
A SHIFT IN PURPOSE: 

Historical Timeline of California State 
Prison Openings and Major Changes 

in Approach to Rehabilitation 

When the prison system in California was 
founded, it was predominantly grouned 
in the Custodial Model of Corrections 

which emphasized confinement, control, and 
punishment over rehabilitation. 

San Quentin State Prison - 1852 
CDCR’s First Prison 

1880 

Folsom State 
Prison 

1941 
California 

Institution for Men 

1946 

Correctional 
Training Facility 

1952 
California Institution 

for Women 

1954 

California Correctional 
Institution 

California Men’s Colony 

1955 
California Medical 

Facility 

1962 

California 
Rehabilitation 

Center 

1965 
Sierra Conservation 

Center 

1984 

California State 
Prison, Solano 

1986 
California State 

Prison, Sacramento 

1987 

Richard J. Donovan 
Correctional Facility 

Mule Creek State Prison
Avenal State Prison 

1988 
California State 

Prison, Corcoran 

1989 
Pelican Bay State Prison 

1990 
Central Valley 

Women’s Facility 

1991 
Wasco State Prison 

1992 
Calipatria State 

Prison 

1993 
North Kern State Prison 

California State Prison, Los Angeles County 
California State Prison, Centinela 

1994 
Pleasant Valley State Prison 

Ironwood State Prison 

1995 
Valley State Prison 
High Desert State Prison 

1996 
Salinas Valley 
State Prison 

1997 

Substance Abuse 
Treatment Facility 

Beginning in 2004, CDCR 
significantly expanded its 
rehabilitation efforts, which 
have proven to significantly 

reduce recidivism. 

2005 
Kern Valley 

State Prison 

California Health Care Facility - 2013 
CDCR’s Newest Prison 

In March 2023, 
Governor Newsom introduced the 

California Model, with the goal 
of building safer communities 

through rehabilitation, 
education, and reentry, beginning 

at San Quentin Rehabilitation 
Center (SQRC). 

In March 2026, CDCR completed 
construction on the San Quentin 

Learning Center, a huge step 
in supporting rehabilitation and 

reentry efforts. 
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