 19535 over b ot
]‘u’.‘:.|_'ll.1]w— ||-uI:|'mI.-n,- 1904 1060 W
i Lin® perputsbivn
Pglul. ..o . PR i) L. il 1.4 —25.3 1.5
Moeninidr | e 28 .2 oz 0.2 —.y n.2
Muriler sk, . R + — * — -- —
Muorderad ... B — ki —_ — —
Aanslpughte= o ___ kg — 13 - — —_
Robbory__ ... Il — T — —_ 1
Aminnit .. . Ll — A - — —_
Burglacy - 1% - 12 — — o.1
Thelt ... R 4 n.e 25 0.2 46,3 0.z
Forgrry abd clecls oo FE] n.& i ] .5 —I[p.0 4.5
Srex nffenare ... & — 1 - — —
Mageotion. ... ... 52 1.3 35 0.1 - 4.1 n.a
Qther elloeea .- .. 11 — 3 —_ - —_

* QOTRCE: Califarnls Twpnlailon cstimntes Crom Siste Deparfmert of Floeoes, “Belimaled Papelation of celi-
Torndi's Arcup ood Cuoitlles, TARL-LG05," Novambar, 1H51

OFFEMNSE

The offense [for which a person is committed te prison is one of ithe
mosl importamt fuetors available which will Juferentiate betweell Lypes
of oilfenders. While the ofense 15 in no sense an indiestion of the type
of person involved a3 to pemsenality or molivalion, it never-the less
makes it possible to separale prisemers into mesningtul growps that
show reul ditfferenees in waneral items such as ape, tace, and reeidivism.
urtherniere, there are marked diffetences in sentenceg and Lime served
before release to he fommd anoneg the various offense grovps.

Tn presenting offenze data, the standard general groupings are nsed
and within cach group the specille charge of which the offender was
ponvicted s shown, Rach person committed is elasyifed for statistical
puepuses for only one offense. If he is admitfed to peison for mare than
i type of olfense be iy coanted for the mest serious as measnred by
the mazimwn punishmeut preseribed by luow,

In Tahle: 34 for men and Table 3B lor women, these committed in
1855 are shown by offense and compared with the 1954 data. On the
basiz of Sate population there was an over-all rate of decrease of 16.5
percent Lor men when comparing total male prisoners newly received.
Comilment rates of the men showed substantial decreases in the of-
[enses of anto theft, nareoties, burglary, and forgery. There was also
a notieenble decrcage in rokbery vommitments, On the other hand, there
wesg an inereage of about 20 perecnt in the commitmend rate of assaunlt
offenders aml a relatively small increase in the rate of homicide of-
fenders. o these latter two eroups, the nomber of cascs involved waa
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CHART 11

SELECTED OFFENSE GROUPS AND RATES OF ADMISSION
Mals Prisoners MNewiy Received From Gourt
1955 AND ANNUAL AVERAGE 1950 «1954

Gffense groups with mare thon 2040 mole odmésslons o 1955

Rate Rals
a L]
Y T T 1 T T T v T————
BURGLARY
FORGERY
ROBBERY
HARCOTICS
THEFT
EXCEPT AUTD
1955
3 1950 - 1954
SEX
] 3 10

Rate par 100,000 Colifernla Popylation
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relatively small, In mosat instanecs the 1955 rates ghowed either a lower
rate than the average annuoal rate for the period 1950-155%4 or approxi-
mately the samne. This iz further evideoce that 1055 was the year in
which there was a definite drop in the geperal activity of serions erime.
The rates per 100,000 State popmlation for offenses with more than 200
men admitted during 1935, have been given special comsideration in
Chart 1T by graphically contrasting the 1955 rates with the averape
annual retes for 1950-1954.

In Table 8B there are only four offenge proups in which there werc
more than 20 women comwmitted to prisen; homicide, thefts, foreery
and chocks, and narcofica. There was 4 marked deerease in the commit-
ment tates of 1955 over 1954 in cach of these groups oxeept theft, but
in all groups ineluding theft the rates of commitment per 100,003
population were exaetly the same ag the averape annual rate for the
five years 1%950-1954,

COUNTY QR AREA OF COMMITMENT

In studying the source of commitment of California prisoners, the
eountiss have been allovated into three basie pecgraphical areas, and
these arcas have been farther defioed aecording to the size of counties
and mabgeographical gronps. The southern Cglifornia area iz divided
into Loz Angelez and the nine other eounfics, The Han Franciseco Bay
area includes Alameda, Ban Franeizeo, and seven other counties; while

TABLE 44

COUNTY OR AREA OF COMMITMENT
MALE PRISOMERS NEWLY RECEIVED FROM COLRT
1954 and 1955

land )il 195 1554
Pecpeal
chanpe
Tounly o atde of Hnte per Inbe per in ™ate Averiis
fonmiloent L TR
Numher 1akk [HHI Mumber 100 EHE ] IS cver TRt DT
propula- populu- 143t 1EHT 43NK
jon¥ yon¥ L
fgn thon populskion
Tneal ] 4,008 1.8 3,461 6 B 5 0.1
Bouthern Celifornie__ - . 2,40 i1 AL oy —IE.A 29,8
Taoa Angeles {Zrinty R 1417 Hi 1,220 3.8 —of. 4 ZR.N
U other counties_ o _________ L 5.6 s L] +1.% 5.1
Ban Feanripen 1oy neen R A2 i | ] 17.n —H) 23T
Alammls Covaby . oo 173 oI 1B 43 8 +4.9 .5
Ban Francisco Counky______ L 48,1 1] 211 —4.5 5.4
T othor counbica. o ... a1% L4.6 214 JE ] —i.2 [5.8
Bulanwe of dlata_ oo ______ L) )1 Bl b1 ] - a9 41.5
Ly Eaeramentn Yalley emin-
teew . 180 .1 2 204 =3.7 (]
7 Ban Joaguun Valley coun-
tlem 0 kL. Elin 471 —T.9 &T.6
22 other eoantiea L. . 200 A5.N 15t ar.n —22.0 33.3
FAOURCE: Califrma posvlatbon eelloalts from Siste Thepdrimenl of Fliaoes, “Eslimaiel Topalillon of Call.

Fuwnlo™s Areac prad Conniies, JE5A-1055," Noember, LGS
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for the balance of the Htatie, there are eombioed the ten Bacramento
Valley Counties, the seven in Ban Joaguin Valley, and the twenty-two
ather eountres throuphoat California.

The prisoners reeeived from court also are studied in relation to the
nember of commitments to lotal population o ithe comuty and arca.
The California popnlation figures are from Lhe Btate Depariment of
Finanee, “Esiimated Population of Californian’s Area and Connlies,
1950.1955,"" November 1935, page 16.

The rales of eommitments difer greatly among couniiea and areas
and from year to vear. Of the ares groupings pressnled in Table 4A
for the men the seven Han Joaguin Valley Conntics had the highest
rates of commilment in both 1954 and 1955, 51.1 men per ILO00 popuo-
lation in 1954 and 47.1 o 1955, which was a decreaze of 7.9 poreent
in the 1955 rate from the 1954 rate. Sap Franeiseo County which had
a rate of 381, the seeond higheost rite in 1954, dropped to 21.1 men per
100,00 population in 1955, & 445 pereent decrpase in rate between
the two years, the greatesl deercase of any one arca. Alameda County,
in the same gencral area ae San FPraneigeo, during the same period in-
ereased its rate of vommitment from 2008 to 22.5 ot almost 10 pereent,
These noticeable ares differcnees were brue glso in the southern Cali-
forvia region, Los Angeles with g decrease in commitment rate from
322 in 1854 to 23.8 in 1935 or a 26.9 percent drop, the sceond largest

TABLE 4B

COUNTY OR AREA OF COMMITMENT
WOMEN PRISCMERS WEWLY RECEIVED FROM COLRT
1954 and 1955

1954 1055 195019054
.. L. —_. Paroent -
. 5 changa
CD‘E:;l;n?:m“t of Rata per Eate e | i rate th_nuﬂ '
101, 0} . 100,000 | UBES over

Hymbaer ! [rwnber ! Tata per

prpulas eulne- 1954 10 (0

Liue® tino® s

ronulstion
Tukal o~ o 1.5 177 1.4 —25.3 1.3
Southern Cnlifarnin | .. - 129 1.8 112 1.5 —1d.¢ 1.b
Lus Avpeles {lomoty . . o, T4 1.& G2 1.2 - H.7T .4
9 oklier woaltbims o ___ ] 2 32 1] at —r-d 1.8
Yoo Francises Hay orcn -, Lh] 1.% 31 1.0 —44 .0 1.7
Alsareds Coaedar o ____ 17 —_ T —_ —_ 1.8
Ran Francigeo Coumby______ 21 — 10 — — i.o
7 vkluer rounties ..o 7 - 14 — -— 0.2
Palane of Stata____________ 15 2.1 a4 1.5 —2rn 1.5
1) Facremenkn Yalley eoun-
Lbew_ . T — 10 — — 1.4
¥ Ban Josgquin Yalley coun-

L2 i — 1 — — 2.9
#F wber araedise oo ... 11 - i - — 1.3

* BOTECE: Callficida populallor ecllmales fom State Thepartmert of Floaoee, “Betimated Popalstiva of Call-
fornl's Arear and Counllet, 1B58-1888," Norrmbor, THSS5.




23 CALTFORNIA PEIEONEES

percentage change in rate of 1955 over 1954, prescoted just the op-
posite picture [rom the group of nine other sonthern Celifornia coun-
ties which had a rale change from 3456 per 100,000 population in 1954
to 360 in 1955, a slight wereass in rate of 1.2 percent.

Comperizons with the 1350-1954 average snunual rafes per 100,000
population show that in most geographical sreas the rates of commit-
ment during 1955 wore less than the rates of the past five-vear average,
particularly in San Franeiseo, the seven Han Joagquin Valley Counties
and in Los Anpeles.

Los Anpeles Clounty sent more women to prison during 1955 than
any other eounty, see Table 4B, but the rate of eommitment with re-
speet to its population decreased 227 pereont from the previeus year.
During 1955, cach of the three principal geographical divisions of the
Stile had reduced commitment rates in 1935 over 1954 The rate of
vommitineht frem the sputhern California area in 1955 was 1.5 per
100,000 population which ig the same 2% Uhe average rate during 1850-
1054, Tn the San Francisco Bay area, eommitments in 1955 were at
the rate of 1.0 per 100000 population while the average annnal 1950-
1954 rate was 1.7 women.

In the appendix the number of persons committed to prisen during
1954 and 1955 from each county iz given sepacately for men and
WOIGOTL.

TABLE 5A

AGE AT ADMISHCON
MALE PRISOMERS WEWLY RECEIVED FROM COLURT

1954 and 1955
"
154 [JHrl 1830
Ago st pdmission in YeRIE . 1954
Huwler Pereent | Wumber | Perveot peTesok
Total .. - 4 00F LI 3,461 100 0 1001
102 2.5 u3 .4 2.3
_ — Y — Z.
e — 16 — —_
) .- az - —
10 25.7 828 4.2 .0
14k — 35 -— —_
i —_ 20 — —
251 — vy — -
138 — 1AY .- —_
246 — 150 — —
1,k 2.5 BIG 23.7 2.8
i1 15,0 3R 19.4 15 4
411 w3 b | .5 0.8
515 7.8 285 B.4 7.8
- .- - R FIH 5.8 IS 5.1 5.3
S0 Ao Bver- ceean . e 240 B2 pira] T4 7.2
Medianage. __________ ... - . .. __. .0 .5 .3
Tereentwnder 2, . 6.0 48 |9 )
Perseot ander 26 ... I 28.2 on.a 28 B
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AGE AT ADMISSION

There has been a great deal of public comment in recent years about
the suppezed inerease fn erime on the part of the younger offenders,
To the extent that trends in prizson commitment might give some in-
dication of the inerease or derrease in sericus crimes by those under
25 yeara the data on age arc of particular interest,

Owver the past few years there iz hittle evidence of any marked change
in the ape at admission of lthose sentenced to California prisons. There
have been small finetuations, but the median age has been consistently
abont 20 years. The proportion of total males that wero under the ape
of 85 when committed fo prison has ranged around 28 or 29 pereont.
In 1955, however, there waz a slight shift in the direction of an older
age pronp. Both men snd women show slightly bhirher medfan ages
than was the case for the previous year and the proportion of prisoners
reecived who were under the age of 25 deersased 8s eompared with
previous years.

As evidenced in Table A, the median age of the men reeeived during
1555 was 20.9 yoars na compared with a median age of 29.0 yeara for
those arciving during 1954, For those admitied during 1%50-1%54 the
median age was 20.3 years, Relatively fewer mnales wers recsived under
ibke age of 21, dropping from (.0 pereent in 1453 to 4.8 pereent doring
1955, Avnother indication that the men admitted were older was that

TABLE 5B

AGE AT ADMISSION
WOMEN PRISOMERS NEWLY RECEIVED FROM COURT
1954 and 1955

i jirEt 1651

Age st mdminsion @ years — | — - a— 1B
Humber J. Fercent Huaoleer I'creeot parcant
Total R [ by 1M1 0 177 1.0 .
Oodee 20 _ fi FA N — — 4.8
15-17 . e — — — — —
1E__- [ [, —_ —_ —_ —_ —_
e mmeeeem B —_ —_ —_ —_
024 emmmm - b= I | EN] 1T. 5 2.4
. 1] - - R - - 11 —_ H —_ —_
. PR =) —_ 13 —_ —
. . - - 15 — 7 — —
.= N N 1 —_ g —_ —_
' 12 — fi — -
2E-2 - - - 1] 23 B 41 LN 24
HAS e ] 5n 18.5 4 F-0 17. %
L L Pl 2.7 25 t4.1 0T
444 I - 24 0.5 17 %.49 BE.5
ASedl o] 1 b2 HI] ] 6.8
Bl fared oovwr_ . H 3.5 13 ¥-d .0
Median nge: . oo..., N T, 30.3 g4 .5
Pereanh under 35 ______________ T4 4.4 7.1
Percend under 2% _______________________ 25,97 17.5 .3
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282 pereent were under 25 years of ape at admission during 1954 and
only 26.7 were in that age proup at admission during 1855, The avail-
ability of Youlh Aunthority faeilities for the Founper apes has some
cffect on the number of younger men heing sent to prisoen.

The median age at admisston of the women received during 1955
was 31.9 years which is one and one-half years older than the median
awe of those received dueing 1954, 30.% vears. Thiz indicates that for
the women also there was an older group admitied during 14955, see
Table 3B. There is a noticeabls drop during 1955 in the perconts of
those received nunder 21 years of age and under 25 years of age. The
pereent of women received whe were nnder 25 vears of age was ooly
17.5 in 1955, 25.7 in 1954, and 26G.2 during the 5 years 1950-1954. This
indicates that predoelly during the pasi few years there have been
relatively fewer women nnder 25 newly received from eourt,

RACE

The race classification as need in this study relers more Lo cultnral
and racial proups than to color, While the Mexivans are of the white
race, in Czlifornia they wsually are identified separately because of
gsemi-ramal and eultoral differences. OF the total nmmber of men Te-
ecived from eonrt doring 1855, the white gronp vomprised 598 pereent
of the poyaalation, the Negro 2002 percent and the Bexican 17,4 percent,
Table 6A. When compared with those reeeived during 183, the per

TABLE &A

RACE
MALE FRISOMERS MEWLY RECEIED FROM COURT
1954 and 1955

1H34 1955 1BEL.

R Coo — 1954

Hamber FPereot Kumhrr Parrant prTreTE
Tokel . E R 1Kk 3461 LLFRI) io0.o
T e s o e emma - 2 A8 LU 2071 MR .5
Mlaeivaln o ___. A 1.5 Ll 174 170}
SNegra - I, TH1 1.5 GG M2 1.2
Othee L. 1t 2.5 11 2.8 2%
Tdisn__ . b2} n.a 53 1.5 kB
(hiorac e ememmeaana 14 1.1 n 0. ('}
T L i 1] LI 1 o.m ol
Vilipine T T 0.2 13 04 0.3
Havmiimn . ... .. .. . s H .3 2 0.1 a.1
Cdver - ... 1 o.u — — Q.0

centage of white and of Negro ineceased sliphtly while that of Mexicans
deercased. Of the men received from conrt during the 5-year perind
19501954, 1.5 percenl were white, 19.2 percent were Nerro, and 17.0
percent were Mexiean, This is an iodicalion thet there had been some
pereenlage deerease in the white race and a glight inerease in both the
Mexican and Negro groups received during 1855 over Llhe previcns
& rFeurs.
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The racial distribmtion of women received [rom court is given in
Table 61. Approximately 64 percent of the women received in 1355
TABLE 8B

RACE
WOMEN PRISOWERS MEWLY RECEIYED FROM COURT
1954 and 1955

= I

1954 1855 1050

Ruce — ot 1454

Taymber Foreont MNumber Perppul parcant
Tualal ... M) inn.o 1T 1.0 b I}
Whike e e emmmmmmmmmee o 137 ok 8 114 Ad_d g
MrEbrun oo 22 4.6 15 ¥.5 .9
Mg e ar 2h.3 15 5.4 b
3 r.a 3 1.7 d.d
i1 I.3 ) 1.7 A
— — - —_ .3
Fifipion. - ... T — — — — -
Bamwaiail - o o o o o oo — — — - 01
Ober . — — — - -

were white and 25 percent were Negro, The Mexiean group comprized
# wory small pereent, 5.9, of those reveived in prizon. There are marked
changes in raee ratica of these admitted in 1950 as compared with
those reecived in 1934 when slightly less thun B0 pereent of those
reesived were white and a little less than 30 pereent were Negro.

PRIOR CRIMIMAL RECORD

The information oo the prioy eriminal reeord of rach person admitted
lo prizen iz based on Calilornia Burean of Criminal Tdentifiation and
Investigation reports, Federal Borean of Investization reports, proba-
tion officers’ suimnaries, and staff intervicws with ezch individual.
For the purposes of this report the types of prior rommilments have
heen clagsified inlo three principal groups: first, those whoe had served
ne prior lime in any eorreetional instilution ; second, thoss who bad
served sentences in a correctional institution of o type less than prison,
ie., jail, local cainp, or juvenile institniions before their present commit-
ment to prigon; and third, those who had served onc or more prior
senfenees in a prison.

In Table TA it can be seen that 18 pereent of Lhe men newly reeeived
fruom eonrt during 1955 had never served 2 sentence in a eorreetional
mstitution prior to this admission. Blightly under 50 pereent had
served at least jail or juvenile sevilences, Another 35 pereent of the
men had served privon terms prior 1o this commitiment,

When 19535 data are eompared with the 5-year perfod 1950-1954 the
pereentage distribution of the type of prior commitments has not shown
much ehange. During 1950-1954, 33.6 percent of the men receivid
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TABLE TA

PRICE CRiMIMAL RECORD
MALE PRISONERS MEWLY RECEIYED FROM COLRT
1254 and 1955

1954 1153 1950
Type af prior cueownitmaot : et 1054
Murohor | Fercont | Numlwr | I’nrcent reroent,

Tt .o I EXE ] 1000 FX 14 10,40 100.0
Mo pHor pomenitmend .o A20 16.5 515 17_E 178
Yoor jnil e juvendla cnly_______________ 14851 8.7 1,833 47.2 L.
Prior prison eombuilaomnk_ .. ., oL ____ 1,452 a5.R 1,212 25,0 35,6
L0 T U, . Hil 16.1 L1 18.7 .4
Two PEMGD oo a4 a.8 278 2.0 E.B
Thiree - more prEv . ., . eas oo oo oo 18 79 R48 5.3 T.4

had had prior prison commitments and 35.0 perecnt of ithe men arriv.
ing in 1955 algo had served prior prison commitments. Likewise, during
T950.1004, 46.5 pereent of the mep committed from eourt had served
sentences of a misdemeancy type and 472 pereent of the men received
i 1955 were so elassified.

The prior ectumitment vecord of the women differs greatly from
that of the men 35 scen in Table TB. Approximately 42 percent of all
women recelved in priscn duriog 1955 had served no prior sentenees
The women show a far lesser degree of recidivism than do the men,

TABLE 7B

PRIOR CRIMIMNAL RECORD
WOMEN PRISOMERS NEWLY RECEIVED FROM COURT
1954 and 1955

15 1855 1usi.
Trpe of prier comToitnens 1554
Kumber | Percont | Nuwhber | Percent | Peoeect

Total. ... R azg 00,0 7T 1000 1040

Mo prinr commitwoent- .. ._.. . B 41.1 k3 42,3 42.1
Prior jail or Juvetale ouly e 1N 480 H2 48.3 LB
5 10,4 0 11.4 1.8

18 7.0 17 g B ’.7

T .1 1 4 z.5

2 0.3 2 1.2 0.7

as only ten ip twolve perceni of those ecommitted had served prison
terms previously. The pattern of slightly more than 40 pereent having
no prior history and a 1iftle less than twelve porcent havingr served
prison terms has been about the same during 1955 and for the previons
8 years, 1951554,
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TIME ‘N STATE BEFORE OFFEMSE

The guestion i frequently asked ‘‘IMave the people who are sent to
prisen been in California very long?™' 1n Tables 8A and 8B, the length
of time in California before epmmitment s given for the number of
persons recelved from courl fn 1954 and 149575, The ¢ummlative pereent-
age distribution is shown also, so that for any paint of time the per-
cenlage of persons who had been in Califorois less than that time ecan
be determined.

OFf the male prisoners newly reccived from couwrt about 60 pereent
had been in California ten or more years before the present felony
eonvietion, while o»)¥ cleven perpenl had been 1 this state less than
one year, Table BA. A comparizon of 1005 statisties with the 1950-1954

TABLE BA

TIME [N CALIFORNIA BEFORE OFFERSE
MALE PRISOMERS MEWLY RECEIVED FROM COURT
1954 and 1955

1934 1365 18501854
Timm ity Blste belore
olensa Cumuoe Cura- a Cumu-
Nu- | Per | dstipe | Fome | Per | e | PE ) o
P al peTeent r ceul — Lonk percank
Total o .ueceeeoo|  AANE M0 — a.451 10,0 —_ . ¢ —
Less than O montha . .. balii) .2 7.2 240 7.1 7.1 v.8 7B
E-1) momcha ... 144 5T 14,49 134 4.9 1n.n d.k 11.7
jLin 4.2 15.1 120 3.4 14,0 4.5 18.2
134 H 18.4 114 1.4 18,0 a.5 1.7
223 3.5 4 1) pra by a.0 E4.M 5B 25.10
533 i3.3 w2 437 2.8 35.8 15 4 41,2
2,510 G2.7 Lalp. F 2105 83.4 100, 4 B8-8 1D0.n
TABLE BB
TIME IN CALIFORMIA BEFORE COFFEMNSE
WOMEN PRISOMERS WEWLY RECEIVED FROM COURT
1954 ard 1955
- 1 _
15 1933 18501854
Time in $lube befors [ - T |

offerse Nuwee | Por- {EE:_:' Fum- | Per- cl;":m" Puc- l!]]u:_nu—
ber et hrr reot b ceot e
TRecenk porerot pere=pl
Totad . _____ 22w O, — 157 100.0 — 0.0 —
Ly than # mgmeba, R a.5 55 12 5.5 .4 iRy A.9
a-L] monthe .. ______. 2 LN 4,4 2 [ T4 1.1 5.8
B a.5 T.B ] 4.5 12_4 35 .3
1] 4.4 1.5 a 2.8 15.2 5.5 1a.0
& 2.2 1.0 12 B.& w0 4.2 17.2
B0 wapm. ., . 20 127 6.7 19 0.8 EER | .1 3.3
1M o¢ moore y=ury 168 3.2 100,10 114 BT.2 1.0 BT 1M
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data indieate that a elightly greater percontage of the men eommitted
m 1955 had been in Califormia longer than those committed during
the S-year period. All but about eleven percent of the men committed
had been in Oalifornia more than one year and conld have been legal
residents of this state.

Of the women comnmitted to prison during 1955, almost 70 peoreent
had becn in California I0 or more years and abont eight percent had
been here legs than one Fear, Table 81, These prreentages are somewhat
similar to those for the H-yvear period 1950-1954 during which &4 per-
cent had heen in Californiz 10 vears or over and ahout & perecnt less
than one year.

EDUCATIONAL ACHIEVEMENT
Educational achievement tests are administersd to almozt all men
received in the reeeption-guidanee centers. The grade ratings reeeived
by those tested are given in Table 9. Approximately 294 pereent of
TAGLE ¥

EDUCATIONAL ACHIEVEMENT
MALE PRISOMERS MEWLY RECEIVED FROM COURT

1954 and 1955

1854 1855 1850

Orade aclieremend seomea® — 1004
Number | Percant | Nuwober | Pereeng | PECCE0E
Total measaeed - ... .___ A.7R2 100 3272 10d.0 1000
20 5F 211 5.5 F:
Rl 2.2 L1 1.8 1.8
Foix] T 1% 8.0 il
431 11.5 agz 11.7 10.8
AR 13.0 403 15-2 13,2
531 141 +H] 15.0 [4.00
517 1558 4Tt 13.4 4.5
a 15,1 12h 13.0 14.7
56 1R 471 14.4 15.2
88 26 M 2.0 2.2
Tth 7th Tth

* {rada placement acort tedied gl pdoizsion,

those men who were reeeived from epurt 1o 1955 and fesied, rated Sth
grade or higher, most of which were at high school level. About 6.5
percent tested below drd grade and were considered illiterate. Of the
men admitted during 1950-1954 who were tested, 32,2 pereent measured
at high sehool leve! or above, and 7.6 pereent were illiterats,

MILITARY RECORD

The military serviee record for the men vewly received from court is
presented in Table 10. During the past few years approximately one
kalf of the men reecived have never boen in the serwiec, The kind of
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discharge Toecived by those men who had been in serviee has been
recorded n Table 10 alse. The majority, 61 percent, of the males
admitted in 1957 had reccived dishonorable or less than homorable
refeagen, These are alightly different percentapes than the distributiom
of the felons received [rom court in 1950-1954 during which time abont
544 percent had been honorably discharged and 34.7 pereent were
clagsified with dizscharges of dishonorable or less than honorable.

TARLE 10

MILITARY RECORD
MALE FRIFOMERS MEWLY RECEIVED FROM COURT
1954 and 1955

T 1956

1950

Hihtﬂ.rj’rl:t‘wd 1954

Musber { Percent | Huwdber | Farceng | PEOOont
Tobal oo 4 H13 10,0 341 100, 0 1000
Homsmdsamrd. o ool L. Looe-- 2,006 5.1 1,7 0.0 40 4
Bevirereennd oo aaoon 1,005 49.0 1,703 d. 1 51
Barvice recurd with type of dischargo______ 1,096 JLE R 1,704 100.m 1000
Momewahbr ... oo ool 11587 LW 188 af. 8 .4
Bt 4.7 B ) 5.2
L1y %509 B 0.3 a5.5
148 ¥.5 L T2 a.z
Nat digrharped when admitesd . oL TR 3.9 =] 5T 4.4

RELATIONSHIP OF OFFENSE TO SELECTED FACTORS

In thiz geetion of the report 1he relationsghip of general offense proups
to each of § other facturs, namely, age at admizsion, raee, prier eriminal
record, edueational achievement seore, 2o pareotic addietion iz pre-
senfed. Definite palierns between eertuin charzeloristiegs such as ofense
and are, and particularly between offense and prior record may be
observed. These data are presented for the men reccived during 18955
anly.

OFFEMSE AND AGE AT ADMISSION

The offense groups for which the younger men were commilted to
prison during 1955 were tape, auto theft, and robbery, with the median
ages of lhese proups being 26.4, 86.7, and 26.9 years resprebively, Tahle
11. These median apes woere 2.0-3.5 Fears younger than the median age
at admission for all men received during 1955, 29.% vears. The older
criminals were committed for lewd mets with children, other sex
wifenzes, homicide, and assanlt, as shown by the median ages which
were 416, 845, 444, and 341 years, respectively.

The proportion of those received who were under 256 vears of age is
givea by offenze groups in Table 11 and portrayed in Chart 11,
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QFFENSE AND RACE

There are some marked differences among the racial groups and the
offense for which committed ; note Table 12, Almost 37 pereent of all
persons committed for forgery and checks were clamsified as white,
whils the percentage of white to total received was 593 pereent. The
white group was rclatively high also in those committed for first Jegres
murder and for grand theff 75 percent and 72 pereent rospeetively.

TABLE 12

QOFFENSE AND RACE
MALE PRISOHERS HEWLY EECEIVEL FRCHMA COURT
1955
Percant Mot Compibed YWhere Tota! Was Lass Than 30 Coses

Whitn Maxican Koo Qiher
(MEemom Total 7 T
Nom- | Per- | Num- [ Poar- | Nuin- | Pare | Bum- | Per-
T cant her epnt, bor conk T ount

Wekal | d.4BI 2,070 5.8 (11} 7. % [Fe] 20.2 LIS 2.6

Hrmmieida o ______.___ 4l 53 LR 7T 0.8 42 il 14 2.7
Blucder Iab___ 45 b [ T5.0 — — 7 1+.8 L3 104
Munder 2od __ i3 26 46.5 & 8.0 21 ar.5 4 Tl
Manglpughter fid] Fa | 48 0 n |mq 13 . 5 10.a
bImnatpughter by webicle T 1] —_ 1 — 1 — - —_

&13 B2 8I.T Tl 1.5 155 5.0 It 1.8
406 e .7 40 o.R ¥l a6 4 1.0
irr ™ JL or) 141 a8 31.4 ) 3.4

33 M| S58.R i} 17.7 ki 20,06 1 |

Awnoale o ___ I3z a3 8, a4 5.8 56 iz 4 3 4.8
Aeult  with daa.dly

wRApOE ... 119 M) 284 al 28.0 ndl 4.7 F 1.T

Ibrr. o - 1% ir) —_ 5 — 4 — ] —

I T Bdfe ELE] aL.0a 00 15.5 1a6 FIR 1 Z.5
Burginry Tat ... 73 ar | ST | o W 0.4 F) F
Burglury Zod._________| 5ST ady | Gri Td 14.2 1y | 2.0 14 .5
Onber . 13 o - 2 — 4 — — —_

Theft exenpt anbe . __ .. 4% jLrr) [FF 23 10.3 ) 2.5 1.2
Cirand blall___________ 184 114 | ¥2.0 15 7.8 al 134 L2
Pelty thoft with prior._ ] 2R | 464 7 1.7 24 .0 1 1.7
Faomeiving staben prop-

O] 18 1 — 5 - 2 - — —
Awto thedt 140 w1 iU 20 13.7 i} I5.T ] 1.4
Furyery sied checks_ _____ B4f g} 8.8 - 4.0 45 7.0 14 2.2
$Bex of o - M0 151 | az.n ] omLe BB 5.0 @ 1.3

Hape . ________. L) 4 e e | 5.0} 18 18.8% - —
Lavord acta wish childran_ o] B5 B, 1 18 18.2 L} 1.8 4 &1
Ogher, . o 5 e Ed. 3 16.0 ] 18.0 i 2.0

Harcobdes_ .. ______ 500 113 | .58 35 | 4¥.2 130 | me.n 21 1.2

Eacnpe, oo caea .. kel 2G| uwe.7 B 2.1 2 5.1 5.1

Hakdtusl orininal L1 2 — 1 — k| — — —_—

Tiher offenses, L, ..._ B b7 AT.1 2 4.1 14 155 H4 2.8
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The Mexican group, which comprized 17.4 percent of all males re-
celved during 1955, made up 47 pereent of all men committed for nar-
aoties. This racial group alse bhad a high proportion commitied for
asszult, 25.8 pereent, and a low proporiion eommitted for forgery and
shecks, 4.0 pereent. No one of Lhis racial classification was received in
prison during 1955 eonvicted of first degree murder.

A etill different pattern is evidenced when the offense groups are
sindied for the proportion of enmmitments who were of the Negro race.
The Negro gronp, which wag 2002 percent of the total men received in
1955, compriged 424 percent of those committed to prison for aszault,
about 26 percent of these eommitted for hemicide and for narcoties,
and 25 pereent of those received for robbery. The Negre group was
very low in proportion for those eommitied for esenpe and ales for
forgery and checks, ic., 5.1 pereent and 7.0 percent,

OFFENSE AND PRIOR CRIMINAL RECORD

Of all the men newly received from court during 1955, less than I8
pereent had no prier eommitment records, see Table 13, The percentape
varics eongiderably when the offense groups are considered. Of those
eommitted for homieide offenses D4 perecnt had ne pricr commitment
record, OF those committed for sex offenses 44 percent had never served

TABLE T3

OFFEMSE AND PRIOR CRIMINAL RECORD
MALE PRISOMERS MEWLY REECEIVED FROM COURT

1955
Tyr& of prioe romuoitowent
. Irrur jail . Two oF bioed
Difencan Tuotal Mo priur or juremile Ong prison prison
Wnm- Pers | Mube Per- | Moo~ | Per- | Mum- | Per-
bec vent b rent Ler cint ber rent
Towal _ . R - 1Y 815 17 B 1,433 47 .2 847 18.7 B 8.3
Tirmicide . _____.__ 151 E) LE 1] 41 .5 a4 1.4 a 8.4
Ttorbrbery o oL atw 121 a3z 3o 44,3 m 17w va 118
Aggyuld . ... 13 a4 25 B 5 49,2 18 14,4 14 0.8
Buarglaey_ ... ..o ity | 4.4 £ b a5 124 20.0 143 221
Thefe exrept suto o _ 240 H 14.0 ot 276 2] 21.1 b .3
Antotheft _________ . 1k g 5.5 | bk 32| 210 | MN.i
Forgery snl chreden (2571 L] I1. 8 234 LHR] 144 221 112 2 U
Gex offenees________. ... 240 | dd.2 Br [ 30.2 A3 1%.4 14 5.&
Rarm ... ..o Y] fiy | 4.9 29 40.A 1% 14.7 4 4.2
Larwsd meta witds elildran 4 LK 45,4 Ak 314 13 14.8 B E.5
Other ___________._. 51 24 4B.0 14 864 L] 120 2 4,0
Marentim - _________ oy B5 13,4 Ana B0 6 B2 4.4 & 0,4d
X a4 - — i [ L] .z 'l At
Hakakual crimina, ... . L} — — - — — —_— 3 —
Othoar offcnaes . __ .1 20 225 a6 L ¥ ] 1K .2 11 124
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a sentenee proviously and for assanlt about 26 percent wers hon.
recidivists, However, of the men received for auto ihelt and for bhur-
glary only 5.5 and B4 percents respectively had not served prior
gentences before this eommitment.

Of those admitted to prison in 1955 who had served prior jail or
Juvenile sentences, persons charped with escape, narcotles, auto thefts,
burglary, roblery, and asssulf had proportionatels grealor numbers in
this group than the 472 percent of all males admilted, Conversely,
these who had served previous mimlemeanor type senfences made up
only 255 percent of the men charged with homicide, and 36.2 percent
of the sex offendars.

Almost 50 pervecnt of those committed for theft emeept auto had
gerved prior prizon terms, Other offcnses with high proportions of men
having served prisen terms previously were forgory and checks, 44.3
pereent; auto theft, 424 pereent; and burglary, 421 pereent.

CFFENSE AND EDUCATIONAL ACHIEVEMENT

As maF have been expecled, the relalionship belween offense and
education indicates lhat those gowmitted for forgery and checks had
a higher educational level lhan those veceived in prisen for assault,
nareoticy, se® offenses and homicide. Af least 10 pereent or more of
those committed for these last fonr offenses meascred illiterate, ses
Table 14. In each offense gronp shown, excepl forgery and other sex

TABLE 14

OFFENSE AND EDUCATIONAL ACHIEVEMENT
MALE PRISONERS NEWLY RECEIVED FROM COURT

1955
Croaele poldeyomenl seore
Offanc Tuital Tlisersto Cradn 3-8 Grrade §-11 & w;cf' el
teated
Wuin- | Per- | Kww- | Fer- | Momo- | Per- | Huwe | Per
Lar cant ber eant tar camE bar cant
Total .. -- .| 4,272 *11 .4 | 2048 | 04,1 foy | av.4 i .0
Hommimide . ____ 137 14 .2 o 5.7 a0 210 A T2
Hobbery ______________ {1} 23 4.7 80 4.5 185 30.8 k) 1.2
Aadé oo 5 1% 15.7 Bl | Tt 15 13.0 1 0.8
Ruorglary. o __ e 42 fif [ b L 15 Zd.d 14 .2
Thelt exveph suba. .. ___ =N 15 g5 144 g BT 240 3 2.2
Autoheft .o 1 ! 2.8 L xl b ] L] 2.6
Forgery nnd clevks_ _____ G4 a 1.3 Adl -0 b 42 0y 2% 3T
Sez oflonees__ _____..__-. 213 ¥ 1.3 143 8.1 43 .2 3 1.1
LT Hi T B.1 B2 TR 15 7.4 ! E.2
Lewd acts with childien_ g2 1E I4.4 a7 A9 5 1z 4.6 2 2.5
Oiber_ ... oo, 41 4 B4 25 J3.% 16 4506 —_ —
Mrrobiem .o a2 G2 T1.13 i | 7L.G T8 18.6 k| n.a
e 22 a T4 24 Tanm 3 158 —_ —
Hnbitual cHbwlnel o ___ a5 1 — 2 — 2 — — —_
Crther offanaen_. . .. aooo. E2 % +.0 4 [ Gi LB Fra - 2 &4
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offenses, over 60 percent of the men tested zehieved grade placement
seores in the thimd-eighth grades group. Those eommitted for forgery
and cheeks and for olther sex offenses had over 45 pereent and 36 per-
cent, respectively, measuring axs of high sehool grade level or above.

OFFEMSE AND MARCOTIC ADDICTION

Htalistical data indicating the nareotie history of persons admitted
to prison are being releassd for the fiest time by this bureau in Table
15, Aa used in this yveport, nareotic addiets were defined as those men

TARLE 15

OFFENSE AND NARCOTIC ADDICTION
MALE PRISOMERS NEWLY RECEIVED FROM COURT

1955
arendin by

Offcnes Toksl Pereent

Trkn Lo Marcotic narentic

T oarcokics addicticn rrclnling

wuk T
Total. .. . A,4BI &3 Z.BaT ast 18,2
Humdeide ool 161 L] 156 2 1.3
ERulbery___.. ... i1 ] 5 =1 a3 B.A
Mappualt  _____ 12 1 128 2 1.5
Mucglucy . 2% 7 557 51 12.7
Thelt azenpt auta o = 10 33 4.4
Atn theft L 145 — 13B 3 3.5
Foruery sbnl checks . . . ___ 0 1 ;12 i | I |
Beg aflenscs . o _______ b2l 3 ) 3 5
Harentice . _.____.... L] b3 149 g L0 -]
Eaennr oo oo . .- 1 — A 3 7.7
Hubieoal ceieinal . oo ___. L 1 [ —_ Q.0
Crthar affrnecs oo _. R 3 B2 — 0.0

who, in the opimton of the receptien-guidance center elinivians, had
in recent years usged heroin or its derlvalive Lo the extent that with-
drawal symptoms wers experieneed npon termination of dosage,

{1 the 3461 men received during 1455, the nareotic history was not
Enown for 53 men, Of those for whick it was known, 16.2 pereent were
classifim] as narcoiie addietz. The pereemtage with addition differs
widely when sindied by offense groups, Those eommuitted for nateotie
violalions had the highest perventape of addicts, 69.5 percent. The two
offenize groups with the nexl hiphest proportion of narectic addicts
were theft excepl auto, 146 percent, and burglary 12.7 pereent. There
whs vory little addiclion reperted amoeny those eommitted for homieide,
assandt, or sex offenses. Tn Chart LV, the percentage of men elagsificd
as nareotie mbidicts in each offense group with more than 150 men is
shown pictorially.
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NARCOTIC ADDICTS IN OFFENSE GROUPS
Male Prisoners Newly Received From Court
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PRISONERS RELEASED

A peraca sentenced to prison in California reseives either an nde.
terminate sentence or 4 definite term of life or death, depending on
the erime for which convieted, Under the indeterminate sentence law,
the maximum und the minimum periods of confinement are speeified for
each wfense but special limitations argravate the minimum term when
aunseentive senlences are imposed by the rourd for more than one felony
eonviction, when possession of 4 deadly weapon at the time of the
oifenge or arrest is preven, and when a prior felony conviction is pled
and provenl, Within the statutory limitations and after studying and
micrviewing ihe persen concerned the Adalt Aunthority for the male
felong and the lvard of Trustees of the California Institution for
Women deierming the lengih of sentence for cach individusl xcept the
mandzaioey life or death cases, indicate the tvpe of releasc as either
parole or distharge from prison, and set the parole date for =ach peracn
pranted parele,

Bince the laws are designed so that almost all persons received in
prisen will be released to the communily eventually, it ix necessary for
cach hoard tw determine the length of time an inmate must remaln in
the correctional program of training and treatment for his own gond
and for the protection of society. These authorities desire to keesp &
person in prison no lonper than hecessary in order to avoid the ceo-
aomic and social loss to the individual, his family, and the eommunity,

Tu determinmg the lensth of slay for each individual the {we sen-
teneing and parole boards eonsider the natore of offense, the hehavior
pattern of the inmate before and during imprissmment, and the indi-
vidual cage summary whick inelodes secial, psyohintrie, medieal, par-
sonalily, work and adjusiment Teeords. For one released after reiurn
from parole, the boards’ delermintions are bused on the original offense
aond the reasons for retnen, In this and felluwing acetions, time served
Is presenled separately for those firat released and for those re-released.
The analyses of those ro-released are elassified further by lheose Te-
tnrned for a techmical parole violalion and by those returned with a
new felony commitment.

METHOD OF RELEASE

The releage information on adnll male felons first presented in Talle
2 kas been further developed in Table 16, Gf all men released during
1953, 76 prereent were paroled and 23 pereent were discharged. The
uther one percent died or were cxeented. This was a sliphtly different
pattern Drom the melhod of release during 1954, when 79 pereent were
paroled and 19 pereenl were released al expiralion of seolenves and
less than two pereenl were execnted or died, The pereentage differences
nuted belween releases by parole and by expivation of senlences indicate
that the 1455 distribution was more similar to that of the J-year period
1950-1954, The perecntage distributions in method of release for those
who wore relensed for the first time duringr 1955 are very similar also

[ 43]
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TABLE 1&

METHOD OF RELEASE
MALE PRISOMERS RELEASED FROM PRISOM
1954 and 1955

1034 1953 st

Method of relemne | - . 1054
Mumherr 1 Perveul MNunher Tervect Iereet
Tetal .. 4,120 111,10 4+ Hi5 10043 10,0
Farole_ ______ .. ... £,272 ™. i S48 a1 T4
Expiration of embencs.. . ______________ TG 1%.3 1,018 k.4 I By
L wr ememytiomo_ ... - T 1.R 11 1.1 1.7
Firwt, redomo8_ ... __. 2310 10041 3512 B, 10,0
2E74 BB E 20Th LT .7
T 1.5 1nl 14,4 131
B T.¥ <k 1.t 1.7
a10 - e - _
323 JLL AT 4ik2 0.0 bILIN L
.- 25 T 203 FER w5
Expiration of soutenee _____________ G 9.2 bR 244 18,0
Dleath or exceution. ... _______ 0 3.1 ] o2 2.5
Alter roturmn without oew comntuiboent 247 10060 5E1 1004 1000
Parede .. __ 147 4.2 14% E5.A anl
Erpiration of mentones_______.  _____ 441 Gy _E 4327 T35 ET. %
Death or execution. . ___________. | L 1.0 & 0.4 1.0

to the 1850-13%4 desipn and, in reality, because of the large number of
persons involved, defermine the pattern of the total distribution,

Diflferences in release methods are noticeable between those who were
re-released after relurn for parole violation with a new commitment
and those relurned without a new commitment. OF ihe men relegsed
during 1955, aficr relurn from parcle with new commitnrents, T4 per-
cent were reparoled apd 24 pereent were discharged directly from
prison while of those men returned to prison for parole viclation with-
ont new eommitments and re-released in 1955, the sifoation was Just the
opposite, 26 percent were paroled and almost T4 poreent were dis-
charged at expiration of sentenec,

Of the men released after return for parole violalion the pattern
of those released during 1951 more closely followed the percentage
distribution of those released during the 5 years 1350.1954 than did
the distribution of those released duriog 1955

PARCLE

In presenting data on the amouvot of time served before a prisuner
is parcled it is necessary to distinguish between those paroled for the
first time and those who are reparoled. OFf the latter proup a further
distinetion must be made between those reparoied after having been
returned to prison on a technical vielation and those who are reparoled
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alter having Been returned to prison om 2 tew commitment. First pa-
roles represent the general frend of time served for the original offense,
From sech data general patterns of time served relatingr to offense and
recidivisin ean be determined. A person returoed to prisen on a tech-
nieal violalivn may or may net have his term refixed to 4 greater length
of time brrause of the violation, The amount of time he serves before
reparole may be influenced by both the orizinal offcnse and the viola-
rion, A person who is reparoled afier haviog been returned as a violator
on A new felony offense will serve a period of time including a ferm
Loy the new offense plus Forther time served on the original offcnse as
thiz original term may be resel to a grealer lenglh besause of the
vielation.

First Parole

Almest 3,000 men were released to parele during 1955 for the first
{ime on the present eommitinent. The time served in prigon by these
men, Lhose released durine 1354, and the H-vear period 1950-1454 are
ghown in Table 17A for the offense gronps in whieh there were more

TABLE 17 A
QOFFENSE AND TIME SERVED IN PRISON
MALE PRISOMERS FARDILED FOE THE FIRST TIME
1954 and 1943
Qnly Offonse Grovps 'With More Thop 25 Cetes Are Shown

1% 1955 ISk 1054
Tiroe serred in Time: aerved in Tiows served in
mankhae [ [T A P monbha
Beleuiel ofonaes S !
b [FIEY ’I Mum-
bar Fongr ofy  her Fnagee wof Eange of
Meding | midddke Medino | widdle | Median | middls
B BT, BO%L
All clfaneea_ . . . 2,574 otk 15— 2470 ) LE 5% n 1555
Murder st [ iz 128 Pk a0 158 M2-1m1| 147 B
Mueder 24 ... __.__ oy A0 5 42-106 ad BI. & Mi-dh it 42100}
Manalsugilile ... 439 38 IE-52 44 33 4 51 =L 21-43
Robbory Inb. .. ____ B 4z 72 a2 Hi il ] i) Pl
Robhbery 2d__ .. ___ 173 a0 K7 161 T 18-45 30 L& 43
Aeonlt wish densly
WERTHIT R H a0 LT 49 AR 0 1848 30 1548
Busglaryr 1pt . ceeem L] o5 Pl w i 24-80 5 P ]
Burgary 2d  cceeoooo-|  BIT| 27 £7-43 . 17-a2 | 27 1843
Gruod thefl axopt nntn 139 ar 1542 136 3 15-59 23.5 I
Anto thelt | oo ___ 130 5.0 15-34 127 L 1546 24 15-an
Forgery st cherka LY 21 I4—36 a3l 4 15313 2% 1539
L3 2 I 72 i) 1573 El k" Il a7 L} T§-4
Lewd mobs with children__ s} 15 AH-Hg 12 Gb.& | dl-¥ L1 -5
Marcodiea_ ... .- ] 27 48 i | .y I5—43 12 L ]
Earape from juil o ____ A 13 1208 30 24 12-a8 18 12-31
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than 25 men. The median time served by 21 men releassd on first parole
was 30 months, the same for the three periods just meotioned. The
range of the time served by the middle BN pereent of the men was
shightly lewer for those released in 1954 as compared with 1955 and
the five yrear group. The 8 perrent range in 1954 was 13-4 months
and that in 18535 and the five year group was 18-55 months,

An examinalivn of the time served by seleoled ofense grovps shows
very Mttle change between 2000 and the five previous years exeopt fop
the oifenges of lewd acls with ehitdren, wmrder firsh, and cscape from
j&il. The medizn time served by those who had been convictad of lewd
acts with children aond were relessed In 1955 was 565 months, 104
months longer than the median of 45 months secved by these released
during 10501354, The range of the time served by the middle 80 per.
cent in this offense gronp alae refleeted wome of this inercase in thme,
being 30-86 monihs for those released in 1950-1954 and 31-56 monihs
for those 1 1955,

For those men whe had been imoprizoned for first Jegree wmurder ihe
median ime served decreased from 147 months before fivat parole dor-
ingz 1950-19531 to 138 months for these released during 1953, The ranpe
of {he middle 80 percent of the eases in this ealegory was 102 months at
the lower limits for both series of vears and was 204 at the npper limit
for the T950-1954 vears and 181 for the first parolees during 1935,

Men paroled for the first time during 1#5% who had been convicted
of eseape from Jail served 24 months wedian ime in prison before
pireh release while thoge plaeed on fizst parole during 19502554 had
served 18 monthz, Other than cseape from jail, those eonvicted of
thefts and forgery secved lesser time in prison before first parcle than
those convieted of olher offcnses,

The median time served by the women released to parcele for the
first time during 1955, Table 1TR, was 24 months, one month longer
than the time served by those released in 1954, snd one monlh shorter

TAELE 178

QFFENSE AND TIME SERYED 1N PRISON
WOMEM FRISONERS PARCLED FOR THE FIRST TIME
1954 and 1955
Cinly Cfferis Graops With More Than 25 Ceses in 1955 Are Shown

1954 1655 10506 bist
Timn pecvecd o Tire aaryed in Time serred io
rennthy mrmoha et by
Belecled vAenscs .. N .
Mim- Bosim-
Iner Rangs uj ber Fehmpe ul Tnnge of
Median | middlg Medivo | middle | Medan | middla
B0 B B0
Al offoruws . 148 23 177318 1ar 4 18-4R b1 ) 1757
Forgery and checks _____| 49 2+ 17-23 ] 3.5 | 19-36 25 17T 33
Marvutioa., ..o oF -] 18 .26 ETY] G (1.0 W it ] 10245
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than the median time served by those first parcled during 1350-1951,
There were aoly two ofense proups, forgery and checks and narestics
in which more than 25 women were paroled i 1950 and, therefore, were
the only scleeted proups for which thne served measures were eom-
puled. In both of these offense classifications the time inereased one.
hell a month for thosc released in 1958 as eompared with those first
parcled in 1954, The women forgers and check wroiters who were ro-
Jeased doring 19501854 served 23 months median time before parole,
glightly longer ihan that of those placed under parole supervision dar-
g 19585, The range of the middle 80 percent of women forgers and
vheck wrilers was lower {17-34 months) for the 1950-1954 period than
the range of 19-3F months for those paroled for the frst lime during
1555.

Reparole

The men who had been relurned to prison for parole wielation wilh
A new eommitment served a median time of 45 months betore reparele
inn 1935, three months longer than the median time served by those ro
released during 1050-1954, Table 18, The wedian time served before

TAME 18

STATUS AT RETURM FROM PAROLE AND TIME SERVED IN
PRISON BEFORE REFARCLE
MALE PRISOMERS REPARCLED
1954 and 1955

1954 1934 1t5d-1054
Tina garved in Tirar rerved in Tioee perved in
Huntia ab retuen brow Tagmehag o Llus ot ha
parole Mo '—--— = - -] Kwm
e bier
Yangr: af Eutige ul Fangr of
P Mredinu | oudulle Median | middla | Median | midile
i B 5T B0
e _
Tatul .o e — — a8t | — - = —
1
With new commitment...| 251 . 44 a2l oes | 4a s0-73 | 4 20 71
Withaut oew canauou Lauens 47 . 20 13 | 144 17 E-54 13 T4

reparcle in 1935 hy the men returned for parcle violations of a techni-
cal mature was 17 menths, voly one month more than the 16 month
median lime served by these reparoled during 19501954, Tt is noticeable
Lhat parole vislators returned with @4 new commitment served on an
average at least vne vear longer in prison betore reparole than thome
men paroled for the firsl Lime. Men who had been returoed for teehnical
reasond served a median time afler relurn about one year less than the
first parolees.
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DISCHARGE FROM PRISON AT EXPIRATION OF SENTENCE

SBlightly more lban 1,000 men were released from prison during
1955 at expiration of sentenee. Abont one-half of there were releascd
for the firzst time and of the other oneqalt relrased, four-filths were
men who had been returned for parole vielation witheut & new commit-
mendt and one-fifth were men retorned from parole with 2 new con-
viction.

Men who served Lheir entire sentences in prison without having
been paroled spent a medizo lme of 3 months before disebares in
1955, which was 6 moenths longer than those so released during 1950-
1054, Tahle 19. By inspecting the selected offense groups, it can be

TABLE 14

QFFENSE AND THAE SERVED 1IN PRISON

MALE PRISOMERS FIRST RELEASED FROM PRISOM BY DISCHARGE
AT EXPIRATION OF SENTEMCE

1954 and 1955

Cinly Offensa Grovps With Mere Than 25 Cases in 1955 Are Shown
Hedian and Range Shown Only for 25 or Mora Cawa

1934 j1:50 1051954
Tima arrved in Tiewds wurved io Time srreed i
wooiha : bR LA ot he
Belorted offcngrs I . ——
KNum- Nuw-
Laer Hange of]  har Fuoge if Rnogr of
Blelian | wuiddie Medipn | apdddly | Medisn | amidedle
BOEE RO BOSa
Al cHeomen ___ . __ 374 a4 jRE] 1B1I Ay 15 () b1 12-47
Buorglaryr 9d . o _________ ¥ r 180 i EL 13— ] 13-57
Gl tl=fd exeept notn 28 26,5 1430 11 a8 13-£0 4 14-40
At Whel it 253 15 44 ab i | 1314 24 15-42
Eetly theft with prioe. 43 1| 12-3f L 18 1336 24 L2—14
Forgery and eheckn | G a1 1844 110k ad 1B-54 a4 13 44
miacollea. .. 13} —_ - kD b-1c] 1218 26 12-4%
e Bromy jawl-_ oo ___ o 12 1214 22 - —_ 13 1227
! R B

seenn thal this inercage in median lime served occurred inoprand thett
excepl anto, narcoties, aod forgery and ehecks. The range of the time
served by the middle BY pereent of men digcharged also relected the
[unger stay in prison. This range for all roen first released in 14650 was
15360 months while for those discharzed ln 19503954 it was 1857
months, The nareotie offense group, whick had s 10 month longer
median time served, showed the same middle B0 percent range, 12-48
monihe, for 1955 as for 1950-1454, while grand theft exeept auto and
forgery and checls indieated 4 longer stiy fn prison for both (he mwdian
and the selected range.

Those convicted of pelty theft with & prior served a shorter median
time, 18 months, before first release by discharge in 1355 ihan ithose
in the same offenac group who served a mediae of 25 months time
before auch a release during 1950-1954. In this offengs the range of the
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wmiddle 8 pereent was the zame in these Lwo periods of comparison, i.e.,
1236 months,

Men whe were discharged {rom prison at expiration of seotence in
1345 alier having been roturned {for perole vielativn with new commit-
ments werved a median time of 48 montha before re-release Tablo 20.

TABLE 20
STATUS AT RETURN AMD TIME SERVED IN PRISCN

MALE PRISOMNERS RERELEASED FROM PRISOM BY DISCHARGE
AT EXPIRATIOM CF SEMTEMCE

1954 and 1955

; 1084 1055 1H50-110
Tirer armecd in Tire gerved io ‘Thes served 1o
mantha Tagothe nemkhe
Btatun at ertimm . o _ R
M- Num-

bar Rnoge wf|  Dber Iimmye of Range of

Medise | wdddle Medivo | entddls | Medino | owoiddle

BOSH o L JLiLn
- .. ;

Tetal . a7 — — ha2h — — — —

With gew vummitment. B 4,5 a6 T2 18 EY] -T2 18 Tl

Without Dew cuwmituend| 235 ol 12 £ 19 1031 20 13-81

This was three months longer than the median of 45 months served by
thuse who had violated parele, beem relurned with new commitments
and had heen reparoled. Male felons who had been relucned for parole
violation without a new eommitinent served a median time of 1% months
hefore discharge from prison in 1955, The lenglh of time served in
prisun by men returned aftor parole violation and hefore discharpe has
been approximately the sare for the past siz years, when eonsidering
each statns at return separately.

DEATHS

Tharing 1455, 52 adull male felons, one Youth Authority ward, one
male recaleitrant tubereudar, and two women felons died in the Cali-
fornia privons. This total of 56 deaths was below the number of 69
deaths which eocurred duvinge 1954, For the 52 male frlons whose deaths
pecnrred during 1933, the mf'{ila.u time in prison befween last adminsion
and death was 36.5 months. and the middle &0 percent of the cased were
m prisen from 10 to 131 months.

EXECUTIONS

There wers 4 total of nine cxeetions during each of the last two years,
All nine wmales execated during 1954 had been eonvicted of first degree
iwurder, Bix of the cight men and the one woman whe received capital
punishment during 193% had been sentenccd for first desree murder,
Of the other Lwo wen exeented in 1953, oue had been convieted for
assanlt by life prisoner and the other for kidoapping, OFf the 18 exern-
ticns during the two years 16 were white, une Mexican and one Negro.




PAROLE POPULATION AND MOVEMENT

The Drvision of Adult Paroles which ia charged with the supervision
of male parolees @» administered by the Adult Anthority and the su-
pervision of women parolees Iy earricd on under the jurisdietion of
the Board of Trestees of the California Instilution for Women.

The population and the movement of male parolecs 15 presented for
1954 and 1955 in Table B1A. On December 21, 1955, there were 5,719
men serving the remainder of their Califormia terms on parole. Most

TABLE 214

MOVEMENT OF MALE PARDLE FOPULATION AND
PLACE OF SUPERYISION
1954 and 1955

1964 1835
Moremank Buparvised io | — Bup-ern.wd. in S
Tatal i Tutal or
Cali- Tither | custodr Cali- Othor | eusledy
Enrnis, | gtales foruin [ wintos

Fopulation, January 1___| 58328 4 408 ATR 043 G ITG 4 0473 ;b1 i

Trlal rmeeived vo parmole 1 G002 4,422 E 1 178 5,184 4,629 r 133

Paraled from prison ___ q.872 3,853 240 rm 1,419 3,0 213 172
Reinslated aftec s

Y T - 263 146 nh 2 g 217 1] 11

Ty teangfer___________ 1,477 L AGa hLirg 2 1,481 1474 BA ]
Toes] Temowsd froom ja-

mmbe . .o 4,451 33587 £ 144 4, fid1 Y] 3T 188

Discharped®_ _______.. 1,434 1,078 253 B3 1,77 1.am 253 130

Buspended___________] t402 1 106 1n 1,383 I8t Bl 7

IMed A3 4+ 1 — &y ar 16 —_

By truonfer ..., ... 1,477 1,351 ha 41 1,481 1,253 47 al

FPoapulation, Deooamber 31 174 4t 637 i 4,714 5,480 iLL a7l

Populstivo chuoge . . S48 535 -2 a4 54 BB -8 —5

|

* Incindes pardong Aind fommncalion, of Rk there wore frg o 1054 &0d 13 1o 1355,

of these, almost 5,500, or 80t percent, were in Californip while 655 men
were in other states. The additional 571 had been deported by the
United States Immipration and Natnralization Serviee or were in the
enatody of other prisons, but still serving their California sentences.
While California had (55 men on parole in states outside of California,
this etate was supcrvising about 700 men on parole for other atates.
Thiz interchange of supervision is aceomplished under the provisions
of the Interstate Clompaet. The parolees disenssed in this chapter are
only those who have Been released from California prisons.

[52]
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During 1%5% mate parole population inereased by 543 men over the
fisare of 8,176 at the close of 1954, see Table 21A. This ineresss was
approximately the same gg the 548 inereass in the parole population
in the previoms year. During 1965, 3,414 wmen were received on parole
from prizon and 284 were reinstated to parole snperviziou after sus
pension for violation. Of those men removed from parcle supervision
1,704 were dischargad, 1,389 wers suspended and 67 died. The number
of movements by transfer of 1,481 men is a fieure scconnling for the
intermovement from one of the fourteen supervising parole distriets
to another.

Annnal data relating to women parole population are presented for
1954 and 1955 in Table 21R. On December 31, 1955, the number of
women on parole from the California prison was 466 of which 407, or

TABLE 21E

MOYEMENT OF WOMEN FARCLE POPULATION AMND
PLACE ©OF SUPERVISION
1954 and 1955

M5t E GG
Movemant Bupervised fn Aupervised io
Tural ’ Tt
Tonlifaroin :l:::; L nlifuroEn :t::f:*

Poapulotioo, Jaouary 1. ____ M 342 M 43 T 51
Toml Tersived no morole . _____ ol 261 20 445 11 Ak
Taceled froe prson_ . 110 173 17 p=li) 218 2%
Hainstated sfuor suspension. - 1] ] 1 L] s 1
Ry tronefer_ . __________ 15 Et 2 14 ] T
Total remnoved from parols____ 35 214 a3 g 28T az
Timebwrged . ______ a5 a0 16 ER 3 15
Buspeacled . ______ 152 146 & 201 183 )
Dhied o ai...- + 4 — 1 4 —
Ty tTROA BT, | ec e cmm e 15 14 1 I 16 1
Fopulation, Tecamber 81____ . A0 aryl Bl 120 iy b
Fopalation rhange .. ____ 34 ar —i4 Hi b ]

1054 Binlutes o paroded to dapork or cmatedy durimg Die vear acd 19 aueh siabzs or Teeember 30, (BG4 1955
ﬂcmq;;sm paroksd to deport or pudtndy durlug ebe Fear, amt deenorgd and seno Bnosiec sbalue oo Deccmber
» 1N,

87 percent, were in Californiz and 53 were in other sbates or in deport
or eustody status. On this date the California parole officers also were
supervising 42 women on parcle in Califernia [rom other states. In
19255, the nmmber of women which were placed under the California
parole system was groater than during 1954, There were 200 California
prisomers placed on parcle in 1955, as compared with 190 in 15354, Also
in 195335, there were 59 women reatored to parele supervision after hav-
ing been sospended for wiolation as eomparcd with 66 during the
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previous year. More women were discharged from parole in 1855 than
in 1954, vamely, 88 during 1865 and 66 duringe 1934 Althongh there
were 201 women suspended from parole by violation during 1955, which
wax 49 more than the 152 suspended duriog 1554, thore was also a
relatively higher number of reinsiatements {99) after suspenston.

DISCHARGE FROM PARCLE

Tarolees who are discharged have faished their sentenecg for one or
more felony offenses, Most of the perseus discharged from parole saper-
vikion were serving thelr first parole from prison woder the oripinal
comptitinent. Those discharged from fst parele and bhese terminated
from reparole are shown scparately io this seotion.

In Table 22A the medians of time served om parole by those men
disrharged from first parole awd reparole are piven for 19540 and each
year sinee, For the men discharged from first parole during WA and

TABLE I2A

TYPE OF PARCLE AND MEDIAN TIME SERVED OGN PARCLE BY YEAR
MALE PARDLEES DISCHARGED FROM PAROLE
1950, 1951, 1952, 1953, 1954, and 1955

rparale aftor TRELED 10 prisou
iiret porole
With new commitiuent Withnut wew rommitreent
'i"w .. . . | !...____ PR
Medism e i Mmlian e Mrdian time
weranr om - rrrond on - perve] oun
MNumber ™ Kamher il Eamher parals
N buonk b 0 acnils in mantha
1951 .. 10T >4 45 M5 a7 19
1850 ... . .- 143 T4 54 .4 2 14
6 o 13 27 oy 29 a4 a0
186S__ .. .. e 1,181 Fo 71 a7 3 21
Lot ... 1283 Al i 25 El 13
B0 L R T,088 I: a7 k] 27 ag i#

1951 the modian timwe on parole wus 24 months, This median time in-
ereascd by three months for these discharved during 1932 and 1553,
increased by another three manths for thoss dizehargzed in 1954, and
dropped back to 27 months for (hose released during 1955,

The median tme served on reparole by those who had been relurned
to prison with a new wemmitment ard were discharged in 1954 was
25 months. This was less than the median time served by those dis-
chargred from this type of reparele during noy other year sinee 1950
These medians have ranged from 27 to 23 months. The medians of time
served on reparole after return to prison without & oew commitment
ranged during the six years from a high of 21 months in 1953 to a low
of 15 monthy in 1954, Those discharged during 1555 gerved a median
time of 18 months,
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The vmaber of women discharped from parole i3 so emall that the
median time served on parsle before discharge esn be computed only
for those reloased from first parole, Table 2B, Those dischurged from

TABLE 2ZB

TYPE OF PARGLE AND MEDIAN TMAE SERYED OM PARCLE BY YEAR
WOMEN PAROJLEES DISCHARZED FROM PARDLE
1950, 1951, 1952, 1953, 1954, and 19535

FRaparole after poturn Lo prisom
¥imt parnla
TWith Dew sommiieant Tithwut new cowanilient
Menliun time Median tune Mocian kime
Hualre u:;:-f':u Mun:bi=r ﬁ;ﬁh‘m Mimber m;‘
in monthe iu mwoibe in nuwmiha
| Rrioy] I H 21 — — E
el ... 52 og - . 5 —_
J 1L =T g — — 5
M - 43 ] I — T —
IS ... Gk i3 — - G —_
B L . A i1} t T

first parole during 1950 served a median of 21 menths on parele hefore
diseharge. This median of parole time served belore discharge has in-
creased each yoar so that the 14955 discharges served a median time of
24 mouths on parele, which was 18 months more than the 1950 median,

Among the offense groups there were some differences in the madian
time served by the men diseharged [rom fivsl parole during 1954 com-
paved with 1955, Table 234, The greatest dilferences occurred in the
offernise proups of manslawghter, seeond depres murder and rape. For
manslaurhter the median time for those dischargred in 1956 was siz
mwoenlhs lomger, and for the other two proups it was six months less,
Phewe digcharped durirge 1955 from manslaughter sommitments had
sorved A median time on parole of 36 months, the zecond degree mur-
devers had served 42 months, and those eonvieted of rape had spent
30 months on parele, A five-monil drop in median time on parole oe-
enrred in the offense group of serond derree robbery; the median was
25 months in 1933, The middle 80 pereent ranges refleel the changos
m cach of these offense proups exeept sceomd degree murder in which
the upper Lmit of this range was twice as great in 1955 as that for
1he prior year, namely 150 months in 1855 and 74 months in 1554,

Again, the punber of women dischareed [rom first parole 8 so small
that in order to have any eomparison by offense proupe the pix-year
perivd 1850-14%55 has been summirized in Table 230, During this six
wear period the median Lime served by the women on fivst parole before
discharge was 27 months. Of the four offense groups which had more
thau 25 cases when added Lor (he six vears, manslanghter, grand theflt
exeept auto, and forsery and vheels, caeh had a median time of 29
months while these committed for narcoties served a median time of
22,5 months before discharge from first parole.
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TABLE TlA

OFFENSE AMD TIME SERVED ON PARCLE
MALE FIRST PARCLEES DISCHARGED ~ROM PAROLE
1954 and 1935
Only Ofente Sraups With fore Thon 25 Cares Are Shown

1954 1655
Bolestod of Tima sarved o wonlle Time served ix moukla
Fumber Nawber |~ | T
- Htenge of . R.n.ngn of
ATedian il B0, Modran 18l R,
AN offarees .o ___ 1231 o 1632 1,338 b 1514
Murder 2ocl .. _. .. s ug 13 12-74 g 42 AN-150
Maneduughbar 12177 { ar 2 2438 41 36 Jr
Hablwey Tab. o ... 14 33 E7-42 175 5% 242
‘Robbsary doed T a0 1B ) 23 I1-53
Annnple with deadly weapem . _ a1 7 15 -36 GE an 23R
Burglary Iab_ . ___. £y 23 241 £ 5.5 P2 ¥
Tyrgleypand________________ 21t 24 &6 200 F! 16 30
Crand thall excapt avto__ __ Bl HA_E 1#-24 8l Fry 1858
Auke thefe _________________. 440 22 E2-50 TR 24 15-22
Forgery ood chesken . -{irg 24 TR-3F7 11 24 18-
Rrpe_ .. ] 20 7y 41 i oA
Lewd acta with children . 45 a0 -4 412 3.5 2148
ToRrnOkira . L2 24 15-20 T4 b2 17 -3
TABLE 236
OFFEMSE AND TIME SERVED OMN PAROLE
WOMEN FIRST FPAROLEES DISCHARGED FROM FAROLE
1950-1955
Only OFanse Groupt With More Thon 25 Coses Are Showm
Tima sarvel m momntha
Brlncted ofenacs T A
Huiuler M edian Ra“eﬂgi%m.ddh
Al effeuress 337 2T 1245
Marnslavghter ____ . s 50 Pl 1452
o] thefl sxeepl P - hir] F1| 1741
Forgery snd ehocks o ______ - Td st 1548
Murcnbics . _._.. e caiaeaa 42 22.5 1128

Anp ioteresting eomparison huas been presenied for men and the
women in Tables 24A and 24P respectively. In these two tables the
medians of time served in prison before release and on parcle before




PAROLE POPULATION AND MOVEMENT

TABLE 244

bb

QFFENSE AND MEDIAMN TIME SERVED IN FRISOMN BEFORE PARCHLE
AMD OM PARCLE BEFORE DISCHARGE

MALE FIRST PAROLEES DISCHARGED FROWA PAROLE

1954 and 1955

Clnl'r Oﬂ-m Groups With Mera Than 25 Cotes Ar. sl-nmm

L1hod

3243

Median Line served in monkhe

Medipn tite sarved v wmonibi

Beboetad o oo
In prison | o perale In prison | (o parle
Humber bt Lefure Irumher bafors before
oo diecharge parule dischnege
All ofenswew_ .o..hnean---| 1,253 1] an 1,54 il o7
Muorder2d . __ .. s e 1B ar T (¥
.......... 4T 34 au 41 a3 hoid
Dbty 1m6__________ 18 L] Akt 175 L L L)
Hobbery #d. oeaeooooooo- 15 ad 30 a5 7 4
Amiaiit wit desdly wenpeo - - S a1 bl a8 ik ET]
Burgiary 1t - - - 41 al &3 44 a8 a5
BHuglory 2d_ - 211 24 H Lot Fr) 4
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Auta thef§, ..o o __.. 4 28 v TS ar 24
Forgery and ehechs_ __________ puirg 24 24 245 24 FEY
Raps e 18 8.5 a5 41 4 ac
Lerwd ncta with childeen ______ a5 LY 3d iz 42 55 5
Mareotica oo oo ] 21 24 134 2 4
TABLE 24K

OFFEMSE AND MEDIAN TIME SERVED IM PRISON BEFQRE PAROLE
AND ON PARCLE BEFORE DISCHARGE

WOMEM FIRST PARQLEES DISCHARGED FROM PAROLE

1950-1%55
Only CQffenss Grevps Wilh Mo Then 25 Coses Ara Shown
Muodisn tine served in months
Baolortad cilanscs In prison On pmrale
Numnber botore Parmle Lafors diraliwrga
Al cffansen -y samcnn A a3y 4 T
M e m e aa a5 o
Grand theft oxeept sukbe.___ . ____ R Fo | ey
Forgory mnd cherka, ... uene T4 s L
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discharge by perzong dizcharged from first parolo have been coanpared
by offense group: having more than 25 cases, As seen from Table 244,
the male felons discharped from first parele in 3854 served a median
tirne of 30 months in prison before parele and 30 months on parcle
before discharge totaling 5 years served, with half time in prison and
half lime on parole, Those discharged doringe 1950 served 2 median
of 80 months in prison and 3 months legs time on parole which cgualed
57 months, sligitly less total time than these diseharged in 1934, This
somewhat eonsistent pailtery of half time In prison and half {ime on
parole was not eonstant for eavh offense group, The respoetive medinns
of time served by those eonvieted of sceond degree murder who wers
discharged in 1954 were 64 months in prison and 48 wmontha on parole,
and in 1955, were T manths in prison and 42 monlhs on pareie. Thiz
offense had the greatest varianes in medians of any ope presemted in
thiz table. The medians for those commilted for rape demonsirated a
somewhat different pattern. Thoge discharged From parele in 1954 had
gerved 46.5 monihs in prison and 36 mwaths on parole, while those dis-
charged in 1955 served & madizn of 38 mwonths in prisen and 30 months
on parole, The medisms of time secved by those eonvieted of prand
theft except awlo indieate (hat slightly lomger periods of flme wers
spent on parole than in prisen. In the offense proup of forgery and
checks the medizns of Lime served wore the same, 24 months, in prison
and on parole by thoge diseharged during 1854 and 1955, The number
of months served in prison and on parole are pielured in Chart ¥ {or
the men discharged from fivst parole doring 1965,

For the women, arain six years have been added in order to have
enough eases for study by offense groups, Table 248, The women first
parolees who were diseharged duringe 1050-17955 served 8 median Limme
of 24 months in prison before fiest parole amd 27 monthy on parole
before discharze, lotaling 51 months. The serving of a greater lenpth
of time on parcle than in prison was true for each of the lour offense
groups with more than 25 eases, For prand theft cxeept auto and for
forgery and checks the median lime in prisun was 24 monibs and on
parole was 29 months. For manslzughter, 25 months wers secved In
prison and 29 months on parole, while those convieted of nareoties
served a median fime of 20 months in prison and 22.5 months on parole
before discharge.

SUSPEHSIONS

The case of a person who has vielated his conditioms of parole is
reviewed by ihe Adult Authority or by the Board of Trustess for the
California Institution for Women. In most iostanecs, cach of these
guthorities direcls a suspension of parole which stops the time served
towards the term and the pavolee is ordered vreturned to prison. A
hoard may reconsider a suspension af some later date and the suspended
parclee may be reinstated to good parole status, The section discussing
reinstatements follows this topic.




FAROLE FOPTLATION AND MOYEMENT

a7

CHART ¥

OFFENSE AND MEDIAN TIME SERVED
IN PRISON BEFORE PARGLE
ON PARCLE BEFORE DISCHARGE

Mals Firat Paraleas Discherged From Parole
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The nunber and pereent of Calilornia male parolees suspended from
supervigion in this state ag well as ot of state durine the last two yeers
are shown by resson for smupepsion in Table 25. The three general

TABLE 25

REASOM FOR SUSPENSION AMD TYPE OF PAROLE
MALE PARCLEES SLSFEMDED FROM PAROLE
1954 and 1955

1451 1955
H.yEar
- | - BreTape
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reasuns for parole susponsion are: fiest, the violation of technieal pro-
visivns of parole; sceond, the absconding {rom parole supervision,
designated as PYAL for parole violaior at large; and third, the faet
thit the parelee has beep eharged with a new offense,

Diving 1955, the paroles of 1,359 men were ordered suspended, a
drop of 104 below the fignre for 1954, The proportion of men who
were sigpended in 1394 for wvielating technieal provisions of their
pareles was less than the 1354 percenl. A epmparison of annual propor-
lons wilh h-year average fipnres for 1550-1954 showed very little
chanpe in this technieal group, but did indieate 4 drop in the propor-

TABLE 24

REASOMN FOR SUSPENSION AMD TIME ON PAROLE BEFORE VIOLATION
wALE PARDLEES SUSPEMDED FROM SUPERV|SION IM CALIFORMIA
1954 and 1955

1054 1955

Time on parle Tiwe o0 permln

Beanu fuc sunproginn io mumihe in months

Nuwbeer ) Nuyrnber
Range uf Haug= of
Medlian midd e Medirn miiddla

B R,
Tetal ...  ______ 1 <} I -7 1,231 7 120
Trebmiral, o o-. 154 L} ] 117 ) 1-21
PYAL.. e e memmmmm————— A% 4 LU ) =t g ] 1-17
C'tiwigal clewrme . L Eag & 1 -I§ 424 9 1-2
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tionate zize of the PVAL group in 1956, and a4 eorresponding rise dur-
ing 1955 in the percent of those parolees charged with a new offense,

In the next two tables further information is presented an those men
whose paroles were being superviscd in California, For the zooual
suspension proups of 1954 and 1955 the time spent on parede before the
violating act is shown by reazon lor suspensien in Table 26, The men
who were suspended in 955 stayed out of trouble slightly longer than
those who were suspended in 1954. This is true of Lhe over-all group
and of each of the thres snbdivisioos. The median time was seven
months before violation for the men suspended [rom California parcis
in 19535 and five months for those suspeuded in 1454 Of those sus-
pended in 1955, 1,226 were suspended Tor the ficst time since release
from prisvn aod 105 were sngpended again after having been reinstated
on parole previously.

In Pable 274, the enmulalive percentages of men relvased to Calt-
fornia snpervision who vielaled their paroles for the fiest time arc
shown grouped by yeir of parcle rdease and distributed by each sue-

TABLE 274
CUMULATIVE PERCENTAGE OF PAROLEES SUSPENDED
EACH YEAR AFTER PAROLE
MALE PARCLEES SUSPENDED AFTER PARCLED TO SUPERYISION IM CALIFORNIA
1951, 1952, 1953, 1954, and 1955

¥our of parnle
Tear during which sspemaderd - : E—
nsl | frized [ RrEs| 13 | ;.00

Bumher paraled . Lo L. 2171 200 2T 23RS 2004
Vet of vaveda_____ .. 11 15.4 16,1 15.1 1.3
tet ywenr ofter pRenle. | ool an. 5 At 7 E
2l e ol paosdeo oo 4T .4 4.5 44,0
dd vear sftear parvele oo _________ 45,8 4.3
#th year after parale .o

cegsive year after parele for 1951 through 14955, Daring 1985, the
patales of 1009 perecnt of the men released that vear were snspernded.
It may be observed that this group of parolecs had a lower perecntame
suspendad for ike ealenday vear of parole than their lellow parolecs
who were releaged during the earlier years 1951-1054.

The daila in Table 27A show that the pareles of 7.7 peresnt of the
imen placed on parcle during 1954 had been suspended by the end of
the first calendar year afler release, slightly tess than the percentages
of those released during the throo provions years, 1t may be seen also
that most of those who viglate do so by the end of the seeond yeur after
releass,

In Table 29F, the cunmulative percentase of womon parolnocs sus-
nentded for the first tine iz shown for cach vear alter parole, for 1351
throuph 1955, During 1855, 204 pereent of the womoen who were
parcled that year had been suspended, while in 1854, 238 poreent wern
suspended during the same year of parole. These two porechtapea arc
somewhat bhigher than the 156 percent who were released to parole
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TABLE I7B
CUMULATIVE PERCENTAGE OF PAROLEES SUSPENDED
EACH YEAR AFTER PAROILE
WOMEM PARDLEES SUSPEMDED FOR THE FIRST TIME
1951, 1952, 1953, 1954, and 1955

Trear of parole
Year dudiug which mppendead N T
sl 62 853 gl | TG
Mumbeer parctol o __ 115 17 200 14n )
Yearof parcle_ . .__. 15,43 158 135 an.8 20,4
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2d year afler parual=_ _ . 0.0 i4.4 -
< yone afeor parola_ .. 47,4 4.2
4uh yenr efter parada_ oo 0,4

and muspended in 18951, OF those paroled during 1853, 52.5 peccent had
bern suspended within the second sear after parcle whils of thoso
paralmd in 1851, only 504 percent had been suspended by the end of
the fourth year afier parcle. There has hesn an inerease in the portion
who violate parole during the first few years after releage from prison.

REINSTATEMENTS

A person who iz muspernded from parele may be reinstated to super-
vigion by the same authority thai suxpended him. Some eircumstanees
which indluenee the determination for reinstatement are: one, when
2 paroles abseonded from supervision, Jater is located and it ds deter-
mined that during the time ““at large’ he has condueted hinself in a
law abiding manner; and two, when a paroles eonvicied of a new offense
has served a term aund the board is of the opinion that fo the best
interests of soclety i would 1ol be heneficial for the parolee to scrve
tnora time jn a Californis prisen,

The number of men reingtated to parole during each vear, 1950
through 1955, is classified by reason for susponsion in Table 284, Aleo
shown ia the ratio of ihe number of reinstatements per 100 average
number of suspensions for the two Fear poriod which ineloded the Fear
of reinstatement and the previong year. Binee abont three-fourths of
all reinstatements ocenr within the fiest two years following suspension
thiz twn-vear average has been used.

Uring 1955, there were 284 men reinstated to parcle snpervision.
In relation to the averape nomber of suspensions for the past two yeara,
this wag 20 reipstatements out of every 100 suspensions, The elazsifi-
eation of reipstatements during 1555 by reason for smapension shows
ihat of every 100 men suspended for PY AT, 34 were reinstated ; of
every 100 saapended for eriminal charpes, 16 were reinstated, and of
every 100 suspended for technieal reasons, one was reinstated.

Comparison of year by vear ratios shown ip Table 284 indicate that
although the over-all reinstatement patiern was almoat constant there
Las heen somc npward frend in reinstatementa of parolees who orip-
inally were suspended for PVAL. The reinstatement vatios of thosa
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TABLE 204
NUMBER OF REINSTATEMEMNTS

RATIO OF REINSTATEMENTS PER 100 AVERAGE SUSPEMSIONS
REASOMN FOR SUSPENSION BY YEAR
MALE PARCLEES REIMSTATED OM FAROLE
1950, 1951, 1952, 1953, 1754, ond 1955
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who were suspended for technical reasons or for criminzl charpes re-
Ingined nearly vesrolar,

As mentioned earlier when disenssing the movement of the women
varcle population, there was & bhigh ratio of reinstatements to snspen-
gion, The ratio of reinstatcinents for each 1K average snapensions for
a two year period Is given in Table 281, Tn 19335, the regtoration of 99
women t0 parole supervision gfter suspension for gome vislation created
ithe ratio of 56 per 100 averape suspensicns, the highest ratio during
the past few years. SBinee 1950, this ratic has ranged for a low of 30
in 1250 to 58 m 1952, dropped to 34 in 1953, and reached an adl time
Ligh of 56 during 1955.

TAME ZBB

MNUMBER OF REIMNBTATEMENTS

RATIC OF REINSTATEMENTS PER 100 AVERAGE SUSPENSIONS
EY YEAR
WOMEN PAROLEES REINSTATED ON PARQLE
1950, 1%51, 1952, T953, 1954, and 1955
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COUNTY GR AREA OF COMMITMENT
FRISCMERS MEWLY RECEIVED FROs COLRT
1954 and 1955
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COUNTY OR AREA OF COMMITMENT-—Centinyad

PRISOMERS MEWLY RECEIVED FROM COURT

1954 and 1955
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