
 

 

BOARD OF PAROLE HEARINGS 
Executive Board Meeting 

April 21, 2020 

Meeting called to order at 10:07 a.m. 

Roll Call: Commissioners Anderson, Barton, Cassady, Castro, Chappell, Dobbs, 
Grounds, Gutierrez, Long, Minor, Ruff, San Juan, Schneider, Sharrieff, Taira, and 
Thornton present via telephone.  Commissioner Roberts no present. 

In compliance with Executive Order N-28-20 and to minimize the spread and mitigate the 
effects of COVID-19, the meeting was conducted by telephone. 

ANDERSON stated that the majority of the currently-appointed commissioners are 
present. 

The Board observed a moment of silence at 11.00 a.m. to mark National Crime Victims’ 
Rights Week. 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

Commissioner GROUNDS moved to approve the consent calendar. Commissioner 

SHARRIEFF seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 

EN BANC REFERRALS 

Referral by the Governor, pursuant to Penal Code section 3041.1 and California Code 

of regulations, title 15, section 2044, subdivision (b), to request review of a parole 

decision. 

A. BELL, MARVIN 

C99865 

JILL KLINGE, Alameda County District Attorney’s Office, 

recommended ordering a rescission hearing 

B. DESANTO, JAMES 

G51190 

RICHARD SACHS, San Diego County District Attorney’s Office, 

recommended ordering a rescission hearing. 

C. GONALEZ, ALEJANDRO 

C47744 

LIDIA YATES and WILLIAM YATES supported the inmate’s release. 
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D. HARMON, TYSHON 

K08935 

IAN DILLATORRA supported the inmate’s release. 

RICHARD SACHS, San Diego County District Attorney’s Office, 

recommended ordering a rescission hearing. 

E. NORMAN, WELDON 

J57844 

DONNA LEBOWITZ, Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Office, 

recommended ordering a rescission hearing. 

F. NUNEZ, RICARDO 

F51949 

No speakers. 

G. PHILLIP, DARIN 

P57320 

MICHAEL BALDWIN supported the inmate’s release. 

CONNIE LASKY, San Bernardino County District Attorney’s Office, 
recommended ordering a rescission hearing. 

H. RUCKER, DAVID 

P29892 

CHRISTINE LESLIE, ALEXIS RUCKER-ROBINSON, JONATAHN 

ROBINSON, JASMINE RUCKER and KIMYETTE RUCKER supported 

the inmate’s release. 

CONNIE LASKY, San Bernardino County District Attorney’s Office, 

recommended ordering a rescission hearing. 
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I. THAMES, SEAN 

P12095 

KENNETH BAILEY and DENISE DESMOND supported the inmate’s 
release. 

DONNA LEBOWITZ, Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Office, 

recommended ordering a rescission hearing. 

J. TRUTMAN, PAUL 

D96356 

RICHARD SACHS, San Diego County District Attorney’s Office, 

recommended ordering a rescission hearing. 

K. WHITSETT, ROY 

H32718 

MAYA EMIG, inmate’s attorney, supported the inmate’s release. 
supported the inmate’s release. 

DEAN ARCHIBALD, Sacramento County District Attorney’s Office, 
recommended ordering a rescission hearing. 

L. WILSON, GEORGE 

G08255 

MAYA EMIG, inmate’s attorney, PATSY LANDERS, ANNETTE 
ROGIERS, SHERINTA CROSBY-WILSON, DENZELL GLEN and 

KAREN WILLIAMS supported the inmate’s release. 

DEAN ARCHIBALD, Sacramento County District Attorney’s Office, 
recommended ordering a rescission hearing. 
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Referral, pursuant to Penal Code section 3041, when there is a tie vote. Public 

comment is prohibited, pursuant to Penal Code section 3041, subdivision (e). 

M. MEZA, JUAN 

K72250 

No public comment permitted. 

REPORTS 

Report from Executive Officer, Jennifer Shaffer 

SHAFFER gave an update on videoconference hearing procedures. She acknowledged 

administrative Professionals’ Day. SHAFFER gave an update on the impact of COVID-

19 on the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation. She stated that 92 

members of CDCR staff and 122 inmates have tested positive for the virus. The largest 

numbers are at California State Prison, Los Angeles County and the California 

Institution for Men. In-person inmate visitation has been cancelled statewide. Staff 

members and inmates must wear masks at California Health Care Facility, Folsom 

State Prison, California State Prison, Sacramento, Los Angeles County State Prison, 

and at the California Institution for Men. SHAFFER stated that CDCR posts updated 

information daily on its website. Most of the Board’s 300 employees are working from 
home and none of the employees has tested positive for the virus. 

Report from Chief Counsel, Jessica Blonien 

BLONIEN stated the Office of Administrative Law has approved the Nonviolent Offender 

Parole Review Regulations for Determinately Sentenced Inmates. The regulations are 

on the CDCR website. 

Report from Chief Deputy, Program Operations, Sandra Maciel 

MACIEL stated the Board cancelled all parole consideration hearings the weeks of 

March 16th and 23rd. All consultations scheduled during this time were conducted. The 

week of March 30th the Board held hearings with seven panels and then increased the 

panels to ten during the week of April 6th. The Board conducted hearings by 

videoconference at full capacity beginning the week of April 13th. 

Microphones and speakers (for panel members as well as for the institutions for 

inmates) have been purchased. In addition, all commissioners and deputy 

commissioners conducting parole consideration hearings were assigned updated 
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laptops as existing laptops were beyond their life expectancy and experienced 

connectivity issues. 

Report from Chief Psychologist, Forensic Assessment Division, Dr. Cliff Kusaj 

KUSAJ gave an update on the Forensic Assessment Division’s response to the COVID-

19 pandemic. Between February and April, 2020, psychologist administered or are in 

the process of finalizing 1,223 comprehensive risk assessments. Most interviews are 

now conducted by videoconference. A few inmates declined to participate in video 

interviews and, in some instances, the clinician terminated the interview when 

reasonably effective communication could not be established. The FAD will continue to 

monitor the effectiveness of videoconferencing for forensic interviews. 

PRESENTATION 

Implementation of Executive Order N-36-20 and Conducting Hearings by 

Videoconference, presented by Executive Officer, Jennifer Shaffer and Chief 

Deputy, Program operation, Sandra Maciel 

SHAFFER AND MACIEL described the measures that the Board has taken to conduct 

hearing by videoconference. SHAFFER stated that, last week, all panels conducted 

hearings by videoconference. There were 169 hearings completed, resulting in 62 

grants (36.7%) and 102 denials (63.3%). There were 47 postponement, mostly at the 

inmate’s request. Two hearings were continued, 10 were waived, and 13 inmates 

stipulated to being unsuitable for parole. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

KEITH WATTLEY, UnCommon Law, expressed concern that some panels appear to be 

trying to trap inmates into making prejudicial statements. He stated that this is contrary 

to the Board’s evidence-based decision-making process. He stated than many inmates 

have also been the victims of violence. 

VANESSA NELSON-SLOANE, Life Support Alliance, stated that the response to video 

hearings has been positive. She expressed concern about re-scheduling the hearings of 

quarantined inmates. 

Meeting adjourned at 12.28 p.m. 
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