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December 19, 2022 
 
 

NOTICE OF CHANGE TO TEXT AS ORIGINALLY PROPOSED  
 
Pursuant to the provisions of Government Code Sections 11346.8(c) and Section 44 of 
Title 1 of the California Code of Regulations (CCR), the California Department of 
Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR or the department) is providing notice of proposed 
changes made to CCR, Title 15, subsections 3043.3(b)(1)-(3) and 3043.5(c)(1)-(3) 
regarding Program and Credit Earning Revisions.  
 
You are receiving this notice because you provided written comment, or commented at 
the public hearing held on April 27, 2022, or requested to receive the notice of changes 
to text as originally proposed. 
 
Notice of Change to Regulations 22-04 was published in the Office of Administrative Law 
(OAL) Regulatory Notice Register and distributed by the department on March 11, 2022.  
Following publication, the department realized that revisions were necessary to comply 
with the clarity and consistency standards of the Administrative Procedure Act. 
 
The full text of the originally proposed amendment to subsections 3043.3(b)(1)-(3) and 
3043.5(c)(1)-(3) is shown in its original single underline and strikethrough format.  The 
changes provided in this Notice of Change to Text as Originally Proposed are indicated 
by bold double underline for additional added text, and bold double strikethrough for 
additional deleted text to the originally proposed text.  These proposed changes are being 
made available for public comment.  Only those comments relating directly to the 
amendments that are indicated by bold double underline or bold double strikethrough 
will be considered. 
 
The other sections that were previously included in NCR 22-04 were approved by OAL 
on August 31, 2022. 
 
In the attached text: 
 
Subsections 3043.3(b)(1)-(3) and 3043.5(c)(1)-(3) are amended to provide better clarity 
and consistency.   
 
In subsection 3043.3(b)(1) it was determined that the previously listed documents that 
Correctional Education staff shall review in the Strategic Offender Management System 
(SOMS) and Electronic Records Management System (ERMS), for any documentation 
that an inmate received their high school diploma, high school equivalency, or college 
degree, may or may not always be available.  As such, those specific documents were 
removed to allow for review of any documents indicating the inmate has received a high 
school diploma, high school equivalency certificate, or college degree.  The word 
“thorough” was also removed because it is unnecessary and does not add any additional 
clarity to the regulation.  It was also determined that the word “certificate” should be added 
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after “high school equivalency” for clarity purposes.  The words “high school equivalency” 
were given the acronym “HSE” for ease of reading purposes due to the multiple 
references.  For consistency with subsection 3043.5(b), and also to correct and clarify 
that the high school diploma, high school equivalency certificate, or college degree, is not 
received from an accrediting agency but rather from an educational institution accredited 
by an accrediting agency, it was determined that this language should be revised.  
Therefore, language in this subsection is revised to indicate that “Office of Correctional 
Education staff shall conduct a review for any information located in the SOMS and ERMS 
indicating the inmate has received their high school diploma, high school equivalency 
certificate, or college degree conferred by an educational institution accredited by an 
accrediting agency approved by the United States Department of Education.”  This 
language provides a more accurate description of the process used to attempt to locate 
any information that an inmate has received a high school diploma, high school 
equivalency certificate, or college degree, and provides clarity, and consistency with 
language outlined in subsection 3043.5(b).  The subsequent sentence also removes 
language referring to the “above mentioned documentation,” replacing it with language 
that provides consistency with the aforementioned language revision, and provides  
better clarity.   
 
Subsection 3043.3(b)(2) is amended to better clarify the process to verify the inmate’s 
receipt of a high school diploma or college degree, by obtaining the official transcript from 
the school from which the inmate claims to have graduated.  Additional language in this 
subsection is revised to clarify the verification process for the inmate’s receipt of a high 
school equivalency certificate.  Language is added to specify that the high school 
equivalency certificate is the documentation that is to be obtained utilizing any general 
educational development database, or obtaining a letter from the high school from which 
the inmate took the high school equivalency exam that confirms the inmate received a 
high school equivalency certificate.  The addition of this language provides a more 
accurate description of the process used to verify an inmate’s completion of a high school 
equivalency certificate, which complies with education industry standards.  Capitalization 
for the words “General Educational Development” is revised to lower case, for corrective 
purposes, as it was determined to be a generalized reference. 
 
Subsection 3043.3(b)(3) is amended to replace the word “completion” with “history” for 
better accuracy; and the acronym “ERMS” is replaced with “SOMS” for correction 
purposes, as this was an inadvertent error.  Additional language is added in this 
subsection to specify what the documented review and verification of an inmate’s 
educational history shall include.  It was determined that it was necessary to add this 
language in order to provide evidence of what was done by department staff to verify that 
an inmate has or has not received a high school diploma, high school equivalency 
certificate, or college degree.  The last sentence was amended for clarity and to align with 
the revised text.  Language now provides clarity to specify that if Office of Correctional 
Education staff cannot verify an inmate’s receipt of a high school diploma or high school 
equivalency certificate, the inmate shall be eligible to participate in a high school diploma 
or high school equivalency program, which shall allow them to earn MCC awards. 
 
In subsection 3043.5(c)(1) it was determined that the previously listed documents that 
Correctional Education staff shall review in the Strategic Offender Management System 
(SOMS) and Electronic Records Management System (ERMS), for any documentation 
that an inmate received their high school diploma, high school equivalency, or college 
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degree, may or may not always be available.  As such, those specific documents were 
removed to allow for review of any documents indicating the inmate has received a high 
school diploma, high school equivalency certificate, or college degree.  The word 
“thorough” was also removed because it is unnecessary and does not add any additional 
clarity to the regulation.  It was also determined that the word “certificate” should be added 
after “high school equivalency” for clarity purposes.  The words “high school equivalency” 
were given the acronym “HSE” for ease of reading purposes due to the multiple 
references.  For consistency with subsection 3043.5(b), and also to correct and clarify 
that the high school diploma, high school equivalency certificate, or college degree, is not 
received from an accrediting agency but rather from an educational institution accredited 
by an accrediting agency, it was determined that this language should be revised.  
Therefore, language in this subsection is revised to indicate that “Office of Correctional 
Education staff shall conduct a review for any information located in the SOMS and ERMS 
indicating the inmate has received their high school diploma, high school equivalency 
certificate, or college degree conferred by an educational institution accredited by an 
accrediting agency approved by the United States Department of Education.”  This 
language provides a more accurate description of the process used to attempt to locate 
any information that an inmate has received a high school diploma, high school 
equivalency certificate, or college degree, and provides clarity, and consistency with 
language outlined in subsection 3043.5(b).  The subsequent sentence also removes 
language referring to the “above mentioned documentation,” replacing it with language 
that provides consistency with the aforementioned language revision, and provides  
better clarity.   
 
Subsection 3043.5(c)(2) is amended to better clarify the process to verify the inmate’s 
receipt of a high school diploma or college degree, by obtaining the official transcript from 
the school from which the inmate claims to have graduated.  Additional language in this 
subsection is revised to clarify the verification process for the inmate’s receipt of a high 
school equivalency certificate.  Language is added to specify that the high school 
equivalency certificate is the documentation that is to be obtained utilizing any general 
educational development database, or obtaining a letter from the high school from which 
the inmate took the high school equivalency exam that confirms the inmate received a 
high school equivalency certificate.  The addition of this language provides a more 
accurate description of the process used to verify an inmate’s completion of a high school 
equivalency certificate, which complies with education industry standards.  Capitalization 
for the words “General Educational Development” is revised to lower case, for corrective 
purposes, as it was determined to be a generalized reference. 
 
Subsection 3043.5(c)(3) is amended to replace the word “completion” with “history” for 
better accuracy; and the acronym “ERMS” is replaced with “SOMS” for correction 
purposes, as this was an inadvertent error.  Additional language is added in this 
subsection to specify what the documented review and verification of an inmate’s 
educational history shall include.  It was determined that it was necessary to add this 
language in order to provide evidence of what was done by department staff to verify that 
an inmate has or has not received a high school diploma, high school equivalency 
certificate, or college degree.  The last sentence was amended for clarity and to align with 
the revised text.  Language now provides clarity to specify that if Office of Correctional 
Education staff cannot verify an inmate’s receipt of a high school diploma or high school 
equivalency certificate, the inmate shall be eligible to participate in a high school diploma 
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or high school equivalency program, which shall allow them to earn Education Merit  
Credit awards. 
 
Submission of Public Comments 
 
The comment period on these changes shall close on January 3, 2023.  Please submit 
comments by email to RPMB@cdcr.ca.gov; in writing to Regulation and Policy 
Management Branch, Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation, P.O. Box 942883, 
Sacramento, CA, 94283-0001, before the close of the public comment period.  Comments 
must be received or postmarked no later than January 3, 2023.  Only those comments 
relating directly to the enclosed amendments indicated by bold double underline or bold 
double strikethrough will be considered.   
 
 
 
 
Ying Sun, Associate Director 
Regulation and Policy Management Branch 
Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation 
 
Attachment(s) 
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15-DAY RE-NOTICE TEXT OF PROPOSED REGULATIONS 
 
In the following, bold double underline indicates additional text and bold double 
strikethrough indicates additional deleted text to the originally proposed text presented 
in the original single underline and strikethrough format. 
 
The other sections that were previously included in NCR 22-04 were approved  
on August 31, 2022. 
 
Chapter 1.  Rules and Regulations of Adult Operations and Programs 

Article 3.3 Credits 
 

3043.3. Milestone Completion Credit. 
 

[New subsections 3043.3(b)(1)-(3) are adopted to read:] 
 
(1) Office of Correctional Education staff shall conduct a thorough review of the inmate’s 
Institutional Staff Recommendation Summary, Probation Officer’s Report, 
Arresting Officer’s Report, court transcripts, and any other legal documentation for 
any information located in the Strategic Offender Management System (SOMS) and 
the Electronic Records Management System (ERMS) for any documentation indicating 
the inmate has received their high school diploma, hHigh sSchool eEquivalency (HSE) 
certificate, or college degree conferred by an educational institution from an 
accredited by an accrediting agency approved by the United States Department of 
Education.  This review shall also include review for any claims by the inmate that they 
have received any of the above-mentioned documentation a high school diploma, 
HSE certificate, or college degree. 
(2) Office of Correctional Education staff shall verify completion of the inmate’s receipt 
of a high school diploma or college degree by receiving obtaining the official transcript 
from the school in from which the inmate claims to have graduated from.  High school 
equivalency verification shall be done by utilizing all Office of Correctional 
Education staff shall verify the inmate’s receipt of a HSE certificate by obtaining 
the inmate’s HSE certificate from any Ggeneral Eeducational Ddevelopment 
databases available. or obtaining a letter from the high school from which the 
inmate took the HSE exam that confirms the inmate received a HSE certificate.   
(3) Office of Correctional Education staff shall document their review and verification of 
an inmate’s educational completion history in the education section of ERMS SOMS.  
Documentation of the review and verification shall include: the date of the request 
for the release of the transcript, HSE certificate, or letter confirming the inmate 
received a HSE certificate; the name of the entity to which the request was 
submitted; the date that the transcript, HSE certificate, or letter confirming the 
inmate received a HSE certificate was received; whether the inmate earned their 
high school diploma, HSE certificate, or college degree; and the date, time, and 
name of any staff person who entered any of the above information into SOMS.  
Office of Correctional Education staff shall scan a copy of the transcript, HSE 
certificate, or letter confirming the inmate received a HSE certificate into ERMS.  If 
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such verification cannot be made, Office of Correctional Education staff cannot 
verify the inmate’s receipt of a high school diploma or HSE certificate, the inmate 
shall be ineligible for to participate in a high school diploma and or high school 
equivalency program, which shall allow them to earn MCC awards.   
 

NOTE: Authority cited: Cal. Const., art. 1, sec. 32(b); and Sections 5054 and 5058, Penal 
Code. Reference: Cal. Const., art. 1, sec. 32(a)(2); and Sections 2933.05 and 3041, 
Penal Code. 

3043.5. Educational Merit Credit. 
 
[New subsections 3043.5(c)(1)-(c)(3) are adopted to read:] 
 
(1) Office of Correctional Education staff shall conduct a thorough review of the inmate’s 
Institutional Staff Recommendation Summary, Probation Officer’s Report, 
Arresting Officer’s Report, court transcripts and any other legal documentation for 
any information located in the Strategic Offender Management System (SOMS) and 
the Electronic Records Management System (ERMS) for any documentation indicating 
the inmate has received their high school diploma, hHigh sSchool eEquivalency (HSE) 
certificate, or college degree conferred by an educational institution from an 
accredited by an accrediting agency approved by the United States Department of 
Education.  This review shall also include review for any claims by the inmate that they 
have received any of the above mentioned documentation a high school diploma, 
HSE certificate, or college degree.   
(2) Office of Correctional Education staff shall verify completion of the inmate’s receipt 
of a high school diploma or college degree by receiving obtaining the official transcript 
from the school in from which the inmate claims to have graduated from.  High school 
equivalency verification shall be done by utilizing all Office of Correctional 
Education staff shall verify the inmate’s receipt of a HSE certificate by obtaining 
the inmate’s HSE certificate from any Ggeneral Eeducational Ddevelopment 
databases available. or obtaining a letter from the high school from which the 
inmate took the HSE exam that confirms the inmate received a HSE certificate. 
(3) Office of Correctional Education staff shall document their review and verification of 
an inmate’s educational completion history in the education section of ERMS SOMS.  
Documentation of the review and verification shall include: the date of the request 
for the release of the transcript, HSE certificate, or letter confirming the inmate 
received a HSE certificate; the name of the entity to which the request was 
submitted; the date that the transcript, HSE certificate, or letter confirming the 
inmate received a HSE certificate was received; whether the inmate earned their 
high school diploma, HSE certificate, or college degree; the date, time, and name 
of any staff person who entered any of the above information into SOMS.  Office of 
Correctional Education staff shall scan a copy of the transcript, HSE certificate, or 
letter confirming the inmate received a HSE certificate into ERMS.  If such 
verification cannot be made, Office of Correctional Education staff cannot verify 
the inmate’s receipt of a high school diploma or HSE certificate, the inmate shall be 
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ineligible for to participate in a high school diploma or high school equivalency 
program, which shall allow them to earn Education Merit Credit awards. 
 
NOTE: Authority cited: Cal. Const., art. 1, sec. 32 (b); and Sections 5054 and 5058, Penal 
Code. Reference: Cal. Const., art. 1, sec. 32(a)(2); and Sections 2053.1, 3041 and 
3051(j), Penal Code. 




