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CALIFORNIA PRISONERS

1976
SUMMARY

INSTITUTION POPULATION AND MOVEMENT

The California Department of Corrections institution population in-
creased 5.3 percent during 1976, an increase of 1,060 persons during the
year. The institution population on December 31, 1976 totaled 21,088 per-
sons. The ratio of institution population per 100,000 State population on
December 31, 1976 was 98, which, during the past 27 years, exceeded only
the ratios at the close of 1972 and 1975.

FELONS NEWLY RECEIVED FROM COURT

During 1976, the commitment rate for felons newly received from court
was 32.1 per 100,000 State population, an increase from the 1975 rate and
the highest commitment rate since 1961. The number of felons committed
was 6,910, which included 6,463 male felons and 447 women felons.

Robbery was the largest offense group with 1,493 male felons, while
burglary ranked second with 1,246 male felons newly received.

The median ages of felons newly received from court was 26.8 years for
men and 28.2 years for women.

CHARACTERISTICS OF FELONS IN PRISON

Homicide, robbery, and assault accounted for 53.4 percent of the male
felons in prison on December 31, 1976. These offense groups accounted for
47.9 percent of the male felons in prison at the end of 1971 and 38.6 percent
in 1966. Each of these three offense groups has increased in the past ten
years. The same offense groups comprised 40.2 percent of the women
felons in prison on December 31, 1976, 30.6 percent in 1971, and 29.7
percent in 1966,

The median age of male felons in prison at the end of 1976 was 29.3 years,
while the median age for women felons was 29.8 years. Felons under 25
years of age comprised 24.8 percent of the male felons and 20.9 percent
of the women felons in prison at the close of 1976.

On December 31, 1976, male felons with no prior commitment served
record represented 15.7 percent of the male prison population. Women
felons with no prior commitment served record comprised 31.2 percent
of the women felon population on December 31, 1976.
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