
California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation
Adult Research Branch April 2009

Number 5 Percent 6 Number 5 Percent 6 Number Percent 6

Murder First (old law) 2 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00%
Murder First (new law) 3 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00%
Murder Second (old law) 1 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00%
Murder Second (new law) 32 0 0.00% 1 3.13% 4 12.50%
Manslaughter 307 67 21.82% 105 34.20% 126 41.04%
Vehicular Manslaughter 170 17 10.00% 28 16.47% 42 24.71%
Robbery 2,738 965 35.24% 1,434 52.37% 1,623 59.28%
Assault/Deadly WP 3,135 1,135 36.20% 1,591 50.75% 1,804 57.54%
Attempted Murder First 7 1 14.29% 2 28.57% 2 28.57%
Attempted Murder Second 185 34 18.38% 62 33.51% 78 42.16%
Other Assault/Battery 5,081 2,060 40.54% 2,856 56.21% 3,148 61.96%
Rape 215 47 21.86% 61 28.37% 78 36.28%
Lewd Act With Child 1,186 240 20.24% 378 31.87% 439 37.02%
Oral Copulation 106 36 33.96% 44 41.51% 51 48.11%
Sodomy 26 6 23.08% 11 42.31% 12 46.15%
Sexual Penetration with Object 62 11 17.74% 21 33.87% 24 38.71%
Other Sex 1,181 531 44.96% 706 59.78% 769 65.11%
Kidnapping 143 33 23.08% 54 37.76% 66 46.15%
Burglary First 1,948 703 36.09% 1,020 52.36% 1,145 58.78%
Burglary Second 4,463 2,023 45.33% 2,649 59.35% 2,858 64.04%
Grand Theft 2,074 775 37.37% 1,058 51.01% 1,148 55.35%
Petty Theft With Prior 3,752 1,736 46.27% 2,319 61.81% 2,465 65.70%
Receiving Stolen Property 2,905 1,500 51.64% 1,887 64.96% 1,990 68.50%
Vehicle Theft 4,514 2,450 54.28% 3,043 67.41% 3,191 70.69%
Forgery/Fraud 2,432 845 34.75% 1,167 47.99% 1,272 52.30%
Other Property 616 260 42.21% 337 54.71% 355 57.63%
CS Possession 10,319 4,818 46.69% 6,420 62.22% 6,858 66.46%
CS Possession for Sale 6,642 1,945 29.28% 2,817 42.41% 3,079 46.36%
CS Sales 1,906 622 32.63% 847 44.44% 932 48.90%
CS Manufacturing 836 139 16.63% 212 25.36% 243 29.07%
CS Other 398 159 39.95% 205 51.51% 225 56.53%
Hashish Possession 32 10 31.25% 15 46.88% 15 46.88%
Marijuana Possession for Sale 704 242 34.38% 334 47.44% 362 51.42%
Marijuana Sale 255 82 32.16% 114 44.71% 123 48.24%
Marijuana Other 88 20 22.73% 27 30.68% 28 31.82%
Escape 70 34 48.57% 44 62.86% 47 67.14%
Driving Under Influence 1,588 358 22.54% 544 34.26% 634 39.92%
Arson 192 61 31.77% 90 46.88% 100 52.08%
Possession Weapon 3,448 1,532 44.43% 2,088 60.56% 2,291 66.44%
Other Offenses 2,299 879 38.23% 1,230 53.50% 1,345 58.50%
TOTAL 66,061 26,376 39.93% 35,821 54.22% 38,972 58.99%

* See back page for definitions and formula
1  First releases to parole include those paroled for the first time from prison on a new admission to prison or paroled for the
  first time following return to prison with a new court commitment.  
2  Returns to prison on new court commitments following discharge on this parole are not included.
3  Returns within two years include returns within one year.
4  Returns within three years include returns within one and two years.
5  Numbers may have changed from prior version of report based on updated data.
6  Percentages not computed for less than 20 releases to parole.
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Number 5 Percent 6 Number 5 Percent 6 Number Percent 6

Murder First (old law) 1 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00%
Murder First (new law) 2 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00%
Murder Second (old law) 0 0 #DIV/0! 0 #DIV/0! 0 #DIV/0!
Murder Second (new law) 5 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 1 20.00%
Manslaughter 35 4 11.43% 5 14.29% 6 17.14%
Vehicular Manslaughter 20 2 10.00% 4 20.00% 4 20.00%
Robbery 178 54 30.34% 80 44.94% 97 54.49%
Assault/Deadly WP 192 41 21.35% 71 36.98% 90 46.88%
Attempted Murder First 1 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00%
Attempted Murder Second 5 1 20.00% 1 20.00% 2 40.00%
Other Assault/Battery 303 86 28.38% 141 46.53% 152 50.17%
Rape 2 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00%
Lewd Act With Child 18 3 16.67% 7 38.89% 8 44.44%
Oral Copulation 6 1 16.67% 1 16.67% 2 33.33%
Sodomy 0 0 #DIV/0! 0 #DIV/0! 0 #DIV/0!
Sexual Penetration With Object 1 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00%
Other Sex 21 10 47.62% 11 52.38% 11 52.38%
Kidnapping 4 1 25.00% 1 25.00% 1 25.00%
Burglary First 137 40 29.20% 62 45.26% 65 47.45%
Burglary Second 665 213 32.03% 296 44.51% 328 49.32%
Grand Theft 378 86 22.75% 131 34.66% 145 38.36%
Petty Theft With Prior 770 270 35.06% 375 48.70% 414 53.77%
Receiving Stolen Property 420 162 38.57% 218 51.90% 244 58.10%
Vehicle Theft 412 170 41.26% 231 56.07% 245 59.47%
Forgery/Fraud 793 185 23.33% 290 36.57% 333 41.99%
Other Property 90 26 28.89% 42 46.67% 42 46.67%
CS Possession 1,445 537 37.16% 762 52.73% 830 57.44%
CS Possession for Sale 801 165 20.60% 261 32.58% 289 36.08%
CS Sales 213 56 26.29% 76 35.68% 89 41.78%
CS Manufacturing 85 11 12.94% 13 15.29% 15 17.65%
CS Other 69 19 27.54% 25 36.23% 27 39.13%
Hashish Possession 4 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00%
Marijuana Possession for Sale 31 5 16.13% 10 32.26% 11 35.48%
Marijuana Sale 15 3 20.00% 6 40.00% 7 46.67%
Marijuana Other 2 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00%
Escape 9 5 55.56% 5 55.56% 5 55.56%
Driving Under Influence 90 20 22.22% 27 30.00% 30 33.33%
Arson 30 7 23.33% 10 33.33% 11 36.67%
Possession Weapon 78 27 34.62% 40 51.28% 42 53.85%
Other Offenses 223 60 26.91% 93 41.70% 102 45.74%
TOTAL 7,554 2,270 30.05% 3,295 43.62% 3,648 48.29%

* See back page for definitions and formula
1  First releases to parole include those paroled for the first time from prison on a new admission to prison or paroled for the
  first time following return to prison with a new court commitment.  
2  Returns to prison on new court commitments following discharge on this parole are not included.
3  Returns within two years include returns within one year.
4  Returns within three years include returns within one and two years.
5  Numbers may have changed from prior version of report based on updated data.
6  Percentages not computed for less than 20 releases to parole.
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Number 5 Percent 6 Number 5 Percent 6 Number Percent 6

Murder First (old law) 1 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00%
Murder First (new law) 1 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00%
Murder Second (old law) 1 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00%
Murder Second (new law) 27 0 0.00% 1 3.70% 3 11.11%
Manslaughter 272 63 23.16% 100 36.76% 120 44.12%
Vehicular Manslaughter 150 15 10.00% 24 16.00% 38 25.33%
Robbery 2,560 911 35.59% 1,354 52.89% 1,526 59.61%
Assault/Deadly WP 2,943 1,094 37.17% 1,520 51.65% 1,714 58.24%
Attempted Murder First 6 1 16.67% 2 33.33% 2 33.33%
Attempted Murder Second 180 33 18.33% 61 33.89% 76 42.22%
Other Assault/Battery 4,778 1,974 41.31% 2,715 56.82% 2,996 62.70%
Rape 213 47 22.07% 61 28.64% 78 36.62%
Lewd Act With Child 1,168 237 20.29% 371 31.76% 431 36.90%
Oral Copulation 100 35 35.00% 43 43.00% 49 49.00%
Sodomy 26 6 23.08% 11 42.31% 12 46.15%
Sexual Penetration with Object 61 11 18.03% 21 34.43% 24 39.34%
Other Sex 1,160 521 44.91% 695 59.91% 758 65.34%
Kidnapping 139 32 23.02% 53 38.13% 65 46.76%
Burglary First 1,811 663 36.61% 958 52.90% 1,080 59.64%
Burglary Second 3,798 1,810 47.66% 2,353 61.95% 2,530 66.61%
Grand Theft 1,696 689 40.63% 927 54.66% 1,003 59.14%
Petty Theft With Prior 2,982 1,466 49.16% 1,944 65.19% 2,051 68.78%
Receiving Stolen Property 2,485 1,338 53.84% 1,669 67.16% 1,746 70.26%
Vehicle Theft 4,102 2,280 55.58% 2,812 68.55% 2,946 71.82%
Forgery/Fraud 1,639 660 40.27% 877 53.51% 939 57.29%
Other Property 526 234 44.49% 295 56.08% 313 59.51%
CS Possession 8,874 4,281 48.24% 5,658 63.76% 6,028 67.93%
CS Possession for Sale 5,841 1,780 30.47% 2,556 43.76% 2,790 47.77%
CS Sales 1,693 566 33.43% 771 45.54% 843 49.79%
CS Manufacturing 751 128 17.04% 199 26.50% 228 30.36%
CS Other 329 140 42.55% 180 54.71% 198 60.18%
Hashish Possession 28 10 35.71% 15 53.57% 15 53.57%
Marijuana Possession for Sale 673 237 35.22% 324 48.14% 351 52.15%
Marijuana Sale 240 79 32.92% 108 45.00% 116 48.33%
Marijuana Other 86 20 23.26% 27 31.40% 28 32.56%
Escape 61 29 47.54% 39 63.93% 42 68.85%
Driving Under Influence 1,498 338 22.56% 517 34.51% 604 40.32%
Arson 162 54 33.33% 80 49.38% 89 54.94%
Possession Weapon 3,370 1,505 44.66% 2,048 60.77% 2,249 66.74%
Other Offenses 2,076 819 39.45% 1,137 54.77% 1,243 59.87%
TOTAL 58,507 24,106 41.20% 32,526 55.59% 35,324 60.38%

* See back page for definitions and formula
1  First releases to parole include those paroled for the first time from prison on a new admission to prison or paroled for the
  first time following return to prison with a new court commitment.  
2  Returns to prison on new court commitments following discharge on this parole are not included.
3  Returns within two years include returns within one year.
4  Returns within three years include returns within one and two years.
5  Numbers may have changed from prior version of report based on updated data.
6  Percentages not computed for less than 20 releases to parole.

One, Two, and Three Year Follow-up Recidivism Rates
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California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation   
Adult Research Branch  
 
 
 

DEFINITIONS 
 
Recidivist:  A felon who returns to prison for any reason during a specified follow-up 
period. 
 
Recidivism cohort:  The number of felons first released to parole during a given year. 
 
Return to prison:  Includes felons who are returned to Substance-Abuse Treatment-
Control Units in correctional facilities; returned pending a revocation hearing by the 
Board of Prison Terms on charges of violating the conditions of parole; returned to 
custody for parole violations to serve revocation time; or returned to prison by a court for 
a new felony conviction. 
 
First release to parole:  The first release to parole for felons with new admissions and 
parole violators returned with a new term (PV-WNT) during a calendar year. 
 
Recidivism rate:  The ratio of the number of recidivists in the cohort to the number of 
felons at risk of recidivating in the cohort during the specified time period, times one 
hundred. 
 
How California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR) calculates 
recidivism: The recidivism rate starts with a cohort of felon offenders who are released 
to parole in a given year. They are tracked for a period of three years to determine if they 
return to prison. The release cohort includes only offenders, who are paroled for the first 
time from prison on a new admission to prison or paroled for the first time following 
return to prison with a new court commitment. The recidivism rate does not include 
parole violators who are re-released. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more information on recidivism please contact: 
 

Paula Agostini, Chief  
CDCR Adult Research Branch 
P.O. Box 942883, Rm 508-S 
Sacramento, CA 95811-7243 

 
E-Mail:  OAR@cdcr.ca.gov 




